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Posters left at City Hall on Monday morning show a Colin Kaepernick jersey alongside a quote from Frederick Douglass,
taken from a speech he made on the steps of City Hall in 1847. Photos by Chris Baker, cbaker@syracuse.com

Posters left at City Hall liken
QB Kaepernick to Douglass

Chris Baker
cbaker@syracuse.com

A piece of local history
and a reference to a modern
controversy appeared mys-
teriously on the steps of Syr-
acuse’s City Hall on Monday
morning.

Seven posters citing the
words of abolitionist Freder-
ick Douglass, accompanied
by a jersey of former NFL
star Colin Kaepernick, were
neatly arranged outside the
building on East Washington
Street.

“I know this kind of talk
is not agreeable to what are
called patriots. Indeed some
have called me a traitor,” the
first poster reads. “I believe if
I had a country, I should be a
patriot.”

The words on the posters
were pulled from a Douglass
speech called “Love of God,
Love of Man, Love of Coun-
try,” made on the steps of
Syracuse City Hall on Sept.
24,1847.

It was one of many
speeches Douglass made in
Syracuse as he toured the
nation speaking against slav-
ery and oppression. He fre-
quently spoke on the anni-
versary of the Jerry Rescue
(October 1, 1851), which is
commemorated with a statue
in Clinton Square nearby.

Ryan Powers made the
signs. He said Douglass’
speech is applicable still
today and he hoped to see a
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KAEPERNICR

| KNOW THIS KIND OF

A
TRAITOR . TWO THINGS
ARE NECESSARY TO MAKE A
TRAITOR. ONE IS, HE SHALL
HAVE A COUNTRY. 1

BELIEVE IF 1 HAD A
COUNTRY, 1 SHOULD BE A
PATRIOT... | CAN LOOK
WITH SOME ADMIRATION
ON YOUR WIDE LAKES,
YOUR FERTILE FIELDS, YOUR

The poster with a picture of Kaepernick’s jersey when he
played for the San Francisco 49ers.

statue of Douglass installed
in front of City Hall to com-
memorate all the work he did
inthe area.

“A statue would build
civic pride, and most import-
ant offer the attractive les-
son to Syracusans that love
of country should not come
through blindfolded faith,”
Power said. “Rather each cit-
izen should be scrupulous in
criticism of country, work to
change it, and if they come
out of their examination with
love for country, then that
love is coming from a citizen
with the homage of reason,
and that is a love worth more
than the love of alemming.”

The posters appeared
overnight Sunday. The final
poster includes a photo of
Douglass and a call to action:
“Know Syracuse history;

Make Syracuse a progressive
hotbed again.”

The logo of the Onondaga
Historical Association is
shown, but the OHA played
no role in the display.

Gregg Tripoli, executive
director of the OHA, said
the photo of Douglass comes
from their archives, but was
used without permission. As
a not-for-profit, the associa-
tion doesn’t get involved with
social movements. Still, Trip-
oli said it was flattering that
the author recognized the
historical organization in its
efforts to promote Syracuse
history.

“We agree with that:
‘Know your Syracuse his-
tory,”” Tripoli said, adding
that “All press is good press.”

Alexander Marion, a
spokesman for the may-

or’s office, called the post-
ers part of a long tradition
of demonstrations of free
speech at City Hall.

The display comes amid
renewed controversy over
NFL players, and others,
kneeling during “The Star
Spangled Banner.” Kaeper-
nick is credited with initi-
ating the protests that have
swept the NFL.

Last year, Kaepernick
began kneeling during the
national anthem in protest
of racial oppression and
police brutality in inequal-
ity in the United States.
He became an immediate
lightning rod and, this year,
found himself out of a job.

At a rally in Alabama
two weeks ago, President
Donald Trump alluded to
Kaepernick while stump-
ing for a Congressional can-
didate.

“Wouldn’t you love to see
one of these NFL owners,
when somebody disrespects
our flag, you'd say, ‘Get that
son of a bitch off the field
right now. Out! He’s fired,”
Trump said.

Trump’s comments
revived the controversy
and galvanized the nation.
Many more players began
kneeling, sitting or other-
wise protesting the anthem.
Across the nation, peo-
ple took sides and debates
raged over the actions of the
players and the words of the
president.

Page : AO3

Powered by TECNAVIA



