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LOCAL
GRANBY

Man, girlfriend, ex-wife accused
of producing child pornography
A Granby man, his girlfriend and his ex-wife have been

charged with sexually abusing three children for the purpose
of making child pornography.
Clif J. Seaway, Tammy J. LaMere and Tammy M. Martin

were charged Wednesday on federal counts of sexual exploi-
tation of children. They’re also facing state criminal charges.
Seaway, 59, admitted to investigators with the state police

and Homeland Security that he started sexually abusing one
girl when she was six months old and continued until she was
9½, according to court papers.
He also admitted taking sexually explicit pictures of a pre-

pubescent boy, court papers said. Seaway told investigators
he took one picture “because it was cute,” court papers said.
LaMere, 45, of Fulton, is Seaway’s girlfriend. Martin, 46,

of Carthage, is his ex-wife.
Investigators executed a search warrant at Seaway’s home

Feb. 24 and seized 57 pieces of electronic media, according
to an affidavit from Homeland Security Special Agent Lon
Ziankoski.
Seaway and LaMere are accused of sexually exploiting two

children. Martin is accused of victimizing the same two chil-
dren, plus another.
Seaway and LaMere were charged with state crimes in

Oswego County Court on Feb. 24. Martin was charged in
Jefferson County Court this week.
There could be more victims and arrests, Assistant U.S.

Attorney Lisa Fletcher said.
— John O’Brien

LOCAL BRIEFING

By JohnO’Brien
jobrien@syracuse.com

Gary Thibodeau’s brother
and lawyer say they have high
hopes that an appeals court
will reverse a judge’s decision
Wednesday not to overturn
Thibodeau’s conviction in
the 1994 kidnapping of Heidi
Allen.
Acting Oswego County

Judge Daniel King gave strong
hints during a hearing last year
that he was going to reject
Thibodeau’s request for a new
trial based on newly discov-
ered evidence and a claim that
prosecutors withheld evidence.
“We knew that was going to

happen,” Richard Thibodeau
said of King’s decision. “My
thought that he knows Gary’s
innocent but he just doesn’t
want to make the right deci-

sion.”
Richard Thibodeau was

also charged with kidnapping
Allen. But in a separate trial
following his brother’s convic-
tion in 1995, a jury acquitted
Richard.
Richard learned of

Wednesday’s decision from
his brother’s lawyer, Federal
Public Defender Lisa Peebles.
She told him she was optimis-
tic about getting an appeals
court to reverse King, he said.
“I’m as confident as I’ve

ever been in any case I’ve
ever handled,” Peebles told
The Post-Standard. She plans
to seek permission from the
Appellate Division of state
Supreme Court to hear the
appeal. If that court denies the
request, she plans to take the
case to federal court.

Allen’s sister, Lisa Buske,
said in an email the judge’s
decision confirms that Gary
Thibodeau belong in prison
for the crime.
Peebles and Richard

Thibodeau said they were dis-
appointed it took King so long
to issue a decision. It came
nearly a year after the last day
of a hearing on the request
ended, and four months after
the judge said he’d issue a
decision soon.
“We wasted a whole year

with this judge, another whole
year of Gary’s life,” Richard
Thibodeau said.
Peebles said she visited

Gary Thibodeau at Clinton
Correctional Facility last week
and told him King was likely
to rule against him.
More than 50 witnesses

testified at the hearing, includ-
ing at least 17 who implicated
three new possible suspects.
Those witnesses didn’t know
each other or the Thibodeaus.
“I’m grateful to all the

people who came forward
and were willing to stick
their necks out,” Peebles said.
“There were some really great
people who came forward in
Oswego County in the hopes
that justice would be reached
for Gary, despite the fact that
they were very fearful.”

UPDATE

Thibodeau’s lawyer, brother
are confident about appeal

New York City woman
rejects plea; judge warns her
of possible life sentence.

ByDouglass Dowty
ddowty@syracuse.com

Three men involved in a
$1 million drug ring have
pleaded guilty to state prison
sentences.
But Maria Rodriguez, 50, of

NewYork City, has rejected a
plea deal that would have sent
her to prison for 10 years for
what has been described as a
large heroin and cocaine ring.
Three other major players,
Christopher Ramos, Vincente
Alvarez-Medina and Jeyson
Pizarro have pleaded guilty.

Authorities found three kilo-
grams of cocaine, more than a
kilogram of heroin and more
than $75,000 cash in connec-
tion with the drug ring.
Rodriguez now goes to trial

in June facing a minimum sen-
tence of at least 15 years and
the possibility of life in prison,
if convicted.
County Court Judge

Anthony Aloi made it clear
Thursday that 10 years in pris-
on was his final offer before
trial.
“I think this case should be

settled,” the judge said. “My
conscience is clear. If con-
victed she’s going to prison
for life, with a minimum of 15

to 25 years.”
Aloi noted that Rodriguez

is innocent until proven guilty
and if acquitted by a jury, she
walks free. But if convicted,
the judge said he would have
no sympathy.
“It may be a business to

some people, it’s a death sen-
tence to others,” Aloi said. “I
don’t want to hear sympathy
from anyone who is found to
have been involved in these
activities.”
The judge repeatedly drove

home the consequences if
Rodriguez is found guilty.
“It’s like a murder,” the

judge said. “Just like someone
had killed someone.”

That’s how serious the
state Legislature has taken
the crime of distributing
heroin and other hard drugs,
he noted.
“I don’t want to minimize

the devastation of those who
are involved in business of
distributing this stuff,” Aloi
continued. “It’s a business that
ruins lives. I see this every-
day.”
Rodriguez, who listened to

the judge through a translator,
did not respond to the judge’s
remarks.
She remains in jail and is

due to stand trial June 6.

Heroin trafficking suspect could face same punishment as murderer

This building at 1001 E. Brighton Ave. in Syracuse looks like it might have been part of a railroad depot at one time. Developer
Joe Hucko said he may preserve the building when he redevelops the property with a complex of office, retail and apartment
buildings. (Rick Moriarty | rmoriarty@syracuse.com)

By RickMoriarty
rmoriarty@syracuse.com

I t looks like it’s waiting
for the next train to pull
up. But no railroad ever
ran past the mysterious

structure — at least not where
the building stands on East
Brighton Avenue.
The small, yellow building

with an overhang roof looks
like it once stood at a railroad
depot. Instead, the long-vacant
building stands where devel-
oper Joe Hucko is planning to
build Brighton Mews, a $6.2
million mix of commercial,
retail and residential building
and a nature trail.
The property at 1001 E.

Brighton Ave. contains an
abandoned gas station, a
vacant home and garage —
and the building that looks like
it belongs at a railroad depot.
Plans Hucko submitted to

the city for his project include
demolishing all of the struc-
tures on the property. But
Hucko told The Post-Standard

he might not demolish the
railroad-style building because
it is unusual. Instead, he said
he may move it to the rear of
the property, a wooded area
where he is planning to create
a nature trail.
No railroad runs past the

property, so it’s unclear what
the building is doing on the
site. It has a door and three
windows on the front, one
window on each of its two
sides and two windows on the
back of the building.
Inside, the building is filled

with junk, including old
chairs, a table umbrella and a
bag of calcium chloride, a salt
used to melt ice on walkways
and driveways. They look like
they’ve been quite a while.
Hucko said he does not

know the history behind the
building — like where it came
from or what it was used for.
Pamela Priest, archivist

and research center manager
at the Onondaga Historical
Association, said she could

find no evidence that the
building was moved from any
local railroad depots.
Dennis Connors, curator

of history for the association,
said the building was vacant
when he looked at it about 30
years ago when researching
old trolley buildings. Trolley
buildings often have an octag-
onal shape, so he decided this
one, being square, was prob-
ably never part of a trolley
stop, he said.
But while checking it out,

a man who lived or worked
in the Brighton Avenue area
approached him and said the
building was once used as a
hot dog stand, Connors said.
“It does have an unusual

design,” he said. “It looks like
a place that could have served
hot dogs or ice cream.”

Do you know the history of this
building? Email reporter Rick
Moriarty at rmoriarty@syracuse.
com.

Mystery ‘train depot’ might be saved

What they’re saying about
the mystery “train depot.”

� OLD GAS STATION: It’s the
original Zerebny gas station.
Pete Zerebnys’ parents, Metra
and Mary, who were from
Poland, started business in
this small one-room gas sta-
tion. When they built the new
station they just moved the old
station out back because liv-
ing through the great depres-
sion they never demolished
or threw away anything that
could possibly be put to
another use. Also I think Pete
kept it for nostalgic reasons.
— alwayslookingforthetruth
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Gary Thibodeau at a hearing
in 2015. (Gary Walts | gwalts@
syracuse.com)

Clif Seaway, Tammy LaMere and Tammy Martin

SYRACUSE

Tom Kenny, voice of ‘SpongeBob,’
joins St. Patrick’s Parade lineup
Syracuse native Tom Kenny,

the voice of SpongeBob
SquarePants, will return home
this month to appear at the 34th
Syracuse St. Patrick’s Parade on
March 12.
Nickelodeon’s beloved

SpongeBob SquarePants charac-
ter will ride the parade route on a
float with Kenny.
Kenny’s additional television

voice work includes Dog in
“CatDog,” Heffer on “Rocko’s
Modern Life” and “Lumpus the
Moose” on “Camp Lazlow.”
He has also been a regular
cast member on the animated
series “Super Robot Monkey
Team,” “Futurama,” “Dexter’s
Laboratory,” “Johnny Bravo” and
“Powerpuff Girls.”
Today, Kenny lives in Los

Angeles with his wife, son and
daughter.

ROSE OF TRALEE 2016 NAMED
Parade officials have also chosen the 2016 Syracuse Rose

of Tralee.
Colleen Byrnes, 21, of Syracuse, is a registered nurse at St.

Joseph’s Hospital and a senior in the dual-degree nursing pro-
gram at Le Moyne College.
She is an accomplished Irish step dancer who helps teach

students at the Francis Academy of Irish Dance in Syracuse.
Byrnes said service to others in the community has always
been a focus for her and influenced her decision to go into
the nursing profession.
The Rose of Tralee program, which was part of the

parade’s early years, returned to the parade lineup this
year. The parade committee invited women of Irish descent
between the ages of 18 and 23 to participate in parade events
as the Syracuse Rose of Tralee.
Fashioned after the internationally known “Rose” program,

the Syracuse program was designed to honor a strong woman
who volunteers her time.
There are eigth days left until the 2016 Syracuse St.

Patrick’s Parade.
The parade kickoff party will take place from noon to 6

p.m. on Sunday at Kitty Hoyne’s Irish Pub, 301 W. Fayette
St., Syracuse.
It will feature door prizes, music by Frank and Burns, the

Emerald City Pipe Band and Girsa. Admission is $10, which
includes a drink.
—Katrina Tulloch

DEWITT

District: No weapons found in search
at Jamesville-DeWitt High School
A rumor that a Jamesville-DeWitt High School student

brought a weapon to school Thursday was false, officials say.
School administrators learned about the rumor Thursday

morning, Principal Paul Gasparini told faculty and staff in an
email. The student rumored to have a weapon was held in the
school’s office while administrators called the DeWitt police,
he wrote.
The student was questioned and searched, Gasparini wrote.

The school and the student’s locker also were searched.
No weapons were found, said a spokeswoman for

Jamesville-DeWitt Central School District Superintendent
Alice Kendrick.
Lt. Scott Hare, of the DeWitt Police Department, confirmed

no weapons were found. He also said no illegal drugs were
found on school property at 6845 Edinger Drive, contrary to
rumors circulating in the school.
The student had lighters, which are not allowed on school

property, Hare said.
After determining the student had violated school rules, the

student was “sanctioned accordingly,” Gasparini wrote. Police
escorted the student off campus to his home, he wrote.
— Samantha House

Tom Kenny, Syracuse
native and voice
of “SpongeBob
SquarePants.” (AP Photo /
Ric Francis)


