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By Chris Baker
cbaker@syracuse.com

The city of Syracuse wants to crack down on the use of vehicle boots on
private property.
Mayor Stephanie Miner’s administration has prepared legislation that

would ban the use of immobilization devices on private property. Violators
would face a $500 fine or 60 days in jail.
Miner said the law would safeguard car owners from “often expensive and

exploitative booting.”
“While drivers should be careful not to park in private lots, it is entirely

unfair for businesses to boot their cars, trapping drivers while they are forced
to wait and pay hefty fees,” she said.

Last year, police received com-
plaints from people in the Westcott
neighborhood whose vehicles were
booted by private property owners.
It can cost a vehicle owner $150 to
have a boot removed.
Two weeks ago, Police Chief

Frank Fowler wrote a letter request-
ing the legislation because, he said,
booting on private property leads to
unnecessary conflict, causes a drain
on police resources and does not pre-
vent improper use of parking spaces.
The council could vote on the mat-

ter this month.

By TimKnauss
tknauss@syracuse.com

The 19-member Consensus
commission that proposed
merging Syracuse and
Onondaga County govern-
ments will not provide a
detailed roadmap for how to
do that, even if the commis-
sion’s final report endorses the
merger.
It would be up to political

leaders to hammer out the
details, said former U.S. Rep.
James Walsh, a co-chair of
Consensus. That could take
years.
“I see it as a negotiation,’’

Walsh said. “It would certainly
involve the mayor and the
county executive, along with
the city council and the county
legislature.’’
That negotiation likely

would occur after a public ref-
erendum to pursue consolida-
tion, not before, Walsh said.
“Our conclusion is, if ... the

referendum is passed by the
public, then the elected offi-
cials would sit together and
hammer out the new shape of the government,’’Walsh said.
During meetings this week at which Consensus began to

gauge public opinion about its recommendations, the lack of
detail about how a new city-county government would work
sparked plenty of skepticism and suspicion among the public.
But Consensus members said their intent at this stage is to
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Devin Butler, a wide receiver from
District Heights, Md., signs his letter
of intent Wednesday to play football
at Syracuse University. (Provided photo)

SET THE
SCENE
FOR
ROMANCE
AT THESE
CNY
EATERIES
C-1

Bead it
MARDI GRAS EVENTS
KICK OFF IN CNY WEEKEND

INSIDE

MERGING
PLAN: VOTE
FIRST, THEN
BLUEPRINT

New Syracuse University football
coach Dino Babers brought in his
first recruiting class on Wednesday.

More than half of the 20 players
are linemen or linebackers and will
make up much of the foundation for
the early years of the Babers era.

Four recruits were retained from
the class put together by former SU
coach Scott Shafer, including Florida
quarterback Rex Culpepper.

Here’s how some major recruiting
services ranked the Orange class:
3 247Sports.com: 66th out of

the nation’s 128 Football Bowl
Subdivision teams, 13th out of 14 ACC
teams, ahead of only Boston College.
3 Scout.com: 59th overall, 10th in

ACC.
3 Rivals.com: 56th overall, 10th in

ACC.
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Time Warner Cable has told its
Hudson Valley customers it will be
going all digital next month which
means a box will be needed for each
television in
the home.
Currently,
customers
can get about
70 channels
without the
box. The extra
boxes will be
free for a while, then cost $3.25 a
month to rent.

The change is coming to Central
New York, but the company hasn’t
set a date.

Local customers, as one might
imagine, had a lot to say.

More than 225 comments
were posted at syracuse.com by
Wednesday evening. While a few
praised the service, many others see
the change as a way to increase the
company’s revenues. A-14

TELEVISION

Time Warner Cable will
require a box for each TV

“
Ifthe
referendum

is passed ... elected
officials would sit
together and
hammer out the
new shape of the
government.’’
FORMER CONGRESSMAN JAMES
WALSH, A CO-CHAIR OF THE
CONSENSUS COMMISSION

City wants to fine property owners
who boot illegally parked cars

INSIDE SPORTS
■ RECRUITING: Dino Babers
had less than two months to
recruit and said the Northeast had
already been picked over. B-1

■ QB UPDATE: Eric Dungey is
OK and cleared to play in spring
practice. B-1

■ MAJOR CREDIT: Jim
Boeheim says freshman forward
Tyler Lydon saved the day in SU’s
win over Virginia Tech. B-5

■ IN NCAA HUNT: The
Orange’s overtime win over the
Hokies may have saved the sea-
son. B-5

MERGER, PAGE A-9

For more than 30 years, the house known as the Gothic Cottage on
South Salina Street sat vacant, waiting for someone to restore it to its
former glory. No one ever did and now it’s gone.

Wednesday, contractors for the Greater Syracuse Land Bank demol-
ished the once-distinctive house. The loss of a landmark was mourned
on Facebook, while neighbors cheered the end of an eyesore.

“It really didn’t have any real historical value as far as the inte-
rior. That had all been taken out. It was time for it to go,” said Will
Morgan, who owns Morgan & Morgan Home Inspections / Building
Consultants. His office is across the street from the cottage. A-8

— Charley Hannagan

SYRACUSE

Long-vacant Gothic Cottage is demolished
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By Allie Healy
ahealy@syracuse.com

W hile there was hope
that the Gothic
Cottage at 1631 S.
Salina St. would be

salvaged, the historic home
met its fate on Wednesday.
The building, one of the

last of its style of architec-
ture in Syracuse, had been
falling down for years. Dick
Case reported for The Post-
Standard that in 2012, the
Common Council approved
an application by Syracuse
Model Neighborhood Corp.
to apply for a state Urban
Initiative Grant of $200,000
to renovate the house as a
one-family dwelling.
As of 2012, the house was

owned by the New Jerusalem
Church of God in Christ. The
church bought it about 30
years ago with intentions to
turn it into a center for the
congregation, but these plans
were never fulfilled. In 2004,
Case spoke to the Rev. James
T. Jones, who suggested the
city ought to demolish the house.
The plan, in 2012, was that the city would

seize the house for back taxes, as the church
owed about $179,000. The property would then
be sold to Model Neighborhood.
In 2002, Model Neighborhood attempted to

remodel the home, but couldn’t come up with
the money. In a second try in 2012, Model
Neighborhood said it had its own crew of car-
penters to cut back on the costs.
Syracuse historians date the house to 1850

to 1855. It was built in a part of the city known
as the village of Danforth, named for Asa
Danforth, a city pioneer from 1874 to 1887.
In 2005, Dennis Connors, curator of history

at Onondaga Historical Association, and Case
wrote about the cottage and the Lynch family,
who lived in the home when it was part of a
“doctor’s row” on South Salina Street.
“It was such a pretty place,” Irene Lynch said

of her former home. “It breaks my heart to see
it now.”

This feature is a part of CNY Nostalgia at syracuse.com/
vintage. Send your ideas and curiosities to Allie Healy at
ahealy@syracuse.com or at 766-6725.

LOCAL

By SamanthaHouse
shouse@syracuse.com

It’s no secret that Matthew
Watkins wants to be a mail carrier.
The 17-year-old boy who lives

in Clay has long loved to greet his
local carrier and count the mail
trucks parked outside the U.S.
Postal Service’s Bayberry post
office, said his mother, Jennifer
Watkins. When Matthew was
diagnosed with cancer last May,
postal uniforms given to him by
retired carriers brought Matthew

comfort — accompanying him to a
Rochester hospital during his nearly
eight-month stay.
A few weeks after Matthew

returned home from the hospital, the
Bayberry post office decided to wel-
come home their top supporter.
A procession of 25 postal trucks

escorted by Moyers Corners Fire
Department trucks paraded Tuesday
from the Bayberry Plaza on 7608
Oswego Road to Matthew’s
Portobello Way home, said Maureen
Marion, a Postal Service spokes-

woman. The event was launched by
Annie Agrasto, a nurse and friend of
Matthew’s family.
Decked out in his Postal Service

hat and shirt, Matthew smiled as he
watched the parade pass by.
“It’s definitely a welcome home

present,” Matthew’s mother said.
Matthew, a Liverpool High School

student, was hospitalized May
20, 2015, after he was diagnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia,
Watkins said. He was released from
the hospital on Jan. 7 and is working

on rebuilding his strength.
Matthew was “overwhelmed”

by the number of vehicles in the
parade, Watkins said. He is already
eager to relive the event through
photos and videos.
Marion said Bayberry’s carri-

ers were eager to participate in the
parade.
“We wanted to give him a bump

up,” Marion said. “Actually, he gives
us more of a bump up than we gave
him.”

A SPECIAL
DELIVERY
Mail and firetrucks bring
message of hope to Clay teen

Matthew Watkins holds his U.S. Postal Service uniform after a
parade of postal delivery trucks and fire trucks passed by.

A fleet of U.S. Postal Service trucks from the Bayberry post office head to Matthew Watkins’ Clay home Tuesday morning. Mail
carriers and firefighters held a parade to support Matthew, an aspiring mail carrier who is battling cancer. (Provided photos)

The Gothic Cottage in the 1940s. (Onondaga Historical Association)

The Gothic Cottage at 1631 S. Salina St. was demolished Wednesday. (David Lassman | dlassman@syracuse.com)

Gothic Cottage finally falls to ruin

By Geoff Herbert
gherbert@syracuse.com

Will Phish’s 2016 tour
dates include a stop at
Syracuse’s newest concert
venue?
Multiple fan sites are

reporting rumors that Trey
Anastasio’s famed jam band
will perform a concert at the
Lakeview Amphitheater on
July 10.
Last week, somewhat reli-

able fan site phishrumors.
com said the band would
likely kick off its trek in late
June before hitting Upstate
NewYork in July. Shows
are predicted to be sched-
uled for July 1-3 at Saratoga
Performing Arts Center near
Albany and July 10 at the
Lakeview Amphitheater.
Well-known phantasytour.

com user “AttyatLoew”
added fuel to the fire by
announcing his own list on
Monday, including the same
three-night stay at SPAC
and the same date for the
Lakeview Amphitheater.
AttyatLoew correctly pre-
dicted more than 83 percent
of Phish’s concerts the past
two summers, including the
band’s Magnaball festival at
Watkins Glen in 2015, both
more than a week before the
tours were announced.
If the rumors are true,

Syracuse would be a home-
coming show for drummer
Jon Fishman, the Jamesville-
DeWitt High School gradu-
ate and SAMMY Lifetime
Achievement winner that the
band is named after.
Phish last performed in

Syracuse during their 2009
reunion tour, though the
band still hits Upstate New
York often. In 2014, the
War Memorial nearly hosted

Phish for a five-night rehears-
al stay and a tour kickoff
concert, but the deal fell
through at the last minute.
A rep at Onondaga County

declined to confirm or deny
the rumor.
“Live Nation is working on

a number of concerts for the
Lakeview Amphitheater,” an
official statement said. “We
have announced each of the
concerts that have been offi-
cially booked and will con-
tinue to do so as we receive
updates.”
To date, eight shows have

been confirmed for the
Lakeview Amphitheater:
Ringo Starr, Dave Matthews
Band, Rascal Flatts, Journey/
Doobie Brothers, Jason
Aldean, Dierks Bentley,
Keith Urban and a “surprise
superstar” country act. Other
tentative concerts for the
Amp include the Warped
Tour and Florida Georgia
Line; county officials previ-
ously announced Florida
Georgia Line for the same
date as the “surprise super-
star” concert, but the band
has removed Syracuse from
its website list of tour dates.

THE SCHEDULE SO FAR
June 3: Ringo Starr and His All-
Starr Band

June 22: Dave Matthews Band
June 24: Rascal Flatts
July 7: Vans Warped Tour (tenta-
tive)

July 10: Phish (rumor)
July 13: Journey with the Doobie
Brothers

July 15: Jason Aldean
Aug. 6: Dierks Bentley
Aug. 25: Keith Urban
Sept. 2: “Surprise superstar”
country act (Florida Georgia
Line?)

Rumored Phish
tour dates include
show at the Amp

The 1850s gothic cottage at 1631 S. Salina St. has been vacant for 30 years. The church next
door also will be demolished. (2004 photo, Michelle Gabel)
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TOUR DEPARTS LIVERPOOL

JUNE 24–JULY 7
with Retired

"Good News" host
MIKE PRICE

FREE
TRAVEL SHOWS

LIVERPOOL
Tues., Feb. 9

10 AM, 2 & 7 PM
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14 Day Land & Cruise Tour

� Airfare & 24 meals
� 4 night cruise
� Denali National Park


