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SYRACUSE

Posters left at City Hall on Monday morning show a Colin Kaeperniclt jersey alongside a quote from Frederick Douglass, 
taken from a speech he made on the steps of City Hall in 1847. Photos by Chris Baker, cbaker@syracuse.com

Posters left at City Hall liken 
QB Kaepemick to Douglass

The poster with a picture of Kaepernick’s jersey when he 
played for the San Francisco 49ers.

Chris Baker
cbaker@syracuse.com

A piece of local history 
and a reference to a modern 
controversy appeared mys­
teriously on the steps of Syr­
acuse’s City Hall on Monday 
morning.

Seven posters citing the 
words of abolitionist Freder­
ick Douglass, accompanied 
by a jersey of former NFL 
star Colin Kaepernick, were 
neatly arranged outside the 
building on East Washington 
Street.

“I know this kind of talk 
is not agreeable to what are 
called patriots. Indeed some 
have called me a traitor,” the 
first poster reads. “I believe if 
I had a country, I should be a 
patriot.”

The words on the posters 
were pulled from a Douglass 
speech called “Love of God, 
Love of Man, Love of Coun­
try,” made on the steps of 
Syracuse City Hall on Sept. 
24,1847.

It was one of many 
speeches Douglass made in 
Syracuse as he toured the 
nation speaking against slav­
ery and oppression. He fre­
quently spoke on the anni­
versary of the Jerry Rescue 
(October 1, 1851), which is 
commemorated with a statue 
in Clinton Square nearby.

Ryan Powers made the 
signs. He said Douglass’ 
speech is applicable still 
today and he hoped to see a

statue of Douglass installed 
in front of City Hall to com­
memorate all the work he did 
in the area.

“A statue would build 
civic pride, and most import­
ant offer the attractive les­
son to Syracusans that love 
of country should not come 
through blindfolded faith,” 
Power said. “Rather each cit­
izen should be scrupulous in 
criticism of country, work to 
change it, and if they come 
out of their examination with 
love for country, then that 
love is coming from a citizen 
with the homage of reason, 
and that is a love worth more 
than the love of a lemming.”

The posters appeared 
overnight Sunday. The final 
poster includes a photo of 
Douglass and a call to action: 
“Know Syracuse history;

Make Syracuse a progressive 
hotbed again.”

The logo of the Onondaga 
Historical Association is 
shown, but the OHA played 
no role in the display.

Gregg Tripoli, executive 
director of the OHA, said 
the photo of Douglass comes 
from their archives, but was 
used without permission. As 
a not-for-profit, the associa­
tion doesn’t get involved with 
social movements. Still, Trip­
oli said it was flattering that 
the author recognized the 
historical organization in its 
efforts to promote Syracuse 
history.

“We agree with that: 
‘Know your Syracuse his­
tory,”’ Tripoli said, adding 
that “All press is good press.”

Alexander Marion, a 
spokesman for the may­

or’s office, called the post­
ers part of a long tradition 
of demonstrations of free 
speech at City Hall.

The display comes amid 
renewed controversy over 
NFL players, and others, 
kneeling during “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” Kaeper­
nick is credited with initi­
ating the protests that have 
swept the NFL.

Last year, Kaepernick 
began kneeling during the 
national anthem in protest 
of racial oppression and 
police brutality in inequal­
ity in the United States. 
He became an immediate 
lightning rod and, this year, 
found himself out of a job.

At a rally in Alabama 
two weeks ago, President 
Donald Trump alluded to 
Kaepernick while stump­
ing for a Congressional can­
didate.

“Wouldn’t you love to see 
one of these NFL owners, 
when somebody disrespects 
our flag, you’d say, ‘Get that 
son of a bitch off the field 
right now. Out! He’s fired,”’ 
Trump said.

Trump’s comments 
revived the controversy 
and galvanized the nation. 
Many more players began 
kneeling, sitting or other­
wise protesting the anthem. 
Across the nation, peo­
ple took sides and debates 
raged over the actions of the 
players and the words of the 
president.

SYRACUSE

Ex-coach settles with OCC in lawsuit over race
Julie McMahon
jmcmahon@syracuse.com

A former basketball coach 
settled a lawsuit against 
Onondaga Community Col­
lege, in which he claimed 
he was forced to maintain a 
quota of minority players.

Dave Pasiak sued OCC 
after the college fired him 
for refusing to recruit players 
based on race, according to 
the lawsuit.

Pasiak said in the lawsuit 
he knew it was against OCC’s 
policies, the National Junior 
College Athletic Association 
rules and the law to use race 
in recruitment.

OCC placed Pasiak on 
administrative leave in 
November 2015.

During that time, Pasiak 
said, he met with Presi­
dent Kathleen “Casey” Cra- 
bill, who questioned him 
about his interactions with

minority players, and about 
one player who tried out for 
the 2013-14 team but was cut.

Pasiak was fired in Decem­
ber 2015. He filed the lawsuit 
about a year later.

A federal judge dismissed 
the lawsuit on Friday, stating 
the parties had agreed to set­
tle.

Pasiak could not be 
reached for comment. His 
lawyer declined to comment.

Court filings do not pro-

vide any details about the 
terms of the settlement or 
payments made to Pasiak. 
OCC officials refused to 
comment.

The Post-Standard has 
filed a Freedom of Informa­
tion Law request seeking 
the details.

Pasiak was hired as head 
basketball coach and sports 
information director at Lyn­
don State College in Ver­
mont in September.

SYRACUSE

Uber says incident with SU student ‘upsetting’
Sarah Moses
smoses@syracuse.com

Uber is cooperating with 
a Syracuse police investiga­
tion into report that an Uber 
driver attempted to sexually 
assault a Syracuse Univer­
sity student in a parking lot,

according to a spokesperson 
for the company.

“What’s been described is 
deeply upsetting,” according 
to a statement from Uber. 
“We have removed the driv­
er’s access to the app and we 
have been in touch with local 
authorities to offer any infor­

mation that could be helpful 
in their investigation.”

The i n c i d e n t  w a s  
described last month in a 
Facebook post by a woman 
who identifies herself as an 
administrator for the Syr­
acuse University Parents 
2021 Group. She said she

was sharing a note from 
another SU parent, who 
wished to remain anony­
mous, whose daughter was 
the victim.

The incident happened 
about 3 a.m. on the week­
end of Sept. 16 and 17, 
SEE UBER, A4

AUBURN

Cemetery worker: ‘I’ve seen a lot of 
dead bodies, but nothing like this’

Ron Jones was about to take his lunch break Monday 
when he noticed something unusual in the Auburn ceme­
tery where he works.

As the Fort Hill Cemetery worker rode on a lawn mower
— down a road with woods on both sides — Jones said he 
noticed something in the woods.

“As I got closer, I realized it was a person,” said Jones,
43, of Auburn. “I hollered three or four times, ‘ma’am, 
ma’am.’”

When the woman didn’t respond, Jones said, he walked 
over and saw an image he will likely never forget.

The woman, who police say was in her 30s, was face­
down with her sweater over her head, Jones said. He didn’t 
get too close, but said he didn’t see blood or any marks on 
the woman.

“I’ve seen a lot of dead bodies, but nothing like this,” he 
said. “I had to take a double-take.”

Jones called his boss. His boss called 911.
Auburn police said they did not find signs of trauma on 

the woman, but are investigating her death as suspicious. 
Police believe she had been in that spot, near the Fitch 
Avenue entrance, for 12 to 24 hours.

Detectives say they know who the woman is, but were 
not yet releasing her name until her family is notified.

Police ask anyone with information to call Auburn 
police Detective Bryant Bergenstock at 315-258-9880, or 
Investigator Chris White at 315-252-5874 or 315-253-3231.
— Catie O’Toole

SYRACUSE

Lawyer: Man admits felony for 
dumping flour on TV reporter

A Syracuse man admitted Tuesday to dumping white 
powder on WSYR-TV reporter Farah Jadran during a live 
broadcast in June.

Devin Helmer, 21, of 1408 Butternut St., pleaded guilty 
to placing a false hazardous substance, causing public 
alarm, a felony. The alarming substance was later deter­
mined to be flour, defense lawyer Mike Allen said.

The June 12 incident was captured on the rolling cam­
eras, leading to Helmer’s arrest.

Officially, Helmer will be sentenced to 6 months in jail 
and 4% years on probation. But he has been in jail all sum­
mer and will released at the time of sentencing. Helmer 
will be sentenced Nov. 1. — Douglass Dowty

PALERMO

Body found in woods in Oswego County
A badly decomposed body was found Monday in a patch 

of woods in Oswego County.
State police responded to 54 Craw Road in Palermo 

about 5:30 p.m., said Trooper Jack Keller. A man called for 
help after finding what looked human remains “deep” in 
the woods on his property, he said.

The body “appears to be that of a badly decomposed 
male,” Keller said.

The remains were transported to the Onondaga County 
Medical Examiner’s Office.

The Craw Road property is a 9-acre lot owned by U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association in California, accord­
ing to Oswego County property records. A manufactured 
one-family home is on the land, records show.

— Samantha House

BALDWINSVILLE

A video captured two people suspected of taking reptile 
heaters from a Baldwinsville store.

Theft of reptile heaters caught on video
A man and a woman were caught on video taking rep­

tile heaters from the CountryMax store in Baldwinsville, 
police said.

The video, taken about 5 p.m. Monday, shows a man 
and woman entering the store, and the woman putting the 
heaters in her purse. The man is shown placing a reptile 
heater under his shirt, store officials said.

The items were valued at a total of about $50, according 
to store officials.

Anyone with information can contact the Onondaga 
County sheriff’s department by texting TIPONON and 
your tip to 847411. — Elizabeth Doran

SYRACUSE

Substitute teacher’s car stolen from school
A Syracuse substitute teacher’s car was stolen last week 

out of a parking spot at the Public Service Leadership 
Academy at Fowler High School.

Two 14-year-old boys were charged, Syracuse police 
said.

The teacher reported her car went missing from 227 
Magnolia St. last Wednesday after school let out, police 
spokesman Sgt. Rick Helterline said. The teacher had 
noticed that her keys were lost or stolen during the school 
day, he said, and discovered the car was missing when she 
went to check on it. — Julie McMahon


