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The original main to the Hotel Sy on the East Onondaga Street side of the
bullding, features a marquee with ornate ironwork, circa 1930. (Onondaga Historical Association)

A nod to the past

Developer plans to tear down pedestrian bridge,
restore the original entrance to Hotel Syracuse

By Rick Morlarty
imoriarty@@syracuse com

be tom down and the his-
toric hotel's original entrance
restored under a planned $57
million renovation.

was built in 1983 to con-
nect the hotel to the 15-story
Symphony Tower, the hotel’s
Tewer section.

Before the bridge’s con-
struction, the East Onondaga
Street entranoe was the
hotel’s main entrance and
featured a marguee with the
hotel’s name. Just inside the
entrance, a staircase brings
wisitors to the middle of the
hotel’s grand lobby and fac-
ing the reception desk.

After the bridge was con-
structed, the main entrance
to the hotel shified to South
‘Warren Street, which stll
has a marguee. That entrance.
brings visitors to the southern
side of the grand lobby.

Developer Ed Riley said his
plan is to remove the pedes-
trian bridge and put a mar-
quee back over the entrance.
Symphony Tower may be
redeveloped separately from
the Hotel Syracuse, so there
is no longer a need for the
connector, he said.

“We think it's a grander
entrance, and it's the tradi-
tional grand entrance,” Riley

said.
The hotel has been closed

Industrial Development
Agency voted last week @
acquire the hotel from its cur-
rent owner, GML Syracuse
LLC, either through a negoti-
ated purchase or, more likely,

Guests unload luggage at the South Warmren Street entrance
to the Hotel Syracuse in the 1940s. The hotel still had its
riginal, ornate ql aver the {Onondaga Histort-

through an eminent domain
action. The agency would
then lease it to Riley, who
said he would reopen it as a
261-room convention center
hotel with a national hotel
brand affiliation

remains, but it is under the
bridge, gets [iitle sunlight

trance is big-
gerand less
omate that
, the original.
(Rick Morarty /
| rmorianysyra-
cuse.com)

and is generally unattractive.
“When the bridge went up,
it created that feeling that you
were under (Interstate) 81,
said Dennis Connars, curator
of history for the Onondaga
Historical Association.
Contact Rick Moriarty at 470~
3148 or by email. Follow himon
Twitter @RickMoriartyCNY and on
Facebook atrick.moriarty. 92.
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