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ksturtz@syracuse.com

The NewYork State Fair set
a new single-day attendance
record Saturday, welcoming
the largest crowd ever to the
fairgrounds in its history.
Officials said 120,617 peo-

ple passed through the State
Fair’s gates Saturday. That’s
41,343 more people than last
year and 101 more people than
the previous all-time single-
day attendance record.
The previous record of

120,516 was set in 1989.
Officials attributed the soar-

ing attendance Saturday to
excellent weather, popular
concerts and a year spent reju-
venating the State Fair.

“I want to congratulate
every single member of the
State Fair staff, as well as
the staff at NewYork State
Agriculture and Markets and
the State Fair Advisory Board,
who support us every step of
the way,” State Fair Acting
Director Troy Waffner said.
“We’ve worked hard to put

on the best possible fair, and
today’s numbers match up
with many of the comments
we’ve gotten from fairgoers
about a clean fairgrounds and
strong programming.”
The State Fair is now

64,089 people ahead of last
year’s attendance with two
days left.
Tickets for the Jason Aldean

concert Saturday at the
Grandstand officially sold out.
State Fair officials said

at about 6 p.m. Saturday
that “not a single ticket
remains” for the concert.
Florida Georgia Line and

Tyler Farr opened for Aldean,
who is appearing at the State
Fair on the NewYork leg of
his “Burn It Down Tour.”
Tickets went on sale in

February and ranged in price
from $57 to $77.
Aldean headlined the State

Fair in 2012 along with Luke
Bryan. The show sold out the
17,000-seat grandstand.
Florida Georgia Line played

a free concert at Chevy Court
during the State Fair last year.
It was the State Fair’s most-
attended show with an esti-
mated crowd of 31,000.

LOCALNEWS

The Onondaga Historical Association looks back at the week:
201 Years Ago: In September of 1813, Commodore Oliver

Hazard Perry engaged the British fleet on Lake Erie off the
coast of Ohio. After three hours of fierce fighting Perry’s
fleet gained the upper hand and the British were forced to
surrender.
This battle was significant because it gave the Americans

complete control of Lake Erie and directly led to the recap-
ture of Detroit from the British. It also relieved the threat of
an attack on Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Western NewYork.
Some of the American boats used in the battle were built

with parts scavenged from a merchant ship that operated on
Lake Erie before the war, which was named the Salina after
the settlement known for its salt production near Onondaga
Lake. In September 1877, the community observed the vic-
tory on Lake Erie with a mock military and naval engage-
ment on Onondaga Lake with suitable fireworks, including
the spectacular sinking of a condemned barge.
—Daniel Connors of the OHA

Commodore Perry wins Battle of Lake Erie

THE WEEK IN HISTORY

A memorial outside 106 Carlton Drive in Salina on Saturday.
Gabriella Collins, 6, died and her 14-year-old brother Jaden
was critically injured Friday. (Jacob Pucci / jpucci@syracuse.com)

Code enforcement officials were not aware power had been
cut to the house where a girl died Friday and her brother was
critically injured.
Salina Town Supervisor Mark Nicotra said Saturday that

had the town known that the house at 106 Carlton Drive had
no electricity, code enforcement officials would have investi-
gated and almost certainly declared the house uninhabitable.
The Onondaga County Sheriff’s Office said 37-year-old

Glen Collins returned home Friday morning to find his
children unresponsive. Emergency crews rushed 6-year-old
Gabriella Collins and 14-year-old Jaden Collins to the hospi-
tal where Gabriella was pronounced dead. Jaden was listed in
critical condition Saturday night.
National Grid said Friday that electricity was disconnected

from the home in mid-August.
Nicotra said code enforcement officials had responded to

the house in the past, but mostly for relatively minor nuisance
complaints. Friday, code enforcement officials reported a
portable generator in the basement and “extremely high” high
levels of carbon monoxide throughout the house, according to
a notice taped to the door of the house.
District Attorney William Fitzpatrick said Saturday that the

portable generator was initially outside. He said it was moved
inside after neighbors complained about the noise.
— Jacob Pucci

Generator was used inside Salina
house where 6-year-old died

ByKen Sturtz
ksturtz@syracuse.com

A Bridgeport man with
drugs and stolen items led
officers on car chase that
ended with him bailing out of
the vehicle and being caught,
the Madison County Sheriff’s
Office said.
The chase began at about

11:30 p.m. Thursday on Route
31 in Madison County heading
east toward Oneida County.
A state trooper tried to pull

a vehicle over, but the chase
was called off “due to exces-
sive speed,” the sheriff’s office
said. The
driver was
later identified
as 22-year-
old Corey A.
Carbery, of
Bridgeport.
Soon after,

another
trooper spot-
ted the vehicle
in the town of Verona, then
in the city of Sherill heading
westbound on Route 5 into
Madison County, so police
started the pursuit again, the
sheriff’s office said. It ended
just before midnight on Oxbox
Road in Lenox, outside the
village of Canastota, the sher-
iff’s office said.
Police caught the suspect

shortly after he bailed out
of his vehicle on Route 5.
Deputies found drug items,
credit cards and a woman’s
purse, the sheriff’s office said.
Carbery was charged with

third-degree unlawful fleeing
of a police officer in a motor
vehicle, unlawful possession
of marijuana, seventh-degree
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, six counts of
fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, first-
degree aggravated unlicensed
operation, driving while
intoxicated, unlicensed opera-
tor, improper plates, operating
an unregistered vehicle, con-
sumption of alcohol in a motor
vehicle. operating without
insurance, and speeding.

Police: Man with
stolen purse
leads chase in
Madison County

Carbery

LOCAL BRIEFING

SALINA

DAY 2013 2014 Record (Year)

THURSDAY 41,923 46,094 74,385 (2000)

FRIDAY 74,558 68,038 92,782 (2001)

SATURDAY 73,764 80,652 115,324 (2010)

SUNDAY 83,057 83,348 105,894 (2002)

MONDAY 81,098 82,240 85,711 (2011)

TUESDAY 71,567 63,660 102,136 (1972)

WEDNESDAY 45,950 66,489 112,706 (1972)

THURSDAY 76,188 74,780 81,369 (2003)

FRIDAY 76,719 82,179 103,117 (2002)

SATURDAY 79,274 120,617 120,516 (1989)

SUNDAY 86,168 119,726 (1985)

MONDAY 60,891 108,216 (2001)

TOTAL 851,157 1,011,248 (2001)

ATTENDANCE

Commodore Perry in the Battle of Lake Erie in 1813. (OHA)

Karl Karlsen, the Seneca County man who pleaded guilty
in November to killing his son by dropping a truck on his
chest, could face the death pen-
alty in California after being
charged Friday with murdering
his first wife there 23 years
ago. Karlsen has been charged
with killing Christina Karlsen
on NewYear’s Day 1991 in a
fire “for financial gain.”
Murder for financial gain is

considered a “special circum-
stance” under California law
that would qualify for the death
penalty.
Karlsen collected $200,000

of life insurance money on
a policy he had bought just
weeks before Christina died on the bathroom floor of the tiny
house in the Sierra foothills, according to court records filed
in Seneca County.
The couple’s three young children were in the house at the

time of the fire; Karl Karlsen told investigators then he res-
cued them from the flames but could not save his wife.
Karlsen pleaded guilty last year to killing his and

Christina’s son, Levi, in 2008 by knocking a truck off a jack
while Levi worked under it in Karlsen’s Seneca County
garage. Karlsen was sentenced in December to 15 years to
life in state prison. Levi was 23 and had two young children.
Karl Karlsen bought a $700,000 life insurance policy on

Levi just 17 days before Levi died, and collected the money a
few months later.
Christina Karlsen’s death was officially listed as an acci-

dent, but family members suspected Karl Karlsen had killed
her. After Karlsen was charged in 2012 with his son’s murder,
investigators re-opened the case.
—Glenn Coin

SENECA COUNTY

Karl Karlsen is charged with murdering
his first wife in 1991 fire in California

Karl Karlsen at his sentenc-
ing in Seneca County in
2013. (Stephen D. Cannerelli /
scannerelli@syracuse.com)

State Fair breaks
all-time single-day
attendance record

CROWD-PLEASER: Jason Aldean performs to a sold-out crowd Saturday at the New York State Fair grandstand.

■ See the review and photo gallery at syracuse.com/state fair. (Dennis Nett / dnett@syracuse.com)
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REAL WINNING.

Real close.
CONGRATULATIONS
CECILIA FROM ILION

WON $3,023!


