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Russian soldiers stand on a road last week as smoke rises from a controlled land mine
detonation by Russian experts inside the ancient town of Palmyra, Syria. (AP Photo / Hassan Ammar)

By ZeinaKaram
Associated Press

Damascus, Syria — The
first foreign experts who vis-
ited the museum in Palmyra
after it was taken over from
Islamic State militants said
they spent a week collecting
fragments of priceless broken
sculptures from the museum
grounds and preparing them
for transportation to Damascus
in a rescue mission they hope
will help salvage most of its
contents.
Back in the Syrian capital

Saturday, they offered grim
new details about the extent
of the destruction caused by
the extremists during their
10-month stay in the ancient
town.
The museum was trashed

and some of its best-known
artifacts and statues were
smashed by the militants, who
cut off the heads and hands of
statues and demolished others
before being driven out last
month.
Bartosz Markowski, from

the Polish Archaeological
Center at the University of
Warsaw, told The Associated
Press that most of the 200
objects which were exhib-
ited on the ground floor of
the Palmyra museum were
destroyed, many of them
apparently with hard tools like
hammers. Many artifacts have
been stolen, he added.
He and his colleagues were

the first specialists to visit
Palmyra after it was taken
over by the Syrian army, and
spent a week working and
assessing the damage.
“We collected everything

we could. The fragments
were spread around the whole
museum among broken glass
and furniture ... It is a catastro-
phe,” he said.
During their rule of

Palmyra, the extremists
demolished some of the most
famous Roman-era monu-
ments that stand just outside
the town, including two large
temples dating back more
than 1,800 years and a Roman

triumphal archway, filming
the destruction themselves for
the world to see. The sprawl-
ing outdoor site, a UNESCO
world heritage site, as well
as the museum were among
Syria’s main tourist attractions
before the civil war.
Among the best-known stat-

ues destroyed was the famous
Lion of Allat, a 2000-year-old
statue that previously greeted
visitors and tourists outside
the Palmyra museum. The
statue, which used to adorn the
temple of Allat, a pre-Islamic
goddess in Palmyra, was
defaced by IS militants and
knocked over by bulldozers.
On a visit to Palmyra on

Thursday, a reporter saw the
statue lying outside the muse-
um building with its face cut.
“Fortunately we collected

most of the fragments and I
hope it can be reconstructed
very soon,” said Markowski,
who in 2005 took part in a
Polish archaeological mission
that did renovation work on
the statue.

Scientists survey damage
in Syria’s Palmyra museum

By Lolita C. Baldor
Associated Press

Al Dhafra Air Base,
United Arab Emirates —
U.S. Defense Secretary
Ash Carter said he will talk
with his commanders in
the coming days to identify
additional ways the U.S. can
intensify the fight against
Islamic State militants in
Iraq and Syria, including
more airstrikes, cyberattacks
and American troops on the
ground.
He said the United States

wants to do more in the
fight and is “only limited
by our own ingenuity” and
ideas. Carter expressed
confidence that the White
House will approve recom-
mendations, saying noth-
ing he has asked President
Barack Obama for yet in the
conflicts has been turned
down.
Carter spoke to reporters

at Al-Dhafra Air Base near
Abu Dhabi, an important
launching point for mili-
tary operations against the
Islamic State group in the
region.
His visit comes as the

U.S. is considering moves
to boost the number of
American troops in Iraq, as
well as other steps to help
the Iraqis take on IS.
Carter suggested the U.S.

may consider shifting the
nature of its military cam-
paign against the extrem-
ists, adding there could be
more rapid targeting of the
enemy as intelligence on the
ground improves.
“As we’ve learned more

and are more on top of the
enemy, you can do more
dynamic targeting,” Carter
said.
Late last month, U.S.

Gen. Joseph Dunford, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, told reporters that he
and Carter believe there will
be an increase in U.S. forces
in Iraq in the coming weeks.

U.S. may boost
fight against
militants

Brazil’s former president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, holds a
flag while speaking Saturday during a rally in Brasilia.
(AP Photo / Eraldo Peres)

ByDomPhillips
The Washington Post

Brasilia — Brazil is on the
verge of a historic impeach-
ment vote in its National
Congress that could oust
Dilma Rousseff, the president
of South America’s most
populous country.
If two-thirds of lawmak-

ers in the lower house opt
for an impeachment trial in
a vote that starts at 1 p.m.
today, and the upper house
later endorses the decision
by a majority, the leader of
the world’s fourth-biggest
democracy will be suspended
for 180 days and replaced by
her vice president, Michel
Temer.
A trial in the Federal

Senate — which could hap-
pen while Rio de Janeiro
stages South America’s
first Olympics in August
— will follow. But by then,
Rousseff’s presidency may
well be over.
The country is looking ner-

vously over the brink, divided
over its future and the very
legality of the process that
Rousseff and her supporters
say is an institutional coup
and an attack on Brazil’s
young democracy.
Brazil’s two-decade

military dictatorship ended
in 1985, and it has already
impeached one president —
Fernando Collor de Mello,

in 1992 — since then. But
Collor’s impeachment, on
corruption grounds, was
widely supported, and Brazil
is split over Rousseff’s fate.
Pro- and anti-impeachment

protesters are camped out
in Brasilia and a metal bar-
rier has been erected outside
Congress to keep them apart.
Politicians are fighting a last-
minute battle to persuade a
dwindling group of deputies
to make up their minds.
On Friday, the pro-

impeachment camp said they
had enough votes to win.
Hours later, the government
had turned some deputies
back in their favor and was
claiming it could survive.
“Let’s add up the no’s, the

abstentions and the absenc-
es,” said Afonso Florence,
leader of the Workers’ Party
caucus in the lower house.
Rousseff, who was nar-

rowly re-elected in 2014, is
accused of breaking a respon-
sibility law in using state
bank funds to cover gaps in
her budget. She denies the
allegations.
Hanging over the process

is an enormous corruption
scandal involving billions
of dollars in bribes and
kickbacks at state-run oil
company Petrobras, which
has entangled lawmakers
and officials from her own
Workers’ Party and its allies.

Brazil divided over
impeachment vote
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Note time
Aging Mastery Program
Tuesday, May 3, 1 to 2 p.m. at
HealthLink, 6333 Rt. 298,
East Syracuse
With the National Council
on Aging, we are asking
participants to join our
Aging Mastery Program.
This intro. session will be
followed with a 10-week
program starting July 12 .
Expert speakers will in-
form, encourage and sup-
port adults through the
aging process with group
discussion and peer sup-
port.Explore navigating
longer lives, physical activ-
ity, sleep, nutrition and hy-
dration, financial fitness,
medications, advance plan-
ning, relationships, balance
and community engage-
ment. Limited space. Regis-
ter (required): 464-6555.

Am I at Risk for Stroke?
Thursday,May5,6to7p.m.
atLiverpoolLibrary,310TulipSt.
Presenter: Julius Gene S. Latorre, MD
MPH, Associate Professor of Neurology
and Neurosurgery; Director, Upstate
Comprehensive Stroke Center
Learn about stroke risk
factors and how to recog-
nize stroke. Act FAST!
It could save your life.

Lower Back Pain
and Spinal Stenosis
Monday, May 9, 6 to 7 p.m. at
HealthLink, 6333 Rt. 298,
East Syracuse
Presenter: William Lavelle, MD, Asst.
Professor, Adult and Pediatric Spine
and Scoliosis Surgery, Upstate Ortho-
pedics, Upstate Medical University
Lumbar spinal stenosis is a
narrowing of the spinal
canal in the lower back. It
may cause pain, numbness,
or weakness, most often in
the legs, feet, and buttocks.
Causes and treatments.

Osteoporosis: The
Endocrine Perspective
Thursday, May 12, 6 to 7 p.m.
atThe Hearth at Greenpoint,
150 Old Liverpool Rd.
Presenter: Jennifer Kelly, DO, Assoc.
Professor of Medicine; Director, Bone
Densitometry Program, Upstate’s Joslin
Diabetes Center
Learn about osteoporosis
management, medications
and their side effects.

Better Bone Health
Monday, May 16, 6 to 7 p.m.
at HealthLink, 6333 Rt. 298,
East Syracuse
Presenter: Karen Kemmis, DPT, MS,
GCS, CDE, Upstate Medical University
People with low bone den-
sity and osteoporosis can
benefit from physical activ-
ity and exercise to prevent
and recover from fractures
by improving or maintain-
ing bone density, improv-
ing posture, and preventing
falls through better balance.
Trends and exercise safety.

Seizure Disorders
in Children
Thursday, May 19, 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. at HealthLink,
6333 Rt. 298, East Syracuse
Presenter: Leigh Wilson, MS, PNP,
Upstate Medical University
Learn about seizures and
treatments for children.
Focus is on school issues for
children with seizure disor-
ders and how it affects their
attendance and progress in
school. Light refreshments.

Note new site
Shoulder Pain
Monday, May 23, 6 to 7 p.m.
at Baldwinsville YMCA, 8040
River Rd.
Presenter: Kevin Setter, MD, Assoc.
Professor, Orthopedic Surgery; Chief,
Shoulder & Elbow Div., Bone and Joint
Center, Upstate Medical University
Learn about the latest treat-
ment options— including
arthroplasty — to repair the
shoulder joint and improve
or restore range of motion.

Women and Stroke
Thursday, May 26, 6 to 7 p.m.
at HealthLink, 6333 Rt. 298,
East Syracuse
Presenter: Michelle Vallelunga, RN,
MS, CNRN, Data Coordinator, Up-
state Comprehensive Stroke Center
Learn how to recognize a
stroke in women, what to
do if you think someone is
having a stroke and how
to reduce risk. Women’s
symptoms may differ from
men’s. Act FAST! Learn
about a support group.

Learn to Manage Your
Chronic Condition for
FREE!
Wednesdays, May 25 through
June 29, 1 to 3:30 p.m. at Liv-
erpool Library, 310 Tulip St.

Certified Peer Leaders: Sue
Stowell and Harriet Mark
The Chronic Disease Self-
Management Program
(CDSMP) is a peer-led
health program for adults
18+ with ongoing health
conditions. Sessions com-
plement the health care
participants already receiv-
ing. CDSMP’s purpose is to
enhance a person’s ability
to manage his/her health
and maintain an active and
fulfilling lifestyle. Limited
space, register (required):
464-6555.

REGISTRATION required, call Upstate Connect: (315) 464-8668
Seminars presented by Upstate Medical University

Sign up any day,
any time. Upstate
Connect is 24/7!
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GoodTo Know
Adult Sleep Teaching Day
Saturday, May 7, 8 a.m. to noon at HealthLink, 6333 Rt. 298, East Syracuse
Presenters: Antonio Culebras, MD, Fellow, American Academy of Sleep Medicine and Professor of Neurology; Dragos Manta,
MD, Assistant Professor of Medicine, Pulmonary Critical Care and Sleep Medicine; Officer David Giocondo, NYS University
Police; Anna Fermin, MD, Upstate Medical University
Join us to learn about and recognize sleep apnea, restless leg syndrome, how over-the-
counter drugs affect sleep, and issues of driving with sleep disorders. Schedule: 8 a.m.
Registration, breakfast; 8:45 a.m.Opening Remarks (Culebras); 9 a.m. Sleep Apnea
(Manta); 9:45 a.m. Driving with Sleep Disorders (Giocondo); 10:45 a.m. Restless Leg
Syndrome (Culebras); 11:30 a.m.Over the Counter Drugs and Sleep Disorders (Fermin).
Info and registration: online at upstate.edu/sleepday or call (315) 487-5337 by 4/22/16.

www.upstate.edu/healthlink HealthLink/OASIS Center, 6333 NY Rt. 298, East Syracuse
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BOTTAR LEONE ATTORNEYS
a pro f e s s i ona l l im i t ed l i a b i l i t y comp an y
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