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Wainpbni belt that will be returned to Onondaga nation

BACK
TO TRIBE

The Associated Press

SYRACUSE — A central New
York historical organization is re-
turning artifacts, including a rare
wampum belt believed to be more
than two centuries old, to an Iro-
quois tribe.

The wampum belt will be repatri-
ated to the Onondaga Indian Na-
tion during a ceremony next week
at the Onondaga Historical Associa-
tion’s museum in Syracuse, Gregg
Tripoli, the association’s executive
director, said yesterday.

The historical organization has re-
cently returned human skeletal re-
mains and several sacred ceremonial
masks to the Onondagas, whose res-
ervation is south of Syracuse.

The repatriation of the arti-
facts, first reported by the Post-
Standard of Syracuse, was prompt-

ed by a now-deceased Onondaga |

clan mother, who told the associa-
tion’s new executive director that
his organization had items belong-
ing to the tribe, including the
wampum belt.
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Tripoli said it’s believed all the On- ||
ondagas’ other wampum belts were ||
lost when American troops de- |
stroyed Onondaga and other Iro- ||

quois villages during the American
Revolution.

The belt being returned is made
of white and purple shells. Tripoli
said it was obtained in 1919 by a Syr-
acuse historian who worked for
years with the Onondagas. The
belt's origins have been traced
back to William Claus, a Canadian
government and military official
who interacted with the Six Na-
tions of the Iroquois Confederacy
in the late 18th and early 19th centu-
ries. The wampum is marked with
his initials and the year 1800.



