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Gregg Tripoli, 57

Raising the profile of the Onondaga
Historical Association Museum and

Q. Tell us a litfle bit
about your background.

AT grew up in Liverpool since |
was 10 vears old. [ went to Hamillon
College for my undergrad, then took
a year off and went to the University
of Pittsburgh for ggmdlnlc school.
Then | %lﬁlllﬁ_‘d my career in banking

- in money management, :a--h
management. A couple yvears on the
Fast Coasl, a couple on the West
Coasl, lthen T moved to [taly to be
the special assistant to the minister
of economic alfairs for the Republic
ol San Marine. Then [ besan a carcer
in management consulting for a very
largze multi-national conglomerate that
wis headquarlered in the Middle East,
ThenT came back to Central New York,

Q. What brought you back?

A. The universe comspired, [Lwas
time to retive from thal carcer. T was
missing my family, who's all here. I've
had a home here since 1987, [ wanted
to come e back to thal, lake some time
todoall things that T wanted to dio that
[ never had the time to do because |
was working. That ran ils course,
and [ gol bored. And T wanted to do
something productive — completely
different than anvthing 1'd ever done.
I'd always been inlerested in arts and
culture, considered myself sort of a
creative sort in that realm. 1 thousht
nonprofit mighl be an in{ErEﬁtihg.
I thought that my experience as a
managemaent consullant and from
the for-profit world, T would be able
lo bring Gurnut}unw to the table in
r‘|:‘JI1p|:J’r1t |11L111L155L-111[:1'|l — lo bunt_’
a more enlrepreneurial for-profit
approach to nonprofit management.

Q.What are some of your
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responsibilities as
executive director?

A. I'm a nonprofit
director s at any time you
may see me with a painl
brush in one hand and a
toilet brush in the other. Wi
all wear a lot of hats. Bul
officially, I'm the CEO of the
organization, so [ manage all
the aspects of the company,

@. You are everywhere.

A, I'm ubiquitous, Bul
thalt’s whal's necessary. Part of the
EASON wh}f I weas hired was bo raisc
awarenesss and '..ris_;ihililj,r, and so thal’s
one of the wavs Lo do it and get
inveolved in the community. And ['m
happy to do that because [ love Lhe
communily thal we serve. Ilike to do
a ljtllebltt}fewnt}n:ng I like toy bry my
hand at kind of everybody "swork, I do
development worl, do some research
work, do some writing. [ doa lot of the
retail product o clopnmnl Eindof a
jack of all trades. Whatever's required.
There's nosuch th ing as “that's notmy
job™ here.

Q. What's your favorite exhibit?

A, O the permanent exhibils, 1
really have an attachment Lo Syracuse
China, because that was the largest
collection that OHAs taken on in ils
150-year history, and it happened
while [ was here. And so [ have learned
a lot about it. The company was so
fascinating, To learn the business,
the markeling, the design, the actual
manufacturing, the employee relalions,
I lowve our Heart of Mew York because
il covers so much of the history. | wish
we had room to do it five times as big
as this because there's so much great
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history. Right now mv favorite exhibits
are the lemparary because they're the
newest. [ love Fashion After Five and
the Culture of the Cocllail Hour,

Q.What are some of
misconceptions that people might
have about the OHA?

A There's a lot of misconceptons
about the OHA — thal we're old and
lired and boring and that we don't
want to share our collections. Thal's
all wo wanl o do is share, We have
about 30 exhibits out in the con nrnumity.
We write, we do film projects, we do
television stulf, we do oilsile exhibits,
we de educational programming.
We're evervwhere, [t's all about
cutreach to us, it's aboul bringing
the slories — amazing stories — of
Crnondaga County out to a worldwide
audience.

Q. What can our readers see
in the fuiure when they come to
museum?

AT can tell you — they can always
see something new that’ s old. Because
TVERhE prm‘lmnunanll_», a changing
exhibit museum, every few months we
OPET UP & New exhibit.



