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Point of Contact Gallery
will host a reception for the
opening of “Moments of
Place,” an exhibition of art-
ist Gwenn Thomas. The free
reception will be from 6 to 8
p.m. today at the gallery on
the ground floor of Syracuse
University’s Nancy Cantor
Warehouse, 350 W. Fayette
St., Syracuse.
SU’s Humanities Center

is sponsoring the exhibition
of the works by Thomas, a
multimedia artist based in
NewYork City. “Moments
of Place” will be on view
through Dec. 12. Gallery
hours are noon to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday.
The exhibition also can be
viewed by appointment by
calling 443-2169.

RECEPTION, EXHIBITION
An opening reception will

be held for “Shining Water’s
Eastern Shore: Oil Paintings
by Bob Niedzwiecki” at
Tyler Art Gallery @ SUNY
Oswego Metro Center, 2
Clinton Square, Syracuse.
The free reception will be
from 5 to 8 p.m. today.
The exhibition features

Niedzwiecki’s series of
paintings of his 30-year
observation of the eastern
shore of Lake Ontario. The
exhibition continues through
Nov. 13. Gallery hours are
8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday,
8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday, 8 a.m. to
10:30 p.m. Wednesday and 8
am. to 7:30 p.m. Friday. For
Saturday hours, call the gal-
lery at 312-2112. The gallery
is closed on Sunday.

DEMONSTRATION
Artist Edward Kelley

will demonstrate a sculp-
tor’s molten-iron pour from
6 to 9 p.m. today at the
State University College at
Oswego. The free demon-
stration will take place on
the lawn adjacent to Oneida
Hall along the Iroquois Trail,
the west campus ring road.
Kelley is a professor

at Drake University. His
10-foot sculpture, “Bell
Tower” with a ringable
cowbell, is one of five large
pieces installed at the col-
lege’s sculpture garden near
the Marano Campus Center
for the next two years.
Other artists featured in

the installation include Drew
Goerlitz’s “Questioning
State,” Bob Turan’s “Pileated
Woodpecker Totem,”
miChelle Vara’s “Life,”
Coral Lambert’s “Shape
Shifters,” and Eric Stein’s
“Cutter.”

Parking for the demonstra-
tion will be available at
the lot near Romney Field
House along State Route
104 at Sheldon Avenue. Free
shuttles will run about every
15 minutes.

EXHIBITION
The State University

College at Oswego’s 52nd
annual Juried Student
Exhibition will open with
a public reception from 5
to 7 p.m. Friday at Tyler
Art Gallery at Penfield
Library. The exhibition
continues through Nov. 9.
Gallery hours are 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and 11:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. Sunday. For more
information, call Michael
Flanagan, Tyler Art Gallery
director at 312-2112 or send
an email to michael.flana-
gan@oswego.edu.
To park on the college

campus, a $1 permit is
required. For information on
purchasing a permit, go to
Oswego.edu/administration/
parking.

FEATURED DRAWINGS
The works of the late

artist Robert Hoffman
will be on exhibit at Le
Moyne College’s Wilson
Art Gallery through Nov.
7. “Robert Hofmann: A
View of the Middle East
(1917-1928)” features
the artist’s drawings of
Middle Eastern life and
landscapes during and
after World War I. During
the war, Hoffman was
an officer in the Austrian
Army stationed in the
Mideast. Hoffman, who
died in 1987, recorded his
experiences through his
drawings.
Wilson Art Gallery

is in the Noreen Reale
Falcon Library at Le
Moyne College, 1419 Salt
Springs Road, Syracuse.
Gallery hours coincide
with the library’s hours of
8 a.m. to 2 a.m. Monday
through Thursday, 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to
8 p.m. Saturday and noon
to 2 a.m. Sunday. For
more information, call the
gallery at 445-4153.

ByNicki Gorny
Contributing writer

Familiar Central NewYork
cities take on an element of
fiction this month, with the
release and promotion of two
books by local authors.
A young dog walker faces

mystery and murderous accu-
sations in Skaneateles in “The
Chocolate Debacle,” by Karen
Winters Schwartz.
“A lot of the book is about

having a relationship with
that town,” said the Marietta
native, who said she included
many locally specific loca-
tions and events in her plot.
Likewise, author Judith
LaManna Rivette draws heav-
ily on a setting in Solvay for
her early 1900s tale of moth-
er-daughter witch women in
“Saint Carmella’s Grotto.”

“THE CHOCOLATE DEBACLE”
Following the theme estab-

lished in Winters Schwartz’s
two earlier books, “The
Chocolate Debacle” explores
the effects of mental illness.
The author, who is president
of the Syracuse affiliate of the
National Alliance on Mental
Illness, said her 26-year-old,
dog-walking protagonist, Trey
Barkley, has been in and out
of hospitals multiple times for
mental illness. The murder
of his friend and employer,
elderly dog owner Florence
Loughton, pushes the plot
toward Trey’s arrest — as well
as toward an opportunity to
explore how society interacts
with people with mental ill-
ness.
“The judgment, the mis-

understanding, the miscon-
ceptions regarding people
with mental illness,” Winters
Schwartz said. “People just
don’t get it.”
Given that much of the

book focuses on the pro-
tagonist’s relationship with
the town, the setting stands
as an important element. In
Skaneateles, Winters Schwartz
said, she found the ideal
place: a typical small town
where residents are very
proud of their community.
“I thought it was a perfect

setting to look at the social
aspects of a small town in
a beautiful community, and
these people who don’t fit into
a round hole,” she said.
While Winters Schwartz

said she wrote about actual
locations and restaurants,
she said local readers will
also recognize the town’s
annual Dickens Christmas as
a major plot point. Her pro-
tagonist portrays the Ghost
of Christmas Present in the
town’s annual event, where
street performers act the
parts of Charles Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol” on week-

ends between Thanksgiving
and Christmas.
Described by the author

as a “cozy mystery” that’s
most appropriate for readers
older than 13, “The Chocolate
Debacle” has been widely
available in print and digital
format since Oct. 1. Winters
Schwartz will be available at
a book signing at the DeWitt
Barnes and Noble, 3454 Erie
Blvd E., on Oct. 27 at 7 p.m.

“SAINT CARMELLA’S GROTTO”
When LaManna Rivette

was collecting anecdotes for
her “Solvay Stories” series,
she said she heard a few that
were too risque or rumor-
based to include in her histori-
cal account of 100 years of
memories about growing up
in the village. These instead
became the inspiration for her
fictional “Saint Carmella’s
Grotto.”
“I just kept it in the back of

my mind,” she said. “Then my
imagination worked the rest
of it.”
The book follows the story

of a mother and daughter who
live as witch women on the
outskirts of Solvay in the early
1900s. Trained to remove the
“evil eye,” or the problems
someone suffers when some-
one else wishes them ill, the
pair treat Solvay villagers with
herbal remedies.
Although the mother-daugh-

ter duo is fictional in “Saint
Carmella’s Grotto,” LaManna
Rivette said Solvay did at one
time have a witch woman liv-
ing on the outskirts of the vil-
lage. The setting for the book
will also still be recognizable
for Solvay visitors today, even
100 years after the plot takes
place. The church, for exam-
ple, is based on a real place
even though “St. Carmella”
herself is made up.
A “historical intrigue”

novel that’s appropriate for
young adults and up, “Saint
Carmella’s Grotto” has been
available since late August.
It’s can be purchased for $10
at the Book Cellar in Solvay,
1701 Milton Ave., at the
Onondaga Historical Society,
321 Montgomery St., and
online at LaManna Rivette’s
website, judithlamanna.us/
OtherPublications.html.

Have a book to share? Are
you a local author or have
you come across a book set
in Central New York? Tell
us about it. Send us a brief
description of the book and
the author and we’ll add it
as a candidate for cover-
age. Write us at features@
syracuse.com and put “Local
book” in the subject field.
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A young dog-walker faces mystery and murderous accusa-
tions in Skaneateles in “The Chocolate Debacle,” by Karen
Winters Schwartz. (Submitted photo)

Judith LaManna Rivette draws heavily on a setting in Solvay
for her early 1900s tale of mother-daughter witch women in
“Saint Carmella’s Grotto.” (Submitted photo)

LOCAL AUTHORS TIE SKANEATELES, SOLVAY

INTO PLOTSOFRECENTLYRELEASEDBOOKS

About townARTS BEAT

Point of Contact to host
reception for Gwenn Thomas

Gwenn Thomas’ “Letters II..”
(Submitted photo)

“Bell Tower,” a 10-foot sculp-
ture featuring a ringable cow
bell, by Drake University artist
Edward Kelley. (Submitted photo)

benefited both of us. I’m
picking up rubbish. That ben-
efits both of us.

So you just walk around
picking up garbage?
I really went over the

edge with it. They named
a garbage truck after me in
my town. And there was an
article in the local paper.
Everybody loved it. There’s
not a day when I don’t get
stopped by somebody.

Do you think the Fitbit
thing is out of control?
After I wrote that story

(about the Fitbit) in the New
Yorker, Fitbit contacted me
and sent me all this free stuff.
I just gave them away to
people. They also sent a Fitbit
scale. I’ve always been afraid
to get into the scale thing.

Is there anyone in your life
who has asked you not to
write about them?
Usually, you know who

those people are without
them saying anything about
it. When I write something
about someone in my family,

I give it to them first.
Usually the people who

don’t want me to write about
them are the last people I’d
write about.

About those Japanese
pants:
I went to Japan in January

with my sister (Amy). She
can talk me into buying
anything. So I bought a pair
of trousers that came up my
nipples. They cost $1,200
or $1,400. I have to wear
them or I’ll feel like an idiot.
I’m not going to wear them
around.

When you wear trousers
that come up to your nipples
and when you wear suspend-
ers with them, well, I don’t
have to have a three-way
mirror to know what my ass
looks like in them.
I’m might as well wear

them on stage. And have fun
with them.

David Sedaris will be in Syracuse
at 7:30 tonight in An EveningWith
David Sedaris at the Oncenter’s
Crouse Hinds Theater. Ticktets are
available at syracuse-theater.com
or by calling (800) 430-8903.

Humorist David Sedaris comes to Oncenter tonight
SEDARIS, FROM PAGE C-1

Arts Beat is a weekly roundup
by arts writer Melinda Johnson
of some of the art happenings
taking place in Central New
York and opportunities for art-
ists to showcase their talents.
Contact her at mjohnson
@syracuse.com.
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SAY HELLO TO HOOT!
Our seed critters will
surely add variety to

your feeding experience
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Creeping Charlie? Wild Violet?

Mention this ad...Get an Amazing Offer!

www.lawnamatofsyracuse.com

Locally owned for OVER 50 YEARS

24/7CALL OR VISIT US AT: 682-1002682-1002

CALL LAWN-A-MAT NOW!
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