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edoran@syracuse.com

The percentage of stu-
dents refusing to take the
English assessment test
last week appears to be up
slightly, but the percent-
ages vary greatly.
The number of stu-

dents refusing to take
the state English assess-
ment exams last week
appears to be up slightly
in Onondaga County, but
the percentage opting out
varies greatly among the
districts, according to a
Post-Standard survey of
districts.
Based on the percent-

ages reported by school
districts, the median per-
centage of students opting
out rose from 20 percent
last year to 22 percent, the
survey found. (That esti-
mate is made with four of
19 districts in the county
not reporting opt out percentages yet).
The opt out rates ranged from 18 percent to

44 percent of the student deciding not to take
the exams this week, the survey found. The
state’s math assessments will be given this
week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
LaFayette Central School District again had

the highest percentage of opt out students in
the county at 44 percent, the same percent-
age as last year. None of the 76 students
eligible for the ELA exam in the Onondaga
Nation School took the test, said LaFayette
Superintendent Laura Lavine.
Lavine said she doesn’t know why that is,

but she respects the families’ decisions to take
or to refuse the test.
East Syracuse Minoa’s rate increased from

33 to 37 percent, while Westhill dropped from
40 percent to 35 percent, according to the
districts.
Last year, just 6 percent of Syracuse city

school students opted out of the ELA exam.
The Syracuse city schools have about 21,000
students.
Across the Onondaga County, some dis-

tricts’ opt out percentages stayed the same this
year, while others went up or down. Those
same fluctuations are reflected in statewide
numbers as well, according to Loy Gross,
who runs the opt-out group United to Counter
the Core.
The state Education Department doesn’t

release final opt out num-
bers until late summer.
With about 37 percent

of districts reporting,
refusal numbers statewide
are at 12,500 so far, or
11.4 percent of eligible
students, according to a
survey by opt out advo-
cates. State officials said
about 20 percent refused
to take the assessment
tests last year.
Dolgeville in Herkimer

County reportedly has the
highest opt out rate at 92
percent this week, accord-
ing to opt out advocates.
Parents there led a grass-
roots campaign on social
media and at forums to
persuade others why they
believe it’s prudent to opt
out.
In response to com-

plaints, the state education
department made some
changes to the tests this

year: there are fewer questions, students aren’t
timed and they aren’t tied to teacher evalua-
tions.
Some CNY school superintendents said

they believe the overall anti-testing fervor
was not as high this year because of those
changes.
Opt-out advocates disagree.
“Parents continue to take action and have

once again strongly rejected the test-based
punitive system imposed upon their children
and public schools,’’ said Jessica McNair, who
runs the Opt Out CNY group.
McNair said she believes in districts where

the numbers decreased, it was due to school
officials pressuring parents to have their chil-
dren take the exams.
Gross said she thinks some parents believe

having a new education commissioner —
MaryEllen Elia — will make a difference and
that she’ll follow through on improving the
tests even more.
In other cases, “many schools put on the

full court press” to persuade parents to have
their children take the test, she said.
The NewYork State Education Department

says the tests are necessary because they
provide valuable information regarding a stu-
dent’s academic progress.
The opt out movement says that standard-

ized tests are an unreliable measure of student
learning or teaching.

Is the opt-out movement as strong
in Onondaga County this year?

OPT OUT RATES ACROSS
ONONDAGA COUNTY
District 2015 2016

Baldwinsville 19% 26%
ESM 33 37
Fabius-Pompey 25 27
Fayette.-Manlius 16 15
Jamesville-DeWitt 20 18
Jordan-Elbridge 19 20
LaFayette 44 44
Liverpool 24 25
Lyncourt 12 21
Marcellus 14 12
North Syracuse 22 21
Onondaga 33 28
Skaneateles 16 11
Solvay 25 23
Syracuse 6 NA
Tully 17 20
West Genesee 18 19
Westhill 40 35

Source: 2016, school districts;
2015, NYS Education Department
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Are you or someone you know struggling with hearing loss? We need 31 people with difficulty hearing

(especially in noisy situations) to evaluate the latest in digital technology from a major brand name hearing

aid manufacturer. Call today to schedule your FREE hearing screening and consultation!

WANTED
31 people needed to try the latest

digital hearing aid technology

CALL NOW! LIMITED-TIME
Now through Friday, April 29

Save up to

50% off SRP**

on a pair of Premium

technology hearing aids.

LIMITED-TIME!REWARD
FREE No-obligation hearing screening
FREE Demonstration of the latest

hearing aid technology

FREE Checking and cleaning
of current hearing aid(s)

FREE $50 Gift Card*

Ultra discreet and easy
to use hearing aids!

Invisible-In-The-Canal

Manlius: 240 West Seneca Street, Suite 3, Manlius, NY 13104 888-429-8030
Oswego: 106 West Utica Street, Suite B, Oswego, NY 13126 888-431-6918
Syracuse: 1001 James Street, Syracuse, NY 13203 888-601-8285

*$50 gift card applies to hearing aid purchases only after completion of a 90-day use period. No other offers or discounts apply.
Offers may not be combined. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Service fee may apply. **Suggested Retail Price. Offer expires 4/29/16. CCRGBG+A.
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