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New York state reported this week on the
numbers of students in each
school district who opted out
of taking evaluation tests in
English language arts and
math. Statewide, 20 percent
of students skipped the
exams. In Central New York,
the numbers were all over
the map. Here’s a look at which
CNY districts had the highest
percentages, and the lowest percentages, of
students opting out:

OPTING OVER AND OUT

66/69 in Oneida City: Madison County

56/62 in Canastota: Madison County

52/58 in Hamilton: Madison County

51/57 in Port Byron: Cayuga County

46/55 in Auburn City: Madison County

13/17 in Southern Cayuga: Cayuga County

12/15 in Brookfield: Madison County

8/11 in Altmar-Parish-Williamstown: Oswego County

6/10 in Syracuse CIty: Onondaga County

6/9 in Hannibal: Oswego County

ENGLISH/MATH OPT OUTS

Ny’asia Hayward, 3, looks over to her mother after finding something especially funny

in the book she is reading, “Gym Giraffe.” She and her mother were attending the Pioneer

Homes Tenants Association membership drive last week. The annual picnic at Tyler Court

and South McBride Street in Syracuse is a time when the tenants’ group recruits new

members, who work closely with the Syracuse Housing Authority. The library was open

and giving out free books to children during the picnic.

A BOOK OF JOY

105 years ago: On Aug. 20,
1910, the Onondaga Hotel
opened at South Warren and
East Jefferson streets. The
11-story building was so popu-
lar that an annex was added
just five years later, making it
the largest hotel in the state
outside New York City. In
addition to 500 guest rooms,
notable sections of the hotel
included the Ball Room, Louis
XV Room, Hiawatha Room, Old
English Inn, and Roof Garden.
The hotel’s first registered
guest was vaudeville star Lew
Dockstader. Other famous
visitors included Theodore
Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Amelia Earhart and Babe Ruth.

— Dan Connors for the OHA

The Roosevelts, and Babe Ruth, slept here
LOCAL HISTORY

“Nothingagainst
the ’60s, you
know,but itwas
past time foran
update.”
— TOM TIFFANY, OWNER OF THE SCOTCH ‘N
SIRLOIN RESTAURANT, NEXT TO SHOPPINGTOWN
MALL, EXPLAINING WHY HE UNDERTOOK A
MAJOR RENOVATION WHILE TRYING TO MAINTAIN
THE CHARACTER OF THE ORIGINAL STEAKHOUSE

postscript

ANSWERS

THE LIST

THE PS QUIZ: AMPHITHEATER EDITION

IN THEIR WORDS

IMAGES OF CNY See more photos on syracuse.com/photo

Each week, the Onondaga Historical Association looks back at important events:

Take a look back at this week in history with photos from
Central New York and around the world at syracuse.com/photos
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538,000
Number of jobs added in New
York state between 2009 and
2014, creating a new total of
more than 9 million jobs.

- 0.1%
Change in number of jobs in the
Central New York region in the
2009-2014 period.

+ 11.3%
Change in the number of jobs in
New York City during the same
five-year period.

Source: State Comptroller
Thomas DiNapoli

Upstate New York hasn’t come close
to sharing in the job gains that the New
York City area has seen since the Great
Recession, according to a report released
last week by state Comptroller Thomas
DiNapoli.
While New York City gained three out

of every four new jobs in the state from
2009 to 2014, Central New York and
other Upstate regions lost jobs.
“Six years after the Great Recession,

growth is steady statewide, but some
specific regions are still struggling,”
DiNapoli said.
The unemployment rate dropped to

6.4 percent in 2014, but remained above
the 4.4 percent rate for 2006, the last full
year before the Great Recession.

Work to do on jobs

1. The color scheme of the new Lakeview Amphitheater is
meant to mimic the colors of Onondaga Lake. The colors
are:

� a. Green and blue.
� b. Blue and gray.
� c. Green and gray.
� d. Gray and dark gray.

2. The first six rows of seats are removable, leaving open
the options of:

� a. General admission seating.
� b. A “thrust” stage, which many country artists use.

� c. Food truck parking.
� d. A demolition derby.

3. The public will be able to rent a space for a private
event. The space, which holds 200 people, is located:

� a. On the roof of the amphitheater.
� b. On a deck behind the amphitheater.
� c. In the amphitheater’s cavernous basement.
� d. On a sludge-dredging barge.

4. Which of these features is being built into the facility?

� a. A neutral host cellular system from Verizon.

� b. Five jumbo video screens.
� c. Pavilion seating for 5,000.
� d. Central air conditioning.

Michele Caliva is the local
administrative director of the
Upstate NewYork Poison Center.
She visited the Syracuse Media
Group’s headquarters last week
to answer questions from read-
ers about the growing crisis of
synthetic marijuana — commonly
known as “spike.”
Here are five of the most inter-

esting things we learned about
synthetic marijuana from Caliva:

1 ORIGIN: The drug that eventu-
ally became synthetic mari-
juana was originally created

by scientists to treat anorexia
and excessive pain. “It was for
legitimate use,” Caliva said.
“Unfortunately, an entire industry
around abuse has developed.”

2 LOOKALIKES:. You can’t nec-
essarily tell the difference
between marijuana and syn-

thetic marijuana just by looking at
the drug. “They look the same and
are used in the same way. This is

what makes it even more scary,”
Caliva said. “The person using it
may not know until they start feel-
ing the bad effects.”

3WIDESPREAD: The illicit drug
is abused by a wide range of
people in Onondaga County,

impacting “every population
across the board,” Caliva said.

4 IMPORTED: Chemicals used
to create synthetic marijuana
mostly come from China.

5 UNSAFE: Smoking synthetic
marijuana is unsafe at any
dosage. “Most people don’t

come into a hospital after abus-
ing a drug unless they are feeling
really bad,” Caliva said. “We had
over 400 people in the last three
months show up in a hospital after
using this stuff because they were
feeling so sick. That says a lot
about how bad this drug is.”

— Samantha House

More accurate name for a bad drug: Poison

LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 6-2-8
EVENING: 0-1-7

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 4-7-0-8
EVENING: 7-2-6-2

LOTTO
2-21-40-42-49-53
BONUS: 20

PICK 10
3-10-11-23-29-31-37-42-47-50-55
56-58-65-66-67-68-75-76-80

OTHER LOTTERIES
Lotto: Tickets sold in Schenectady
and Sand Lake each won $13,402
for second place Wednesday.

Take Five: One ticket sold in
Brooklyn won $77,283.50 Friday.

POWER BALL
3-13-17-42-52
POWERBALL: 24
POWER PLAY: 4

TAKE FIVE
2-12-22-24-37

1-b; 2-a and b; 3-b; 4-a, b and c

Michele Caliva, answering
reader questions at the Syracuse
Media Group, says calls to the
poison center about “spike” in
Onondaga County are up 540
percent over the past five years.
(Ellen M. Blalock | eblalock@syracuse.com)

■ How to explain the variations? A-1


