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ATOASTTO CRUMBLING BUII.DING’S BETTER DAYS

on House recalls how his
grandfather Hollser Hess-
er, used o boast about the
tin factory he owned at 921-25 N.
State St.
10's the best location in town,”
be'd sy, There's o rairoad in
front and the canal (Oswego) in
e glad Hollster isn't
around — he died in 1929 — to see
the ruin it has become.

This is the property the city and
the state of New York argue over.
Who pays the bill for demolition? It
may collapse and tumble onto the

arby interstate. Meanwhile, a sec-
tion of I-81 North remains closed,
tying rustbou traffic in horific
kno

“The building has an interesting
now is I-81

oy

THIS IS an engraving of a

story brick bullding that opened in
as the National Brewery

um other things were m: e

there, including metal mailboxes,

tin cellings, roof flanges and cook-

e know about the mo
m very depr n ex-
e e 30 s e from
the retail clothing business.

g, brick, five-story temple
of industry seems 1o have come to
life in 1888 as the National Brewery
Co., a company that included the

““Bottoms Up!"" a pamphlet about
the brewing industry of Syracuse
published by the Onondaga Histori-
cal Association.

In 1900, Haberle assumed com-

erle as trustees. Syracuse brewery
plete ownership of National and the

historian Ron Wolf pointed me o

planton State St ended produc-

tion.” This apparently w n
Dox's granlather, HnIIN:r Hessl-
er, bought the building (o use as a

factory. making tin ;-mdum for his
hardware store at North Salina and
Buternut steets (now the st of
HSBC Bank)

Don said the new owners made
changes in the brewery: They re-
placed a steam station and added a
stable and a park. Here H.E. Hessler
Co. manufactured one of his grand-

father's inventions, the

Hestler Rural Mail Box
e Adjust-
able Roof Fldngt a stan-
dard

facturer of mailboxes
country,”
Don says proud
ly
“The original

mailbox cre-
ated by
Hessler was

20 inches

ey
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THIS IS what the condemned building at 921-925 N. State St., in Syracuse, look:

ing into the northbound lane of Interstate 81

Brewery, Tin Factory, Rubble

BREWERY, FROM P/
long, rounded at the bottom and had a
lid that flipped up. according to Don,
who recently bought one on the Inter-
net with the help of a friend, Coy Lud
wig. The government changed the de
sign of rural mailboxes in the early
1900s 1o the conventional boxes we
see today. Hessler continued to make
the boxes at the Syracuse plant next to
the canal.

“The company also made tin for ceil
ings and Andy’s cookstoves. If you

want o see a sample of a Hessler tin
ceiling, look up at Riley's on Park
Street. Don’s dad, Hollister House, in-
stalled it

Don’s family has another interesting
line: the Houses, his dad's people
This began with Louis House, Don’s
great-grandfather, who moved to Syr
cuse and started a successful beverage
company in 1870. Perhaps Hosse's
best-known drink w er ale
which evolved from the onginal
Spruce bossy which came in rgasbio

s like now. It is in danger of collaps-

stoneware bottles. House made a lager

r and a line of flavored soft drinks
ata plant at State and North Salina
treet

The family sold House's to Ma's.
Beversges in the 19505 Hessler bard

e was a victim of the Depression.
Don's father spun off the i shop,
which continues today as House Sheet
Metal Co 7 W. Genesee St. The
big factory on \ ite St ‘was sold.

Its most recent incarnation was as a
motorcycle shop




