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NEWS
OBITUARIES

By RickMoriarty
rmoriarty@syracuse.com

A
Syracuse
apartment
build-
ing where
“The Great
Gatsby”
author F.

Scott Fitzgerald briefly lived
as a child is scheduled to be
demolished.
The building at 501

Catherine St. is one of
two buildings on the block
between East Willow and
Hickory streets that will be
demolished and replaced with
50 new apartments, either
in one long building or in
several buildings, said Paul
Driscoll, commissioner of
Syracuse’s Department of
Neighborhood and Business
Development.
Driscoll said the apartment

building, at the corner of East
Willow and Catherine streets,
was vacant and already had
numerous code violations
when a fire that started next
door at 505 Catherine St.
damaged it Nov. 18.
The city had the building at

505 Catherine St. demolished
the day after the fire because
it was heavily damaged and
posed a public safety haz-
ard, Driscoll said. Engineers
later determined that 501
Catherine St. and 509
Catherine St., the other build-
ings on the block, were not
worth saving and should be
demolished as well, he said.
Both buildings are vacant.
According to the Onondaga

Historical Association,
Fitzgerald’s family moved
to Syracuse from Buffalo in
1901, when he was 5. They
first lived at 603 W. Genesee
St., a building that no longer
exists. In 1902, the family
moved to Kasson Place at
622 James St., an apartment
building that not only still
exists, it underwent extensive
renovations three years ago.
The following year, the

Fitzgeralds moved a block
away to 501 Catherine St.
(which at the time was num-
bered 613 E. Willow St.),
a building built in the late
1800s. They moved back to
Buffalo later in 1903, when
the future author was 7.
Dennis Connors, curator of

history at the historical asso-
ciation, said it’s unfortunate

the building at 501 Catherine
St. will be coming down,
but that its historical value is
limited.
“It’s not like he wrote ‘The

Great Gatsby’ while he was
living there,” he said.
Considered one of the 20th

century’s greatest American
novelists, Fitzgerald pub-

lished his third and most
famous work, “The Great
Gatsby,” in 1925, a period
of American history known
as the Jazz Age. The book
centered on characters in the
fictional wealthy town of
West Egg on Long Island.
Fitzgerald died in Hollywood,
Calif., at the age of 44.
Driscoll said the city did

not learn of Fitzgerald’s con-
nection to 501 Catherine St.
until last week, when plans
had already been made to tear
it down. However, he said
the interior of the building
is in such bad condition that
the building’s connection to
the author will not change
plans to demolish it, he said.
The demolition is expected to
occur this spring, he said.
Home Headquarters Inc., a

builder of affordable housing
in underserved neighbor-
hoods, bought the house from
Amariah Properties LLC
in September for $5,150,
according to Onondaga
County property records.
Home Headquarters also
acquired 509 Catherine
St. from different owners,
Driscoll said.
He said plans are for

Home Headquarters to sell
the properties to another
nonprofit organization, CNY
Services, which would build
50 apartments on the block
— half for people affected by
substance abuse and half for
people on low incomes.

FITZGERALD’S SHORT
STAY IN SYRACUSE

APARTMENTBUILDING
WHERE FUTURENOVELIST

BRIEFLY LIVEDWITHHIS PARENTS
IS SET TOBEDEMOLISHED

In 1903, Fitzgerald lived
in this apartment building
at 501 Catherine St.,
Syracuse, before moving
to Buffalo later that year.
This building is scheduled
for demolition this spring.
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The Onondaga County Industrial Development Agency promotes
jobs and guides development by handing out tax breaks.
Recently, it gave nearly $5 million in coveted tax exemptions for

the expansion of a luxury apartment complex in Lysander.
Onondaga County Comptroller Robert Antonacci last week said

that was wrong.
Antonacci said the agency should use tax exemptions to promote

the creation of manufacturing and high-tech jobs, not to subsidize
suburban residential construction.
He also said the exemptions run counter to County Executive

Joanie Mahoney’s often-stated goal of ending the county’s long his-
tory of suburban sprawl.
The development agency has approved $4.92 million in property,

sales and mortgage recording tax exemptions for the construction
of eight three-story, 26-unit apartment buildings at Center Pointe
Apartments in Radisson, a community of hundreds of homes.

GIVING IT AWAY
Comptroller blasts $5M tax break for suburban apartments

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Find full coverage of these stories at syracuse.com/icymi.

Four five-year terms is
enough.
That’s what Syracuse lawyer

Anthony Bottar as decided. He
announced last week he will
not seek re-appointment to the
state’s education board.
Bottar, vice chancellor of the

Board of Regents, said he would
leave at the end of his term, in
March, to spend more time with
his family and to practice law full
time.
Bottar has been vice chancel-

lor since April 2012, and there
had been speculation that he
would run for chancellor.

MOVING ON
Syracuse lawyer to leave Board of Regents

Center Pointe luxury apartment homes in the
Radisson Community in Lysander. (Rick Moriarty |
rmoriarty@syracuse.com)
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F. Scott Fitzgerald, author of “The Great Gatsby,”
is seen as a child in an undated photo, location
unknown, at left.

As a youngster, he lived with his family in three
Syracuse apartments in three years. The first
building, where he lived at age 5 in 1901, no
longer exists. In 1902, his family moved to the
building below, now Kasson Place apartments at
622 James St.
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Elite Plus Stroke Care.
Why more people are saying
“Take me to Crouse.”
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