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We must treat each man
‘ ‘ on his worth and merits as
a man. We must see that each is
given a square deal, because he
is entitled to no more and should
receive no less.”
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ago. His arrival and speech

n speaking on Labor
Day at the annual
fair of the New York
State Agricultural

Association, it is natu-

ral to keep especially
in mind the two bodies who
compose the majority of
our people and upon
welfare depends the welfare
of the entire State. If circum-
stances are such that thrift,
energy, industry, and fore-
thought enable the farmer, the
tller of the soil, on the one
hand, and the wage-worker on
the other, to keep themselves,
their wives, and their children
in reasonable comfort, then
the State is well off, and we
can be assured that the other
classes in the community will
likewise prosper.

1t has been our profound

good fortune as a nation that
hitherto, disregarding excep-

gave a Labor Day

speech In Syracuse during the State Fair 110 years

President
Roosevelt giving
his speech at the
New York State
Fair on Sept. 7,

1903. (Courtesy of the
Onondaga Historical
| Assoctation)

Square Deal when he

spoke on Labor Day
at the State Fair

regards the purchasing power
which that money represents.
 Side by side with this

front pages, with one headline saying his visit was
greeted with “One Continuous Roar of Cheers.” The
themes he highlighted on Sept. 7, 1903, before a
crowd of 15,000 at the Fairgrounds may seem famil-
lar on Labor Day 2013. Here are excerpts.

tional periods of depression
and the normal and inevitable
fluctuations, there has been
on the whole from the begin-
ning of our government to the
present day a progressive bet-
lerment alike in the condition
of the tiller of the soil and in
the condition of the man who,
by his manual skill and labor,
supports himself and his fam-
ily, and endeavors to bring up
his children so that they may
be at least as well off as, and,
if possible, better off than,

in the prospx of
the wage-worker and the tiller
of the soil has gone on a great
increase in prosperity among
the business men and among
certain classes of professional
men; and the prosperity of
these men has been parily the
cause and partly the conse-
quence of the prosperity of
farmer and wage-worker. It
cannot be too often repeated
that in this country, in the
long run, we all of vs tend to
go up or go down together. If
the average of well-being is
high, it means that the aver-
age wage-worker, the average
farmer, and the average busi-
ness man are all alike well-
off. If the average shrinks,
there is not one of these

he himself has been. There classes which will not feel
are, of course, -pli the shrin If prosperity
but as a whole the standard comes, all of us tend to share
of living among the farmers more or less therein, and if
of our country has risen from  adversity comes each of us, to
generation to generation, and  a greater or less extent, feels
the wealth represented on the  the tension.

farms has steadily increased,
while the wages of labor have
likewise risen, both as regards
the actual money paid and as

Unfortunately, in this world
the innocent frequently find
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“In the long run, we all
tend to go up or go

down together.

TOGETHER, FROM PAGE E-1

themselves obliged to pay
some of the penalty for the
misdeeds of the guilty; and so
if hard times come, whet

they be due to our own fault
or to our misfortune, whether
they be due to some burst of
speculative frenzy that has
caused a portion of the busi-
ness world to lose its head or
whether they be due tc any
lack of wisdom in a portion of
the world of labor — in each
case, the trouble once started
is felt more or less in every
walk of life.

It is all-essential to the
continuance of our healthy
national life that we should
recognize this community of
interest among our people.
The welfare of each of us
is dependent fundamentally
upon the welfare of all of us,
and therefore in public life
that man is the best represen-
tative of each of us who secks
to do good to each by doing
good to all.

We can keep our govern-
ment on a sane and healthy
basis, we can make and keep
our social system what it
should be, only on condition
of judging each man, not as a
member of a class, but on his
worth as a man.

In the history of mankind
many republics have risen,
have flourished for a less or
greater time, and then have
fallen because their citizens
lost the power of governing
themselves and thereby of
governing their state. Again
and again in the republics
of ancient Greece, in those
of medieval Italy and medi-
eval Flanders, this tendency
was shown, and wherever
the tendency became a habit
it invariably and inevitably
proved fatal to the state. In
the final result, it mattered not
one whit whether the move-
ment was in favor of one class
or of another.

The outcome was equally
fatal, whether the country fell
into the hands of a wealthy
oligarchy which exploited the
poor or whether it fell under
the domination of a turbu-
lent mob which plundered
the rich. In both cases there
resulied violent alternations
between tyranny and dis-
order, and a final complete
loss of liberty to all citizens
— destruction in the end
overtaking the class which
had for the moment been
victorious as well as that
which had momentarily been
defeated. The death-knell of
the Republic had rung as soon
as the active power became
lodged in the hands of those
who sought, not to do justice
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to all citizens, rich and poor
alike, but to stand for one spe-
cial class and for its interests
as opposed to the interests of
others.

The average American
knows not only that he him-
self intends to do what is
right, but that his average
fellow countryman has the
same intention and the same
power to make his intention
effective. He knows, whether
he be business man, profes-
sional man, farmer, mechanic,
employer, or wage-worker,
that the welfare of each of
these men is bound up with
the welfare of all the others.

The line of cleavage
between good citizenship and
bad citizenship separates the
rich man who does well from
the rich man who does ill, the
poor man of good conduct
from the poor man of bad
conduct.

The good citizen is the man
who, whatever his wealth or
his poverty, strives manfully
to do his duty to himself, to
his family, to his neighbor, o
the States; who is incapable of
the baseness which manifests
itself either in arrogance or in
envy, but who while demand-
ing justice for himself is no
less scrupulous to do justice
to others. Tt is because the
average American citizen, rich
or poor, is of just this type
that we have canse for our
profound faith in the future of
the Republic.

There is no worse enemy of
the wage-worker than the man
who condones mob violence
in any shape or who preaches
class hatred; and surely the
slightest acquaintance with
our industrial history should
teach even the most short-
sighted that the times of most
suffering for our people as a
wheole, the times when busi-
ness is stagnant, and capital
suffers from shrinkage and
gets no retumn from its invest-
menis, are exactly the times
of hardship, and want, and
grim disaster among the poor.
If all the existing instrumen-
talities of wealth could be
abelished, the first and sever-
est suffering would come
among those of us who are
least well-off at present.

In his turn, the capitalist
who is really a conservative,
the man who has forethought
as well as patriotism, should
heartily welcome every effort,
legislative or ctherwise, which
has for its object to secure fair
dealing by capital, corporate
or individual, toward the pub-
lic and toward the employee.
For in no way is the stability
of property better assured
than by making it patent to
our people that property bears

i

its proper share of the burdens
of the State; that property is
handled not only in the inter-
est of the owner, but in the
interest of the whole com-
munity.

Among ourselves we dif-
fer in many qualities of
body, head, and heart; we are
unequally developed, men-
tally as well as physically.
But each of us has the right
to ask that he shall be pro-
tected from wrongdoing as he
does his work and carres his
burden through life. No man
needs sympathy becaunse he
has to work, because he has a
burden to carry. Far and away
the best prize that life offers
is the chance to work hard at
work worth doing; and this is
a prize open to every man, for
there can be no better worth
doing than that done to keep
in health and comfort and
with reasonable advantages
those immediately dependent
upon the husband, the father,
or the son. There is no reom
in our healthy American life
for the mere idler, for the man
or the woman whose object
it is throughout life to shirk
the duties which life ought to
bring. Life can mean noth-
ing worth meaning, unless
its prime aim is the doing
of duty, the achievement of
results worth achieving.

From the greatest to the
smallest, happiness and use-
fulness are largely found in
the same soul, and the joy of
life is won in its deepest and
truest sense only by those
who have not shirked life’s
burdens. The men whom we
most delight to honer in all
this land are those who, in the
iron years from 61 to '65,
bore on their shoulders the
burden of saving the Union.
They did not choose the easy
task. They did not shirk the
difficult duty.

‘We must act upon the
motto of all for each and
each for all. There must be
ever present in our minds the
fundamental truth that in a
republic such as ours the only
safety is to stand neither for
nor against any man because
he is rich or becaunse he is
poor, because he is engaged
in one occupation or another,
because he works with his
brains or because he works
with his hands. We must treat
each man on his worth and
merits as a man. We must see
that each is given a square
deal, because he is entitled to
no more and should receive
no less.

These excerpls were condensed
[fromthe full text of the speech in
the archives of “The American
Presidency Project,” miww. piresi-
dency. ucsh. edu.

Copyright © 2013 Syracuse Post Standard 09/01/2013 1:53

pm

9/4/2013 9:53 AM



