THE FIRST

HAUDENOSAUNEE

WOODEN STICK

LACROSSE EXPO

COMES TO

ONONDAGA LAKE

PARK SATURDAY

AND SUNDAY.

DRCE &
(LT h ]l s
fa Lty

A

John Berry { The Post-Standard, 2006




Wooden lacrosse stick

maker AlF Jacques of
the Onondaga Mation
Turtle Clan is shown
sitting on his carving
bench in his werkshop.
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Peace

and histor

The first Haudenosaunee Wooden Stick Lacrosse Expo comes to

Onondaga Lake Park Saturday and Sunday.

By Sarah Moses
SISy TE LS. COl

Lacrosse is a last-paced, hard-hitting sport
that is growing in popularity across the coun-
try, but [or Native Americans in Central New
York the game is about peace and tradition,

“T'he mfluence of the Haudenosaunse on
our American way ol life i3 extensive and
profound, but is often unrecognized,” said
Onondaga Historical Association Lxccutive
Director Gregg Tripoli, “Lacrossc is one of the
fastest-growing sports in our country, yet niany
peaple do not realize that it originated here”

Lacrosse, which is known as a the Creator’s
game, is a tradition ol the Haudenosaone:,
which includes the Mohawk, Cavuga,
Omondagy, Oneida, Seneca and Tuscarora
nations. The Haudenosaunee Wooden Stick
Lacrosse Expo seeks to hanor the history of the
game, promote the sport and educate the pub-
lic, said Phil Arnold, director of the Skinoiih
== Great Law of Peace Center.

“This is a celebration of North America’s oldest,
most exciting team sport. The expo honors not
only the people who originated the game, but

years. Arnold said.

Arnold said the event will be a chance Tor
curtent lucrosse players to leam the origins of
the gume and for the community to learn more
aboul an important part of the history of the
Haudenosaunee.

“Peaple don’t know about the ancient roots
of lacrosse and kids don’t know aboul wooden
sticks,”” Amold said. “This is an opportunity to
tell people the impoartance of that story.

Organizers expect thousands of people to
allend the expo, which will leature exhibition
games plaved by Huudenosaunee men, 33
years old and over. All the players will play
with wooden lacrosse sticks and traditionul
leather balls,

An opening ceremony will be held at 8:30
a.m. Salurday, The event, which is free and
open Lo the public, also includes food and
MNative American crall vendors,

There will also be youth lacrosse clinics
hosted by prolessional lacrosse plavers [rom
the Onondaga Nation from
9 o 10 a.m., cach day.
Also, a stick-making dem-
omstration will be hosted

Tacques, a member ol the
Onondaga Nation Turtle

also the culture from which it came.” Clan,

— PRIL ARMOLE, DIRECTOR OF THE SKisMORH

Exhibition games will
take place from 10 a.m,
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Alf Jacques carves
the head of a wooden
lacrosse stick. [St=phanie
Walsh, 155}

: to noon and | to 3 pomn.
The center, in association with the Onondaga  Social dancing, demonstrations and talks will
Historical Association, Syracuse University be held from noon o 1 poan. A men’s open
and the Onandaga Nation. will host the expo

IF YOU GO:

Suturday and Sunday at Onondaga Lake Park
in Liverpool, This will be the first major cvent
for the center. which is still in its planning
phase,

Skiinofih is an Onondaga welcoming greet-
ing meuning “peace” and “wellness.” The cen-
ter will be housed at the former “Sainte Marie
armeng the Trogquois™ facility, which is located
on the eastern shore of Onondaga Lake,

Lacrosse is much more than just a sport Tor
the Haudenosaunee and it has been played
at Onondagy Lake for more than a thousand

game will be played from 3:30 to 5 pn. The
expo ends wilh a closing ceremony al 5 p.m.
on Sunday.

“This is 4 celebration of North America’s
aldest, most exciting team sporl,” Amaold said.
“The expo honors not only the people who
originated the game, bul also the culture from
which it came, We want to educate and inspire
people of all ages and backgrounds about
lacrosse and the Haudenosaunee,”

Contuct Sarah Moses af smosesgisyracuse.com
or 470-2298.

What: Haudencsaunee
Wooden Stick Lacrosse Expa.

Whan! 9am. tob pm.
Saturday and Sunday — 8:30
a.m. Saturday cpening ceremao-
hy and 5 p.m. Sunday clesing
CEFEMONY.

Whetre! Onondaga Lake Park
in Liverpool,

Ciostt Free.



