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KELLER HAD RAPT AUDIENCE IN SYRACUSE

n 1920, Helen Keller, famously
I blind, deaf and halting in her
speech, came to Syracuse. She ap-
peared in a stage act, at Keith's vaude-
ville house on South Salina Street.

The show was called **Star of Hap-
piness.”

This gold nugget of Syracuse trivia
was tumed up by Dennis Connors, cu-
rator of history at Onondaga Historical
Association. The results of Dennis’ re-
search will be on display in the lobby
at Syracuse Stage, where the play,
*“The Miracle Worker,”* opens
Wednesday. :

The play is about Keller's struggles
to break through the challenges of los-
ing her hearing and sight as a result of
a childhood illness at the age of 19
months. *‘Miracle Worker'* features
her teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy. The
historical association contributed a se-
ries of historical panels to the Stage
production.

Keller proved that children who are
blind or deaf could be educated and
become productive members of socie-
ty.
Dennis found in his research that
Keller sometimes used a Braille type-
writer made in 1936 for the American
Foundation for the Blind by L.C.
Smith & Corona, a company based in
Syracuse. She also used a conventional
Smith typewriter, according to Dennis:

He also located a typed letter, writ-
ten by Keller, to her mother, which
talks about her appearance in Syra-
cuse. She wrote that she found Syra-
cuse “‘smoky and dirty.”" Dennis
guesses this may be a comment about
air pollution from the city’s busy rail-
road traffic.

The letter, dated Jung 29, 1920,
from the Keller archives at the Ameri-
can Foundation for the Blind, praises
Keith's as a **most beautiful theater, of
which every one is justly proud. Our
dressing-room was a real pleasure,
with every convenience that could be
desired — even a shower-bath.”’

She explained to her mother that
“*the audience there interested me,
they were so silent, paying the closest
attention. Indeed, some days there
wasn't a clap and yet we knew %
were deeply interested. After a while,
they found their tongue and asked

more questions than we
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THE INTERIOR of Keith's vaudeville house on South Salina Street where
Helen Keller appeared on stage in 1920 when she came to Syracuse, In a let-
ter to her mother about her visit, she described Keith's as a “most beautiful
theater, of which every one is justly proud.”
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