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World War | exhibit showcases conflict’s
impact on Onondaga County

Courtesy of Onondaga Historical Association

Onondaga Historical Association's exhibit will feature various displays showing WWI artifacts from Onondaga County.

By Mateo Estling (/writers/mateo-estling/) CONTRIBUTING WRITER

1day ago

Nearly a century has passed since the end of World War I, a war that took the lives of more than 100,000
Americans and changed the world forever. With no living veterans and hardly any footage of the Great War,
interest in this significant time in history has declined.
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The Onondaga Historical Association’s WWI exhibit, located at 321 Montgomery St., aims to fill the gap. The
exhibit, running until the 100th anniversary of the end of the war on Saturday, provides education, artifacts and
visual content rooted in Onondaga County.

“We have this really rich collection of World War I we’ve collected from local citizens for many years,” said
Thomas Hunter, the exhibit’s curator. “We wanted to bring out what we had in the collection and show it,
display it in the community.”

The exhibit concentrates on Onondaga County’s participation in the war at home and on the Western Front to
convey the war’s impact on the area.

The exhibit features the Distinguished Service Cross of Homer J. Wheaton, who grew up in Pompey, New York,
attended Syracuse University and was the first recipient of the second highest U.S. military award.

Wheaton received the award after he “was killed when another soldier dropped a hand grenade after pulling the
pin,” according to OHA’s website. Wheaton “threw himself” to save four of his comrades.

Hunter said residents should understand the importance of learning about the county’s history because it is part
of the Onondaga County community.

“If they can associate themselves with a community in which they feel some ownership in the community, we
feel they should also embrace their history,” he said.

The exhibit doesn’t only concentrate on Onondaga County’s participation in the war. A section of the exhibit is
also dedicated to the events of World War I and its impact on the world. With a war that is less discussed than
its successor, World War II, people may not realize the impact that World War I has on the world at large.

“It’s important for people to understand that nothing happens in a vacuum. There is always a cause and an
effect,” Hunter said. “... We can educate the community not only on how their local citizens participated in what
was called, ‘the Great War,” but also on the repercussions of the war and the ramifications that it still holds for
us today as a nation.”
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SU Winterlude
Online

December 18-anuary 12
Earn credits over winter break.

LEARN MORE »

winter.syr.edu
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Common Councilors, political science experts react to
Ben Walsh’s historic election win (/2017/11/common-
councilors-political-science-experts-react-ben-walshs-
historic-election-win/)

By Jordan Muller, Sam Ogozalek | November 9, 2017

Ben Walsh, an independent candidate, clinched Syracuse’s mayoral election after
trailing Democrat Juanita Perez Williams in polls for most of October. Read more

historic-election-win/)
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Transgender rights advocate Jennicet Gutiérrez
delivers Transgender Day of Remembrance keynote
speech (/2017/11/transgender-rights-advocate-
jennicet-gutierrez-delivers-transgender-day-
remembrance-keynote-speech/)

By Ryan Dunn | November 9, 2017

Noted transgender activist Jennicet Gutiérrez discussed issues facing transgender
people and transgender people of color in America and around the world. Read

more » (/2017/11/transgender-rights-advocate-jennicet-gutierrez-delivers-transgender-day-remembrance-

keynote-speech/)
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Report to detail gender pay inequities across Syracuse
University faculty positions (/2017/11/report-to-detail-
gender-pay-inequities-across-syracuse-university-
faculty-positions/)

By Michael Burke | November 8, 2017

SU Vice Chancellor and Provost Michele Wheatly said Wednesday that a
forthcoming report highlights issues of gender pay inequity across faculty

positions at SU schools and colleges. Read more » (/2017/11/report-to-detail-gender-pay-inequities-across-
syracuse-university-faculty-positions/)
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