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LOCAL HISTORY

Soldiers and Sailors

107 Years Ago: On June 21, 1910, the Soldiers 
and Sailors Monument in Clinton Square was 
unveiled.  People packed the square to witness 
the ceremony and some even watched from 
the windows and roofs of nearby buildings.  
The monument was originally built to honor 
the 12,000 individuals from Onondaga County 
who fought in the Civil War, but has since 
been rededicated in the memory of all the 
county’s service men and women. The bronze 
sculptures were designed by Cyrus Dallin. 
The East group of figures is entitled, “A Call to 
Arms” and the West is named, “An Incident at 
Gettysburg.” The incident to which the statue 
refers occurred when the 149th NY Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment from Syracuse was under 
such heavy fire during the battle that bullets 
completely severed the wooden staff of the 
regiment’s flag. Color Sergeant William Lilly 
retrieved the flag amid a storm of lead and 
repaired the staff by making a splint out of 
fragments of wood and a knapsack strap.

— Dan Connors for the Onondaga  
Historical Association

THE LIST

Big school spenders

New York for the fifth year 
in a row spent more money 
per student than any other 
state, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. The figures 
show New York’s per-pupil 
spending is almost double 
the national average. And 
it’s more than three times as 
much as Utah’s. Education 
spending across the country 
totaled $639.5 billion in 
2015, up 3.5 percent from 
2014. The increase year over 
year was one of the largest in 
recent years.

Annual per-pupil 
spending by district

Hunter-Tannersville (Greene 
County, highest in New York) 
$34,878 

New York City: $21,980 

Rochester: $21,800

Buffalo: $21,294

New York state (highest state 
avg): $21,206

Albany: $20,327

Syracuse: $19,278

Utica: $15,656

General Brown (Jefferson 
County, lowest in New York): 
$13,492 

National average: $11,392. 

Utah (lowest state avg): 
$6,575.

— Julie McMahon

NEWSMAKER

Reviewing the police

Ranette L. Releford, a 
Syracuse native and grad-
uate of city schools, is the 
new administrator of the 
Syracuse Review Board. The 
board looks into complaints 
against city police and makes 
disciplinary recommenda-
tions to the police chief.

Releford, who was selected 
from more than 100 appli-
cants, has a master’s degree 
in paralegal studies and most 
recently worked as a lawyer 
in the litigation department 
at City Hall. 

Releford is taking over 
following the resignation of 
David Chaplin II in December 
over what board members 
would only say publicly were 
“internal issues.” Chaplin now 
works in Onondaga County’s 
personnel department.

Two other board members 
resigned alongside Chaplin, 
but the 11-member board 
is back to full strength, 
according to April minutes. 
The board’s next meeting is 
July 6. The CRB is composed 
of mayoral and Common 
Council appointees. The 
organization has a budget of 
$134,000, and the adminis-
trator is paid $60,000.

— Patrick Lohmann

THE PS QUIZ

Today’s quiz counts 
as one-fifth of 
the final grade

1. The New York Board of 
Regents voted to reduce 
the number of days spent 
on state tests in math and 
English for grades 3 through 
8. Each of the tests will now 
be two days instead of three. 
What is the percentage 
reduction in the total days 
spent on the two exams? 

a. 25 percent. 
b. 33 percent. 
c. 40 percent. 
d. 2 days.

2. The Syracuse Crunch went 
all the way to the finals of the 
American Hockey League 
playoffs, but fell to Grand 
Rapids in a best-of-seven 
series. Meanwhile, how are 
the Syracuse Chiefs doing? 

a. Best record in pro baseball.
b. First place in their division.
c. Last place in their division.
d. Worst record in pro base-
ball.

3. Deer are increasingly 
finding their way into urban 
spaces. At an auto parts 
store on Burnet Avenue 
in Syracuse, a deer was 
spotted:

a. In a tire warehouse.
b. In the employee lounge.
c. On the roof.
d. Checking out the wind-
shield wiper display.

4. Why is summer corn going 
to be late this year?

a. Too much sun. 
b. Not enough rain. 
c. Too much rain. 
d. Forgot to plant the corn. 

Answers: 1b; 2d; 3c; 4c.
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LOTTERY

NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 0-4-5
EVENING: 4-4-9

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 5-7-7-9
EVENING: 2-1-6-5

PICK 10
4, 9, 10, 14, 21, 22, 24, 
25, 31, 38, 39, 43, 47, 
59, 60, 63, 64, 65, 
70, 71 

TAKE FIVE
5, 17, 21, 33, 34

LOTTO
9, 16, 18, 34, 45, 51

POWERBALL
10, 13, 32, 53, 62 
Powerball: 21 X2

Lottery numbers  
are unofficial. Always 
verify results with  
an official lottery ticket 
agent.

A view of “An Incident at Gettysburg,” the group of figures on the west side 
of the Soldiers and Sailors Monument in Clinton Square.   Onondaga Histori-
cal Association photo

CELEBRATING 
JUNETEENTH

Juneteenth commem-
orates June 19, 1865, the 
day when Union soldiers 
finally arrived in Galves-
ton, Texas, to announce 
that the Civil War was over 
and that all slaves were 
free. That momentous 
occasion feels especially 
important in Syracuse, a 
city that was once an epi-
center for abolitionism in 
the U.S. and home to sev-
eral sites once part of the 
Underground Railroad. 
Syracuse’s Juneteenth cel-
ebration is one of the larg-
est in the country.

Saturday, the celebra-
tion was marked with 
a parade that started at 
the Dunbar Center, 1453 
S. State St., and ended in 
Clinton Square, where an 
all-day festival took place 
with live music, local food 
and vendors.

 — Jacob Pucci

AND WE QUOTE

“There were 
always Capitol 
Police  officers 
with us. But 
they carry 
sidearms. 
And when 
an assailant 
has a semi-
automatic 
rifle, he has 
the odds.”

Former Congressman 
James Walsh (R-Syracuse), 
recalling his 12 years as a 
member of the House GOP 
baseball team.  The team 
routinely practiced for its 
annual charity game at 
the field in Alexandria, 
Va., where House Majority 
Whip Steve Scalise of 
Louisiana and four others 
were shot Wednesday.

CNY IMAGES

The Syracuse Juneteenth festival fills Clinton Square on Saturday with art, music, food and more. See the video at 
youtube.com/syracusecom.   Photos by Scott Schild/sschild@syracuse.com


