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If Jacques, a traditional Onon-

daga, learned from his father 50

Years ago o make lacrosse sticks.
Each stick takes cight months 1o a year
to craft, and he sells them for about $350
each. For now, he's stopped taking coders
and says he's backed up about 14 months.
He attributes the increased business to the
groredng interest in the Native American
roots of lacrosse and the 2012 release of
tha movie Crooked Amows

Jacques, one of a handlul of Native
Americans making traditional sticks, cra
ates them from the wood of a hickery tree,
and shapes, carves and dries them,

“It's mache for the game only’ he said.
"It's not something to hang on the wall. It's
for the game of lacrosse.”

The game is 50 important to the
Haudenosaunee that many are buried
with their lacrosse sticks. “It's said you can
play the game in the spirit world with your
ancestors, Jacques said,

Jacques will demonstrate hes work
Saturday, Sept. 28, and Sunday, Sept. 29,
at the Haudenosaunee Wooden Stick
Lacrosse Expo al Onondaga Lake Park, in
Liverpool. The event also includes wood-
en-stick exhibition games, clinics by play
ers from the Iraguois Nationals and Onoi-
dlaga Redhawks lacrosso teams, MNative arts
and ctafts, entertainment and food and
appanal vendors. The expo ks sponsorad by
Syracuse University, the Onondaga Histor-
ical Association and Skdnofh - Great Law
of Peace Center.

The purpose is to celebrate and edu-
cate people about the Native roots of
lacrosse, said Philip Amold, associate
prefessor of religion at SU and founding
director of Ska-nofih, the Native American
museurm under development at the site
of the former Sainte Marie Among the Ino-
UGS MUSEUr,

The history of the garme goes back
thausands of years, Lo the tima when
the five original nations of the Haudeno-
saunee were warring. When they came
together under the Great Law of Peace,
they played lacrosse near the site of this
weekend's oxpo.

“Lacrosse is not 3 war game, Lacrosse
is ot a peace game.” says Amold, author

of The Gift of Sports: Indigenous Ceremonial

Dimensions of the Gomes We Love, who has
taught a course on the topic. “ILS not kum:
baya. Its a very aggressive, hard game.
Ot of that energetic contest comes the
knowledge of sach other”

The Haudenasaunme call it the Cre-
ator's Garme, and consider it a spiritual
ceremony. Since non-Malives cannol play
or watch the ceremonial games, the exhi-
bition games atthe expo will not be the
spiritual version.

“We want to maintain a respectiul dis-
tance from the cerémonial traditions and
explain them to those who are not Haude-
nosaunee” he says.
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The game was co-opted by the Jesuit
missionanies during the colonial e, he
says. “The Jesuits saw the game being
phayed, saw it was ceremonial and renamed
it lacrosse, because the stick was like a
cross” Amold says Haudenosaunee call the
game Deyontsigaehs: “They bump hips”

Arnold's interest in lacrosse has grown
as he and his wife, Sandy Bigee, a
Mohawk, watched their twin sons play
with the Onondaga Redhawks, His sans,
Kroy and Clay, are graduates of Fayette-
ville-Manlius High School and attend
Chestnut Hill College, in Philadeiphia,
where they were recruited to play lacrosse.

“They are very proud of the fact that
they played for the Haudenosaunee.”
Amncid said. “For them, this has to do with
cultural pride’,

Neal Powdess, a standout on the lro-
quods Nationals world team and a profes-
sional lacrosse player for seven scasons,
said people are increasingly appraciating
the game and recognizing its roots,

"They see [t fast, It takes agiliey and
speead, which is why Jim Brown liked it
he says, referring to the 19505 Syracuse
University athlete who excelled in lacrosse,
basketball and is considered by many to
be the best running back in the history of
pro foothall “He could see it took more
than sheer force. There's also an clegance”

With the nght skills and knowledge, a
small player can outplay a 6-fool-5 player,
“That comes from the origins of the game
he said. "1t a gift from the creater 1o cele-
brate their skills”

He conceded that the traditional game
is rough and tough. *You can't deny this
is important to the fabric of the culture)
he says.

Even as a professional player with the
Rochester Knighthawks, Powless included
the spiritual aspect to the gami. “When |
go out on the ficld, | still give thanks that |
c2n play and give thanks for the game.” he
says.  There's an innate sense ths & for my
heritage, and there's a lot of pride”

Ounstanching Mative American Larosse
players serve as role modols for young



Matives, Armold and Powless say, The list
includes Meal Powdess; the Tharmpson tric, at
the State University at Albany; Brett Bucktooth;
Sid Smith; Marshall Abrams; and many rmore.
v hawve these guys who are tradition-
al, They wear braicls. Thera's no mistaking
they're Mative!” Powless says. “They carry
their Mative culture everywhere they go.
Wee're all trying 1o brealk the sterectypes.”

Highlights of
Lacrosse History

French missionary priest lean Brebouf
C 3 C describes “Le jeu de la crosse” as looking
likke a bishop's crosier and named the

game “lacrosse’”
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