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LOCALNEWS

The Onondaga Historical Association looks back at the week in
local history:
173Years Ago: The first NewYork State Fair was orga-

nized by the NewYork State Agricultural Society and took
place in Syracuse in 1841. For the next few decades, the
fair location rotated between several cities until 1890 when
land was donated by James Geddes and other prominent
Syracusans to the Agricultural Society to give the fair a per-
manent home in Syracuse. With only a few exceptions during
World War I and World War II, the NewYork State Fair has
been held in Syracuse every year since 1890. During that
time, the fair has seen many famous visitors, including presi-
dents Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft and Bill Clinton.
—Daniel Connors of the OHA

The Great New York State Fair

NY STATE FAIR

THE WEEK IN HISTORY

President Theodore Roosevelt at the New York State Fair on
Sept. 7, 1903. (From the OHA collection)

By Allie Healy
ahealy@syracuse.com

While the New York State
Fair is known for its deep
fried food and lively midway,
other attendees may be going
to the 12 day-long event in
search of some things in par-
ticular — free stuff.
For fair veterans, freebie
hotspots are memorized and
highly anticipated. For new-
comers, these stands and
booths may be shocking and
greeted with, “You mean, this
is all free?” Why yes, you can
take a dozen Pride Of New
York coasters and even a
National Guard rain poncho,
because the rain is inevitable.
Here’s a guide to help do the
same, proving all good things
at the fair are free.
The best places to find free
things.
STATE FAIR BOULEVARD:
Home of the big names
with big giveaways, such as
National Guard, Geico and
Kwik Fill.
CENTER OF PROGRESS
BUILDING: Try not to be too
overwhelmed, because there
are plenty of free pencils,
pens and magnets to be had
here.
CHEVY COURT: Take a peek
at the different booths, stop
by the Chevrolet display and
grab what you can.

THE BEST PLACES
TO FIND FREE SAMPLES
Taste NY Tent: Don’t miss
this tent, which features local
beer, wine and snacks. Also,
the featured vendors rotate
throughout the week, so
be sure to stop back again
another day.
Horticulture Building: Maple
cotton candy and honey sam-
ples galore, need I say more?
Giveaways worth signing up
for
Chevrolet: Get a free T-shirt
after completing a Chevrolet
trivia card.
Zero Draft: After filling out a
form, you get a pair of sun-
glasses and a token for $50
off a furnace tune up.
Jeep: Use the tablet to fill out
a quick questionnaire and
snag a pair of sunglasses, you
get to pick the color!
Kwik Fill: Sign up to win a
2014 Camaro RS and other
fun prizes. This also gets

you a ticket to spin the prize
wheel. Who knows, you may
win a water bottle or fanny
pack.
Geico: Register for a contest
to win $500 and roll the dice
to win a koozie and more.

THE MOST USEFUL FREE
SERVICES AND THINGS
Office of Unclaimed Funds
in the Center of Progress
Building: Go check and see if
you have money unclaimed.
Hey, you never know.
Quick Care in the Center of
Progress Building: Have your
shoes cleaned for free. Trust
me, the stuff works!
Department of Motor Vehicles
in the Center of Progress
Building: Get your eye sight
checked and grab a pen or
screen cleaner.
New York State Energy
Research and Development
Authority “Bulbology” flip
book: Grab this pocket-sized
pamphlet to save some ener-
gy at home.
Verizon FiOS television-
shaped flash drive: This little
freebie will come in handy to
transfer your files and won’t
be misplaced easily.
Wegmans “Lost Kid Tag”:
Don’t forget to tie one of
these on to your kid, or a
friend for a good laugh, when
you enter one of the fair
gates.

THE UNEXPECTED
New Testament bibles and
cross-shaped carabiners from
Central NY Lutheran Laymen’s
League in the Center of
Progress Building
Small plastic fetus figurine
from a pro-life booth at the
Center of Progress Building.

THE MUST-HAVE
Visit the “Share A Coke” truck
on State Fair Boulevard to
make two personalized cans
of Coca-Cola. You can make
two with your own name on it,
or put a friend’s name on one
to make their day. Consider
the endless search for your
name over.

WHERE TO FIND
THE BEST FREEBIES

The Jeep tent on State Fair Boulevard gives away free sun-
glasses when attendees register for its contest.

By Geoff Herbert
gherbert@syracuse.com

How can you win games
at a carnival or fair? Believe
it or not, it’s easy — though
not everyone is going to get to
take home a ridiculously over-
sized stuffed animal.
Wade Shows is the new

Midway operator at the 2014
NewYork State Fair, but most
games and their strategies
are the same as with James
E. Strates Shows. They all
require varying amounts of
skill, chance and cash.
A new game this year is

Bottle Up, where players use
a fishing rod with a ring on
its end to hook the top of a
beer bottle and make it stand
upright on a slanted board.
It looks challenging, but the
game operator showed how
easy it is to win by pointing
the fishing rod forward in a
lunge position, rather than lift-
ing up.
“It’s high school,” he said

when asked how difficult it
was to play.
Another new game is the

Soccer World Cup. Here, skill
and athleticism count as you
attempt to knock down three
bowling pin-shaped soccer
figurines by kicking a ball at
them.
Ring A Duck is a new twist

on a classic: Toss Frisbee-like
rings at plastic ducks in a kid-
die pool and get one to land
around a duck’s neck. At $5
for 15 rings, it seems easy
to score a prize but a Wade
employee said luck counts,
too, as roughly one out of four
players win.
The rest of the Midway

is loaded with old favorites,
like making basketball shots,
fooling the guessers, throwing
baseballs at bottles, shooting
out stars and popping balloons
with dull darts. Some, like the
latter, will let kids play until
they win, but it’s easy to tell
which games are easy and
hard.
“You can look at the size

of the prize to get an idea of
how difficult it is to win,” one
game operator explained last
year. “The bigger the prize,
the harder the game.”
Wacky Wizard offers ginor-

mous toys to anyone who can
move a looped handle around
a rotating spiral wire, getting

it to reach the bottom without
hitting the spiral. It’s the only
state fair game that’s also at
Chuck E. Cheese’s, but even
with practice it’s hard — until
it’s easy, as its operator dem-
onstrates.
Other games have prizes

ranging from stuffed ani-
mals that will fit in your
pocket to huge “Despicable
Me” Minions, Hello Kitties,
Curious Georges, and even
“Duck Dynasty” dolls. For
those, it often means you
need to play multiple times
to win bigger souvenirs, or
compete against multiple play-
ers. The water squirt races
require at least six opponents
to take home a big enough
“SpongeBob SquarePants” to
impress your significant other.
A “former carny” once

revealed some secrets in a
Yahoo! Voices article: For
basketball shots, aim for a
nothing-but-net shot as you
can’t rely on the rim or the
backboard like with traditional
hoops; and for shoot-out-the-
star games, work your way
around the outside edge of the
colored area instead of aiming
for the center.

Fool the Guesser: Write
down your weight or birth-
day and they’ll guess it. $3
per guess to win inflatable
toys and stuffed animals.
Difficulty: Easy. Three out of
five players win.

Water Squirt Race:
Compete against other fair-
goers in shooting water at
a target to fill a tube to the
top. $5 per player. Difficulty:
Easy. Winner every time, but
it requires six players to win
the biggest prizes.

Lucky Duck Pond: Pick
up a duck, see if you won
a prize underneath. $5 for
three ducks. Difficulty: Easy.
Winner every time.

Pop a balloon with a
dart: Throw darts at bal-
loons for prizes like framed
pictures and stuffed animals.
$3 for one dart, $5 for three
darts. Difficulty: Easy. Play
until you win, but you need
to play a lot of times to win
the big prizes.

Ring A Bottle: Toss rings
to land around the top of
a glass bottle, for prizes
like football helmets and
four-foot stuffed animals.
25 cents for one ring, $2
for 10 rings, $5 for 30 rings.
Difficulty: Hard.

Ring A Duck: Toss larger,
Frisbee-like rings to get
them to land around a plastic
duck’s neck. $5 for 15 rings.
Difficulty: Medium. One out
of four win.

Wacky Wizard: Move a
ring around a spiral wire
without hitting it. $3 for one
try, $5 for three. Difficulty:
Medium. Once you get the
hang of it, it’s easy.

I Got It: Toss little balls at a
pseudo-Tic Tac Doe board,
get five in a line to win.
50 cents to play. Difficulty:
Medium, but a lot of it’s
chance.

Soccer World Cup: Kick
a soccer ball at three soc-
cer figurines, knock ‘em
down. $5 for one kick, $10
for three. Difficulty: Medium
to hard, depending on your
“football” skills.

Railrunner: Rotate a railing
to get a ping-pong ball in
the middle without falling off.
$2 for one ball, $5 for three
balls. Difficulty: Medium.

Gunball: Shoot a Wiffle ball
at three bottles, knock them
all over to win. $3 to play.
Difficulty: Medium. One in a
dozen players win.

Bowler Roller: Roll a bowl-
ing ball so it goes over a
hump, but not so hard that
it rolls back. 25 cents a roll.
Difficulty: Medium to hard.

Bottle Up: Use a fishing
rod with a ring on its end to
hook a beer bottle and make
it stand upright on a slanted
board. Difficulty: Medium.

Tubs of Fun: Toss base-
balls into a plastic tub on its
side. $2 or $5, depending
on what size prize you want.
Difficulty: Medium.

Beer Bust: Throw baseballs
at empty bottles of beer, bust
two to win. $2 for two balls.
Difficulty: Medium. 60 to 70
winners a day.

Basketball shot (small):
Sink two shots to win a
big prize. $5 for 3 shots.
Difficulty: Medium. Three out
of five players win.

Basketball shot (long):
Sink one shot to win a big
prize. $2 for one shot; $5
for three. Difficulty: Hard.
Average 10 winners a day.

Shoot out the Star: Shoot
at a red star on a piece
of paper until the red star
is gone. $5 for 100 shots.
Difficulty: Hard.

WE RATE THE GAMES
How to play, how much they cost and how hard they are:

GINORMOUSPRIZE
HOW TO W IN A

ON THE MIDWAY

Kennedy Gregory, 11, of
Syracuse hauls a large stuffed
cow at the New York State Fair.

(Scott Schild / sschild@syracuse.com)
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“Nearby Summer
Getaway”

America’s Premier Wine
Country Villa & Resort

www.genevaonthelake.com

Please Call:
315.789.7190
For Packages

Memorable
Moments of Life!

For the Most

GENEVA ON THE LAKE
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Fine Indian Cuisine

4667 E. Genesee St. • Dewitt, NY 13214 • syracusedosagrill.com

SOUTHERN & NORTHERN CUISINE

315-445-5555 • 315-445-5559
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Dinner Buffet (4:30-9:30)

Lunch Buffet (11:30-3:00)

ERN CUISINE
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$11.95
$8.95

$2 OFF Monday Dinner Buffet or
$1 OFF Lunch Buffet with this Ad.

1 Coupon Per Table, Expires 9-12-2014

Affordable
Windows
Affordable

Windows-cny.com635-1572

WINDOW SALE


