Uncover history at home

Just as your family has a history-- so
does your home. As the Preservation As-
sociation of Central New York (PACNY)
put it, if walls could talk they would have
a lot to say. This is why on February 26,
2011, PACNY is hosting “Researching the
History of Your Home: Part One”

Paul Pflanz, events and awards com-
mittee chairman for PACNY, and his wife
have researched the history of many homes,
including their own. He’s found some sur-
prising and even eerie information.

When he worked at the Onondaga His-
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torical Association awoman contacted him
about some pictures she had of her grand-
parents home, located on his block. It turns
out it was his house. In one of the pictures
there’s a black wicker chair in the corner of
a room. Strangely enough Pflanz and his
wife also bought a black wicker chair and
put it in the same corner. Eerie?

For this event The Onondaga County Li-

brary and PACNY will walk people through-

the services available at the library as well
as teach them techniques and tips to help

with research. There will also be a tour of
the library and genealogy department.

There are a number of places to start
your search.You can begin by looking for
your house’s abstract. The abstract defines
the title to the property, who built the first
home and the history of ownership. Some-
times the bank holds onto it, but you may
be able to find it in library records.

As Pflanz puts it, researching your home
is like turning over rocks, you may turn
over a rock and find just a salamander, but
every once in a while you’ll find a gem.

The research shouldn’t be expensive, the

most it may cost you is a membership to the
Onondaga Historical Association for access
to their research center. Research will cost
you more time than money, but that really
depends on how much time you have and
what you are looking for.

The event will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. at
The Galleries, 447 S. Salina St. Also, mark
your calendars for part two on Nov. 20.
Part two will be at OHA where they will
teach you about the resources they have
available.

If you are interested in older home res-
toration in the Syracuse area look out for
“My Old House Love Affair: The Joys and
Struggles of Restoring Old Homes at the
Westcott Community Center.”

EAGLE

Andrew Besemer has restored 23 houses
in 32 years, and Westcott is one of his fa-
vorite neighborhoods to work in because
of the interesting architecture. The houses
he restores doesnt necessarily have to
have a historical significance, but it has to
be worthy of a big investment of time and
money. ;

If you want to learn more about Bese-
mer’s experiences in restoring old homes
plan on attending this lecture at 3 p.m.
Sunday Feb. 27 at the Westcott Community
Center. It is also a part of a fundraiser for
the center-- admission is $10 for the general
public and $5 with a student ID.

- Gina Colognette

Eagle intern



