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stores in the downtown area, OHA
said in its fall 2010 newsletter.

The largest grant from New York
State, at $125,000, will be used to reno-

| vate the building’s facade and main

provided countless professors, re-
searchers, and authors from around
the world with materials from its vast
holdings that cannot be found any-
where else.

of history at OHA, will “create a niche
not filled by any place in the com-
munity,” says Tripoli.- The store will
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sell unique products, such as pieces from
the Syracuse China collection. It will be
located just inside the building’s front doors
and will help draw people into the museum
as well as increase pedestrian traffic on
Montgomery Street.

OHA will install new fire-suppression
systems throughout the entire building
and add an enhanced security system, ca-
pable of monitoring all public aréas, dur-
ing the renovation process. The museum
will celebrate its grand reopening with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony and celebration
event, on Wednesday, June 22.

Partnerships

Beyond increasing OHA's street pres
ence, Tripoli has been integral in expanding
the nonprofit's outreach by collaborating
with other organizations around the city.
Recently, the museum launched an ongoing
parinership with Syracuse Stage to present
lobby exhibits with a local perspective dur-
ing the run of certain plays. These exhibits,
often underwritten by local companies, then
make their way to Onondaga County Public
Library branches to promote reading pro-
grams related to the plays and themes that
inspired them, the nonprofit says. OHA's
newest exhibit is on display through April

23 at Syracuse Stage in conjunction with
performances of “The Miracle Worker.”

In addition, OHA has developed more
permanent off-site exhibits for a variety of
companies and organizations wishing to
showcase their history. The most recent off-
site exhibit, being developed by Onondaga
Community College, in collaboration with
OHA and the Town of Onondaga Historical
Society, will be located in the main entry
lobby of the college’s new Regional Higher
Education Center that is scheduled to open
this year. The exhibit will chronicle the
historical significance of the “Poor House™
property that the college acquired in 2007,
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this year’s Central New York History Day
competition that took place on March 26
at Morgan Road Elementary in Liverpool.
The regional contest was open to students
in grades six through 12 who reside in
Oswego, Onondaga, Cortland, Madison, or
Oneida counties. The theme this vear was
“Debate & Diplomacy in History: Successes,
Failures, Consequences.” Students sub-
mitted theme-based projects ranging from
documentaries, exhibits, and historical pa-
pers to performances and websites. The
students with the top two projects in each
category will compete in the state contest
in Cooperstown on April 29. Those win-
ners will continue on to Washington, D.C.
to compete in the National History Day
Contest, held June 12 to 16.

Shifting model

In an effort to attract repeat visitors, the
museum will also be transitioning from
showcasing predominantly permanent ex-
hibits to more of a temporary exhibit-based
model. *“That way well constantly have
something new... that's old,” says Tripoli,
noting that the renovations will also include
adding two temporary exhibit galleries to
the museum’s first floor, allowing OHA to
operate two large and two smaller tempo-
rary exhibit spaces concurrently.

Last year, OHA began offering self-guid-
ed, cellphone tours of its exhibits and the
building’s history. After the renovation is
completed, many of the exhibits will -also
have new audio/visual components that
Tripoli hopes will be more attractive to the
younger .‘.-[l'l'lt"l'?lii.('rf'l ol museum FOErs,

“There's not an artifact in this building
that can hold a candle to the story behind it,”
says Tripoli. He says the cell-phone tours and
new audio/visual components will allow mu-
seum visitors a chance to obtain much more
information about an exhibit in the same
amount of ime as it would normally take to
read a traditional written exthibit label.

Some of the upcoming temporary ex-
hibits OHA has scheduled will cover areas
such as fashion, sports, the Civil War
Sesquicentennial (150th anniversary), as
well as hosting the “Landmarks of New
York"” architectural exhibit from the New
York Historical Society. It will also include
a section highlighting local architectural
landmarks.

The museum also has a number of events
taking place this summer, such as its first
annual Oakwood Cemetery Ghostwalk in
June, and a mansion and garden tour in
Solvay's historic Piercefield neighborhood,
also scheduled for two weekends in June,
And, OHA's 15th annual “Our Glorious
Workplaces” signature event, celebrating
Syracuse's notable workplaces, will be held
at Syracuse University this year on Nov. 19,

Onondaga Historical Association is
chartered by the Board of Regents of the
University of the State of New York. Its pro-
grams are supported, in part, by funds pro-
vided by Onondaga County, New. York State,
the city of Syracuse, and OHA members,

In the fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2009,
OHA generated $866,664 in revenue, accord-
ing to its IRS Tax Form 990, with $160,633
coming from government contributions and
grants. The organization allocated almost
5442000 in salaries and benefits for its nine
fulltime employees that same year. Q
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