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LOCALNEWS

HARVEST OF CUTENESS: Akbash puppies surround Abigail Warner, 9, of Baldwinsville in the petting zoo Satur-
day at the Golden Harvest Festival at the Beaver Lake Nature Center in Baldwinsville. The festival continues today with

living scarecrows, pie eating contests, face painting, puppets, magic, craft booths and more. Admission is $5 for adults,

$1 for children ages 6 and 7, and free for 5 and under. (Photo by Erika Colbertaldo)
■ See the photo gallery at syracuse.com/photos

The Labor Day storm of 1998
The Onondaga Historical Association looks back at the week:

16 Years Ago: Shortly after 1 a.m. on Labor Day in 1998,
a line of fierce thunderstorms moved into the area, striking
Central NewYork from the west with wind gusts of up to 115
mph.
The storm devastated the community, damaging hundreds of

buildings and tens of thousands of trees. More than 200,000
people lost power, which was not restored to some until the fol-
lowing week.
NewYork state declared the community a disaster area and

federal aid was sought. Hundreds of work crews, including
utility squads and National Guard Troops, worked around the
clock to overcome mounting problems. Traffic lights were out,
the State Fair was closed, bus service was cancelled, and many
schools were closed for more than a week. Niagara Mohawk
incurred millions of dollars in costs to restore power.
Scenic neighborhoods, parks, golf courses, arboretums,

Burnet Park Zoo and historic Oakwood cemetery suffered
severe tree losses. The storm caused tens of millions of dol-
lars in damage to the area. However, the city was resilient. By
Friday, most damaged businesses had reopened, at least on a
limited basis.
—Daniel Connors of the OHA

‘Town of Onondaga’ book signing announced
“Town of Onondaga,” by Mary J. Nowyj, Town of Onondaga

historian, is a new book in the Images of America series from
Arcadia Publishing.
Mary has been a resident of Onondaga Hill for 37 years and

has watched the main corridor of the area change from a sleepy
little town into a bustling community. She taught communica-
tion skills at Onondaga Community College for 25 years, has
authored articles and books on inspirational reflections and is
the current town historian.
The Town of Onondaga was incorporated in 1798 and cur-

rently consists of eight hamlets within a 65-mile radius.
Originally part of the Onondaga and Salt Springs

Reservations, the region was not part of the Military Tract of
Central NewYork after the Revolutionary War.
Individuals arrived for its farmlands, mills, quarries, salt

production and vast topography. A particularly fruitful crop in
South Onondaga and Navarino is the apple.
The first Onondaga County Courthouse was established here,

as was the first county home for the poor. OCC was built on a
hilltop and has become an identifiable and highly respectable
educational landmark in the town.
The book signing will be at Onondaga Historical Museum,

321 Montgomery Street, NY from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Sept. 14.
Books can be purchased in OHA’s Gift Gallery or at cnyhistory.
org/gifts/gifts.html.
—OHA

Labor Day storm damage at St. Lucy’s Church on Gifford
Street. (1998 photo David Lassman / dlassman@syracuse.com)

THE WEEK IN HISTORY

SYRACUSE

Stray bullets wound woman, girl in house
A woman and a girl were the victims of stray gunfire

Saturday afternoon, Syracuse police said.
The shooting occurred at about 3:10 p.m. in the 1300 block

of Midland Avenue.
Police said a 36-year-old woman and a 5-year-old girl were

in a house at 1330 Midland Ave. when stray bullets entered
the house, hitting them both. A bullet grazed the woman’s
arm. Another bullet hit the girl in the shoulder.
The woman and the girl were rushed to Upstate University

Hospital. Police said their injuries were not life-threatening.
Police said it did not appear that the woman or the girl

were the target. The shots likely came from the 1400 block of
Midland Avenue, police said, though no suspects have been
identified.
Anyone with information is asked to contact Syracuse

police at 442-5222.

CORTLAND COUNTY

Second possible abduction try reported
Authorities are seeking the public’s help after a second

apparent attempted child abduction in Cortland County.
Troopers were called Friday to East Keeney Extension in

the town of Cuyler for a possible attempted child abduction.
A man stopped his vehicle at the end of a residential drive-

way, motioned to a 3-year-old girl to come to his car and
then asked her to come to his car, state police said. The man
backed out of the driveway and drove off when the girl’s
mother approached from the backyard.
The vehicle is described by state police as a gold four-door

sedan. A similar incident incident occurred Thursday in the
town of Homer when a man tried to convince a 10-year-old
girl to get in his car.
Anyone with information is asked to contact state police at

607-347-4440.
—Ken Sturtz
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FREE SHIPPING & NEW! FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM Free shipping with $50 fragrance or beauty purchase. Free returns by mail or in-store.
U.S. only. Exclusions apply; details at macys.com/free-returns� Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy’s and selection may
vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ on macys.com. 4080350

CHOOSE YOUR FACE
OR EYE COMPACT

With any Estée Lauder purchase of $35 or more, a $125 value.
Includes 2 Pure Color Lipsticks, New Advanced Night Repair Eye,
Sumptuous Mascara, Modern Muse Body Lotion and Eau de Parfum,
plus your choice of eyeshadow, bronzer or blush compact, all inside
an exclusive signature print cosmetic bag.One free gift per
customer, while supplies last.

8-PC. GIFT

EACH GIFT INCLUDES

ONLY
ONE
STAR

IS YOUR
DESTINATION
FOR BEAUTY

ADD MORE TO YOUR GIFT
With any Estée Lauder purchase of $70 or more.
Receive deluxe samples of Advanced Night Repair
and your choice of Resilience Lift, Revitalizing Supreme
or Advanced Time Zone, plus nighttime tips to help
you achieve a rested look.


