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Gregg Tripoli (left), executive director of the Onondaga Historical
Association, returns a wampum belt that has been in the association's
possession back to Tadodaho Sid Hill, Jake Edwards, a member of the
council of chiefs, and Tony Gonyea, faith keeper, of the Onondaga
Nation, during a June news conference at the museum. The historical
association and the Onondaga Nation plan to open a museum near
Onondaga Lake.
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The Onondaga Historical Association plans to take

over the Sainte Marie Among the Iroquois site in

January and transform it into a museum that tells

the history of the Haudenosaunee, or Iroquois,

Confederacy.

The site near Onondaga Lake will be renamed and

will focus on the oral history of the confederacy, a

group of five and later six tribes that spanned what

is now New York State.

Under a contract with Onondaga County, which will

continue to own the site, the historical association

hopes to add new exhibits, classrooms, a

restaurant and a lacrosse facility.

"It has the potential to be really world class," said

Gregg Tripoli, executive director of the association.

The OHA is working with the Onondaga Nation, one of the nations in the confederacy, and with Le Moyne College and

Syracuse University.

Onondaga County has appropriated $75,000 of seed money, and the association will add an additional $75,000 to get

the project off the ground. Most of that money will be used to hire a full-time museum manager who will run the site

and devise a long-term plan for the new center.

The Sainte Marie site commemorates encounters in the 17th century between French Jesuits and the

Haudenosaunee. That narrow slice of history will be replaced by the broad sweep of centuries of Haudenosaunee

history, said Bill Fisher, deputy Onondaga County executive.

"It really expands the stories that are told at that park to incorporate a much broader length of time," Fisher said.
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That history needs to be told, said Tadadaho Sid Hill, the spiritual leader of the Onondaga Nation, one of the tribes of

the confederacy.

"Whatever they’re teaching now in schools is insufficient as to who we are and what we’ve done," Hill said.

Hill said the Onondaga plan to provide expertise and knowledge, but not valuable artifacts. He said the Onondaga are

the only Haudenosaunee nation involved in the project.

The Sainte Marie site has a visitor’s center that will be the site of the new museum. Several other buildings on the

grounds could be turned into classrooms, lecture halls and other spaces, Tripoli said.

"With very little money I think we can expand the useable space without adding buildings," he said.

Plans for a similar museum announced in 1999 went nowhere. Then, the Metropolitan Development Association and

the Onondaga Nation said they would seek funding to build a Haudenosaunee museum near Onondaga Lake. That

never materialized.

Onondaga Lake holds deep historical significance for the Haudenosaunee. The confederacy was formed, the

Onondaga say, when the Peacemaker came across the lake and persuaded the Onondaga that the five nations should

live in peace with each other, according to Haudenosaunee oral history.

OHA's proposal to Onondaga County:

HHC - Plan for 2013
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