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THIS KONIC Syracuse billboard near West Fayette Street features a painting of Marquale Johnsan, 12, and Shadasia Stanley, 13, bath of Syracuse,
The girl in front of themn is Onhsti Pegan, 10

Kids Become Neighborhood Stars

Billboard on Near West Side features 3 Syracuse pupils

Hy Mave Tobin
Seaff writer

Wi oo those three smik
ing youths on the split-imags
Billboard on Syrecise’s Mer
West Side?

They are the frst stars of &
hillbnard series called leonic
Syracusa, The lelt side of the
hillboard shows a
1oth-century photo of Srowy
Symacuse with peogle in
street: Rext 1o i1 is the paint-
ed-image of the three kids
bundled in wanter clothing,

The hillboard can be seen
mear West Bayotic amd West
sirtets, Previous Billboands
have all been street scenes.

T sl the childdmen saw
the billboard for the first
time this week. They oehed
anid ahbed ns they stepped
oul ol @ van b get o look o
it

s wetually a Dide more
superior than what [ was
thinking.'* said Shadasia
Stanley, |3, an eighth-grader
ak Danforth Middke Schoel,
and one of the three. **Ti's
Bigger and moere colorful™

The boy on the lefi i= Mar-
gjunde Johmson, 13, an eighth-
greder at Cedar Street
Hicheood.

The girl in the foreground
s Onhsti Pegan, 10,

All three students have
participated in Symcuse Lni-
versiny s Mwaogmply and
Literacy (FAL) Project,
which k5 heuised of 5L

Warehouse, scross the sineet
from the billbonrd. Through
Pal, 5L studenls ineaton
cily school pupils using cam-
eras a5 wools of scli-expres-
S0,

Johnzon, uy pamicular, has
tken 1o the came, créaling
self-portraits with words and
iy, and pholographing
events at PEACE. Ing."s
Southside Family Besource
Cember. sald Logd Covingron,
adull coordinpdor of the cen-
ter on West Castle Sireet,

Tse studenis wene chosen
for the billboard from their
af e bion] program al
P.EA.CE Covingion
whought having locel Fuees vn
@ hillboard ot a prominem
ity entey point could have
the potential for a terrific
self-esseem boost for the
children. Il ssems o have
worked.

1 actoally liked the id=n
when Miss Lo wld me
ahaont it said Smnley. 'She
picked the few smdents that
wene really good ol the cen-
ter. It's good bo be known as
a civilized person with lend-
ership qualldes."

T 19ih-ceniury image
shows o horse palling n
sleigh on University Avenue,
near the imtersection of Mad-
ison Streed, suigd Dennis Cone
nors, curtor of hismooy al the
Cmondaga Historical Assocl-
ation. The figures in the fore-
Eroumd afe young bovs,
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MARGUALE JOHNSON (Teft) and Shaclasia Stanley, both 13, were chosen from Syracuse
University’s Photography and Literacy project to be featured on e billboard near West

Fayette and Weast streats.

e billbonrd is pam of o
vear-long =eries called Teomic
Sviieuse hal ains o kigh-
Ligehat the histeric conlimity
betwieen the ciry’s culmre
anad architecture, then amd
oW,

Last full, Creg Mawicke, a
fifth-year industrial design
major Lrom Milwmikes, sl
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the theer students and phote-
graphed them under the West
Srreet rallroad bridge. He had
Ukuserated cther scenes for
the lconic Syracuss senes,
each inspired by a historic
plesograply. For this snowy
woene e wanbed bo paint
imnges of real people. Tle de-
voloped the palnting Drom fis

photograph.

Afver Johnaon saw himeok
on the hillhoard he was asked
B’ Bre™il e W oon a lve-star
RN

A hundred stars,”” he
sald. *“Mo. a million ™

Conkact Daew Tobi at
enohirlsracise wom of 703177,



