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J ohn Katko’s official campaign
slogan in his race to unseat
U.S. Rep. Dan Maffei is “Solid.
Steady. Strong.”

While he tries to broadcast that mes-
sage, there are more words to describe
him when he walks away from the
camera lights: He thrives on chaos and
competition with a dose of comedy.
When his dog Sadie almost barfed

on the floor during an interview, Katko
stopped talking and said, “Anything
come out?”
He apologized then and other times

for interruptions by saying he has three
teenage boys and grew up with five
sisters and a brother.
Katko, a Republican, swerves right

back to the message — that he is bet-
ter qualified for Congress than Maffei,
a Democrat serving his second term.
Katko, 51 of Camillus, has spent

most of his career as a federal prosecu-
tor. In this campaign he has defined his
professional success by his role as the
leader of the Syracuse Gang Violence
Task Force, which used an unusual
strategy to bring down more than 100
of Syracuse’s most notorious gang
members.
Katko and others employed a set

of racketeering laws designed for the
Mafia to argue that street gangs had
created criminal enterprises based on
geography to claim neighborhoods.

The task force built a database of
gang activity, pushed members to give
up information about their colleagues
and won federal prison time for gang
members found guilty of crimes rang-
ing from drug and gun trafficking to
homicide.
He believes that kind of negotiat-

ing experience suits him for a job in
Washington with political parties so
split only 2.1 percent of 8,546 intro-
duced bills are on their way to becom-
ing law.
“If I can get gang bangers to coop-

erate, I can certainly work with the
knuckleheads in Washington and help
them straighten things out,” Katko
said.

The first 30 to 40 dogs
seized from the Tully home
of Pompey’s former dog
control officer will be ready
to adopt Monday.
The dogs were taken

from Susan Snavlin’s Tully
home and Snavlin was
charged with animal cru-
elty Sept. 30. The SPCA of
Central New York seized
222 dogs and 23 cats,
according to executive
director Paul Morgan. SPCA
officials said the animals
were found in filthy condi-
tions, and covered in urine
and feces.
Snavlin, who resigned

from her position as dog
control officer, has said she
kept the dogs because
she thought she could give
them a good home.

48 PUPPIES BORN
Several of the dogs taken

were pregnant, and since
they arrived at the SPCA
48 puppies have been
born. They will stay with
their mothers for some time
before they can be adopt-
ed, Morgan said.
The fee to adopt the

dogs will be $250, Morgan
said. Typically, it costs $180
to $205 to adopt a dog,
depending on the dog’s
age.
The fee increase is due

to the costs the SPCA has
incurred to vaccinate, spay
or neuter and groom the
dogs.
The SPCA has received

donations of food and
about $6,000 in cash, but
it’s not enough to cover
the agency’s costs, Morgan
said.

HOW TO ADOPT
People who want to

adopt one of these dogs
can stop by the SPCA
Monday at 5878 E. Molloy
Road, or fill out a form
online at cnyspca.org.
“Many of the dogs we

have ready for adoption are
terrier/chihuahua breeds,”
Morgan said.
Two local veterinarians

are coming in to examine
all the animals, but it takes
time to get the dogs ready
for adoption. All of the dogs
seized are small.
All of the dogs seized are

small, and that should make
it easier to adopt them, he
said.
SPCA officials say they

after the dogs are adopted,
they will move onto the
cats.

— Elizabeth Doran

UPDATE

First dogs seized
from Tully home
are ready to be
adopted Monday

■ Call newsroom: 470-2265
■ Email: citynews@syracuse.com
■ Web: syracuse.com/news
■ twitter.com/syracusedotcom LOCAL

ByMelinda Johnson
mjohnson@syracuse.com

With Everson Museum of Art’s
announcement of the appointment
of Elizabeth Dunbar as its new
executive director on Thursday, arts
leaders in Central NewYork were
asked what advice they would offer
her.
Dunbar comes from

DiverseWorks in Houston, an “alter-
native art space.” She says the out-
look for the Everson is promising.
“I have the history of working in

organizations involved in balancing
budgets and raising money. I think,
certainly, that’s one of the skills
they were looking for in the next
executive director. And I intend to
put those skills and that experience
to work.”
Dunbar’s appointment is the

beginning of the “rebirth of the

museum,” said Gary Grossman,
president of the Everson’s board of
trustees. “She is a stunningly perfect
candidate,” he said Thursday morn-
ing. “She has a strong desire to pro-
mote an artistic vision.”
“The museum has a national

reputation,” she said. “It’s got a very
strong collection especially in the
pioneering video art as well as the
ceramics collection. The building
itself is amazing. But, beyond that, I
was so impressed with the board of
trustees of the Everson in support of
the organization especially over the
last year, being without a director
for as long as it’s been. I could just
feel in the community how much
this is museum is loved and cher-
ished.”
What wouild you tell the new

executive director? Here are several
suggesideas from local arts leaders:

What next for Everson? Arts leaders offer their ideas

After fighting street gangs, John Katko
wants to take on ‘knuckleheads’ in Congress

■ COMING THURSDAY:
The evolution of Dan Maffei.

By SarahMoses
smoses@syracuse.com

Robert and Roberta Hurd met as stu-
dents in the 1930s at Phoenix Central
School District.
The high school sweethearts fell in love

and were married a few years after gradu-
ation. He worked as a tool and die worker
and she was an accountant. The couple,
who never had children, lived a modest,
quiet life in Baldwinsville.
The couple retired and moved to

Florida in 1987. Robert Hurd died from
cancer in 1992, three months shy of
the couple’s 50th wedding anniversary.
Roberta Hurd lived 20 years without her
best friend and died in March at the age
of 91.
“You could tell when you talked to her

that she deeply missed her best friend,”
said Jennifer Owens, of the Central New
York Community Foundation. “During
one of our last conversations she said she
was ready to be with her husband.”
The couple’s love for each other was

apparent, but what few people knew was
that the couple had saved and invested
their money wisely and wanted to leave
their legacy at the place where their love
story began at Phoenix High School,
which is now J.C. Birdlebough High
School.
Roberta Hurd met with the Central

NewYork Community Foundation after
her husband died to establish a gift of a
scholarship fund worth upwards of $1
million. She requested that the bequest
not be made public until after her death;
the Community Foundation recently
announced the details.
The Robert & Roberta Hurd

Scholarship Fund will award a $40,000
scholarship to a graduating senior. The
award will be paid at $10,000 per year
over four years if the student remains
enrolled in college and in good standing.
The first scholarship will be given out to a
graduating member of the class of 2015.
It may very well be one of the largest

scholarship funds ever given to a public
school district in NewYork state. Jay
Worona, deputy executive director and
general counsel of the NewYork State
School Boards Association, said he has
never heard of one that large in his 30
years in education.
It certainly means a lot to the Phoenix

Central School District, a primarily rural
Oswego County community 15 miles
northwest of Syracuse.The district is not a
wealthy one, ranking as the 273rd poorest
district out of 683 districts, according to
the U.S. Census Bureau. About 16 percent
of the school-age children are from fami-
lies living below the poverty line.
Robert and Roberta Hurd graduated

Roberta and Robert Hurd bequeathed a
$1 million scholarship fund to the Phoenix
schools where they met.

Phoenix High School yearbook photos for
Robert and Roberta Hurd. (Provided photo)

ELECTION 2014

Stephen Butler,
executive director of CNY Arts

“I would quickly as possible meet with
members of the community at large.” It is
important for Dunbar to introduce herself to
community groups and stakeholders to get a

sense of their expectations of the museum and of its immedi-
ate future. Butler encouraged Dunbar to join the Arts and
Culture Leadership Alliance of Central NewYork and other
cultural and heritage groups in the region and create partner-
ships with them.
Butler added Dunbar should take a deep breath and relax.

“It’s going to be an exciting rollercoaster of a ride.”

Jeffrey Hoone,
executive director of the Coalition of
Museum and Art Centers at Syracuse
University and Light Work that
collaborates with Everson on its
Urban Video Project

He would define the Everson’s role in the
Syracuse community and in the larger art com-
munity. Dunbar should consider, he said, how to
build on the museum’s past successes and chart
a clear vision for the future.
“You have to have important programming.

And if you have important and vital program-
ming that people respond to then financial sup-
port will follow that. People want to give money
to places that are doing important things,” he
said. “I think that the Everson really has to do
programming that resonates more on national
level so it can attract more support from sources
outside of Central NewYork.”
He pointed to the resources available from

Syracuse University, especially the “wealth of
artists.” Hoone said included in developing the
museum’s vision is the importance of the artists’
future participation.
“I think that vision is going to be successful

if it’s really based on contemporary artists and
how you can really make it a place that artists
are really going to be attracted to because of the
space, because of the programming, because
of its availability to do a lot of things that other
places can’t do.”
Even with the many challenges — fiscal, staff-

ing, programming — confronting the Everson,
Hoone believes there is a great opportunity for
museums in smaller markets like the Everson to
do things that are difficult to do elsewhere.

Gregg Tripoli,
executive director, Onondaga Historical Association

“I’d just like to say welcome.” Tripoli said he
didn’t believe Dunbar was in need of advice at
this point. “I pledge any assistance from the
OHA, but I’m sure she knows what she’s doing.”

Anna Tobin D’Ambrosio,
director and chief curator at Munson-Williams-
Proctor Arts Institute in Utica

Dunbar is fortunate to be joining the Central
NewYork region that embraces arts across the
board, fine arts and performing arts, and has a

vibrant community that supports the arts. She looks forward
to meeting Dunbar and continuing the Munson-Williams-
Proctor and Everson partnerships.

Elizabeth Dunbar

Robert and Roberta
With amodest life but rich in love, high school
sweethearts leave $1million to students in Phoenix

24th Congressional District candidate
John Katko. (Scott Schild | sschild@syracuse.
com) KATKO, PAGE A-10
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enrolled in college and in good standing.
The first scholarship will be given out to a
graduating member of the class of 2015.
It may very well be one of the largest

scholarship funds ever given to a public
school district in NewYork state. Jay
Worona, deputy executive director and
general counsel of the NewYork State
School Boards Association, said he has
never heard of one that large in his 30
years in education.
It certainly means a lot to the Phoenix

Central School District, a primarily rural
Oswego County community 15 miles
northwest of Syracuse.The district is not a
wealthy one, ranking as the 273rd poorest
district out of 683 districts, according to
the U.S. Census Bureau. About 16 percent
of the school-age children are from fami-
lies living below the poverty line.
Robert and Roberta Hurd graduated

Roberta and Robert Hurd bequeathed a
$1 million scholarship fund to the Phoenix
schools where they met.

Phoenix High School yearbook photos for
Robert and Roberta Hurd. (Provided photo)

ELECTION 2014

Stephen Butler,
executive director of CNY Arts

“I would quickly as possible meet with
members of the community at large.” It is
important for Dunbar to introduce herself to
community groups and stakeholders to get a

sense of their expectations of the museum and of its immedi-
ate future. Butler encouraged Dunbar to join the Arts and
Culture Leadership Alliance of Central NewYork and other
cultural and heritage groups in the region and create partner-
ships with them.
Butler added Dunbar should take a deep breath and relax.

“It’s going to be an exciting rollercoaster of a ride.”

Jeffrey Hoone,
executive director of the Coalition of
Museum and Art Centers at Syracuse
University and Light Work that
collaborates with Everson on its
Urban Video Project

He would define the Everson’s role in the
Syracuse community and in the larger art com-
munity. Dunbar should consider, he said, how to
build on the museum’s past successes and chart
a clear vision for the future.
“You have to have important programming.

And if you have important and vital program-
ming that people respond to then financial sup-
port will follow that. People want to give money
to places that are doing important things,” he
said. “I think that the Everson really has to do
programming that resonates more on national
level so it can attract more support from sources
outside of Central NewYork.”
He pointed to the resources available from

Syracuse University, especially the “wealth of
artists.” Hoone said included in developing the
museum’s vision is the importance of the artists’
future participation.
“I think that vision is going to be successful

if it’s really based on contemporary artists and
how you can really make it a place that artists
are really going to be attracted to because of the
space, because of the programming, because
of its availability to do a lot of things that other
places can’t do.”
Even with the many challenges — fiscal, staff-

ing, programming — confronting the Everson,
Hoone believes there is a great opportunity for
museums in smaller markets like the Everson to
do things that are difficult to do elsewhere.

Gregg Tripoli,
executive director, Onondaga Historical Association

“I’d just like to say welcome.” Tripoli said he
didn’t believe Dunbar was in need of advice at
this point. “I pledge any assistance from the
OHA, but I’m sure she knows what she’s doing.”

Anna Tobin D’Ambrosio,
director and chief curator at Munson-Williams-
Proctor Arts Institute in Utica

Dunbar is fortunate to be joining the Central
NewYork region that embraces arts across the
board, fine arts and performing arts, and has a

vibrant community that supports the arts. She looks forward
to meeting Dunbar and continuing the Munson-Williams-
Proctor and Everson partnerships.

Elizabeth Dunbar

Robert and Roberta
With amodest life but rich in love, high school
sweethearts leave $1million to students in Phoenix
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J ohn Katko’s official campaign
slogan in his race to unseat
U.S. Rep. Dan Maffei is “Solid.
Steady. Strong.”

While he tries to broadcast that mes-
sage, there are more words to describe
him when he walks away from the
camera lights: He thrives on chaos and
competition with a dose of comedy.
When his dog Sadie almost barfed

on the floor during an interview, Katko
stopped talking and said, “Anything
come out?”
He apologized then and other times

for interruptions by saying he has three
teenage boys and grew up with five
sisters and a brother.
Katko, a Republican, swerves right

back to the message — that he is bet-
ter qualified for Congress than Maffei,
a Democrat serving his second term.
Katko, 51 of Camillus, has spent

most of his career as a federal prosecu-
tor. In this campaign he has defined his
professional success by his role as the
leader of the Syracuse Gang Violence
Task Force, which used an unusual
strategy to bring down more than 100
of Syracuse’s most notorious gang
members.
Katko and others employed a set

of racketeering laws designed for the
Mafia to argue that street gangs had
created criminal enterprises based on
geography to claim neighborhoods.

The task force built a database of
gang activity, pushed members to give
up information about their colleagues
and won federal prison time for gang
members found guilty of crimes rang-
ing from drug and gun trafficking to
homicide.
He believes that kind of negotiat-

ing experience suits him for a job in
Washington with political parties so
split only 2.1 percent of 8,546 intro-
duced bills are on their way to becom-
ing law.
“If I can get gang bangers to coop-

erate, I can certainly work with the
knuckleheads in Washington and help
them straighten things out,” Katko
said.

The first 30 to 40 dogs
seized from the Tully home
of Pompey’s former dog
control officer will be ready
to adopt Monday.
The dogs were taken

from Susan Snavlin’s Tully
home and Snavlin was
charged with animal cru-
elty Sept. 30. The SPCA of
Central New York seized
222 dogs and 23 cats,
according to executive
director Paul Morgan. SPCA
officials said the animals
were found in filthy condi-
tions, and covered in urine
and feces.
Snavlin, who resigned

from her position as dog
control officer, has said she
kept the dogs because
she thought she could give
them a good home.

48 PUPPIES BORN
Several of the dogs taken

were pregnant, and since
they arrived at the SPCA
48 puppies have been
born. They will stay with
their mothers for some time
before they can be adopt-
ed, Morgan said.
The fee to adopt the

dogs will be $250, Morgan
said. Typically, it costs $180
to $205 to adopt a dog,
depending on the dog’s
age.
The fee increase is due

to the costs the SPCA has
incurred to vaccinate, spay
or neuter and groom the
dogs.
The SPCA has received

donations of food and
about $6,000 in cash, but
it’s not enough to cover
the agency’s costs, Morgan
said.

HOW TO ADOPT
People who want to

adopt one of these dogs
can stop by the SPCA
Monday at 5878 E. Molloy
Road, or fill out a form
online at cnyspca.org.
“Many of the dogs we

have ready for adoption are
terrier/chihuahua breeds,”
Morgan said.
Two local veterinarians

are coming in to examine
all the animals, but it takes
time to get the dogs ready
for adoption. All of the dogs
seized are small.
All of the dogs seized are

small, and that should make
it easier to adopt them, he
said.
SPCA officials say they

after the dogs are adopted,
they will move onto the
cats.

— Elizabeth Doran

UPDATE

First dogs seized
from Tully home
are ready to be
adopted Monday
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ByMelinda Johnson
mjohnson@syracuse.com

With Everson Museum of Art’s
announcement of the appointment
of Elizabeth Dunbar as its new
executive director on Thursday, arts
leaders in Central NewYork were
asked what advice they would offer
her.
Dunbar comes from

DiverseWorks in Houston, an “alter-
native art space.” She says the out-
look for the Everson is promising.
“I have the history of working in

organizations involved in balancing
budgets and raising money. I think,
certainly, that’s one of the skills
they were looking for in the next
executive director. And I intend to
put those skills and that experience
to work.”
Dunbar’s appointment is the

beginning of the “rebirth of the

museum,” said Gary Grossman,
president of the Everson’s board of
trustees. “She is a stunningly perfect
candidate,” he said Thursday morn-
ing. “She has a strong desire to pro-
mote an artistic vision.”
“The museum has a national

reputation,” she said. “It’s got a very
strong collection especially in the
pioneering video art as well as the
ceramics collection. The building
itself is amazing. But, beyond that, I
was so impressed with the board of
trustees of the Everson in support of
the organization especially over the
last year, being without a director
for as long as it’s been. I could just
feel in the community how much
this is museum is loved and cher-
ished.”
What wouild you tell the new

executive director? Here are several
suggesideas from local arts leaders:

What next for Everson? Arts leaders offer their ideas

After fighting street gangs, John Katko
wants to take on ‘knuckleheads’ in Congress

■ COMING THURSDAY:
The evolution of Dan Maffei.

By SarahMoses
smoses@syracuse.com

Robert and Roberta Hurd met as stu-
dents in the 1930s at Phoenix Central
School District.
The high school sweethearts fell in love

and were married a few years after gradu-
ation. He worked as a tool and die worker
and she was an accountant. The couple,
who never had children, lived a modest,
quiet life in Baldwinsville.
The couple retired and moved to

Florida in 1987. Robert Hurd died from
cancer in 1992, three months shy of
the couple’s 50th wedding anniversary.
Roberta Hurd lived 20 years without her
best friend and died in March at the age
of 91.
“You could tell when you talked to her

that she deeply missed her best friend,”
said Jennifer Owens, of the Central New
York Community Foundation. “During
one of our last conversations she said she
was ready to be with her husband.”
The couple’s love for each other was

apparent, but what few people knew was
that the couple had saved and invested
their money wisely and wanted to leave
their legacy at the place where their love
story began at Phoenix High School,
which is now J.C. Birdlebough High
School.
Roberta Hurd met with the Central

NewYork Community Foundation after
her husband died to establish a gift of a
scholarship fund worth upwards of $1
million. She requested that the bequest
not be made public until after her death;
the Community Foundation recently
announced the details.
The Robert & Roberta Hurd

Scholarship Fund will award a $40,000
scholarship to a graduating senior. The
award will be paid at $10,000 per year
over four years if the student remains
enrolled in college and in good standing.
The first scholarship will be given out to a
graduating member of the class of 2015.
It may very well be one of the largest

scholarship funds ever given to a public
school district in NewYork state. Jay
Worona, deputy executive director and
general counsel of the NewYork State
School Boards Association, said he has
never heard of one that large in his 30
years in education.
It certainly means a lot to the Phoenix

Central School District, a primarily rural
Oswego County community 15 miles
northwest of Syracuse.The district is not a
wealthy one, ranking as the 273rd poorest
district out of 683 districts, according to
the U.S. Census Bureau. About 16 percent
of the school-age children are from fami-
lies living below the poverty line.
Robert and Roberta Hurd graduated

Roberta and Robert Hurd bequeathed a
$1 million scholarship fund to the Phoenix
schools where they met.

Phoenix High School yearbook photos for
Robert and Roberta Hurd. (Provided photo)
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Stephen Butler,
executive director of CNY Arts

“I would quickly as possible meet with
members of the community at large.” It is
important for Dunbar to introduce herself to
community groups and stakeholders to get a

sense of their expectations of the museum and of its immedi-
ate future. Butler encouraged Dunbar to join the Arts and
Culture Leadership Alliance of Central NewYork and other
cultural and heritage groups in the region and create partner-
ships with them.
Butler added Dunbar should take a deep breath and relax.

“It’s going to be an exciting rollercoaster of a ride.”

Jeffrey Hoone,
executive director of the Coalition of
Museum and Art Centers at Syracuse
University and Light Work that
collaborates with Everson on its
Urban Video Project

He would define the Everson’s role in the
Syracuse community and in the larger art com-
munity. Dunbar should consider, he said, how to
build on the museum’s past successes and chart
a clear vision for the future.
“You have to have important programming.

And if you have important and vital program-
ming that people respond to then financial sup-
port will follow that. People want to give money
to places that are doing important things,” he
said. “I think that the Everson really has to do
programming that resonates more on national
level so it can attract more support from sources
outside of Central NewYork.”
He pointed to the resources available from

Syracuse University, especially the “wealth of
artists.” Hoone said included in developing the
museum’s vision is the importance of the artists’
future participation.
“I think that vision is going to be successful

if it’s really based on contemporary artists and
how you can really make it a place that artists
are really going to be attracted to because of the
space, because of the programming, because
of its availability to do a lot of things that other
places can’t do.”
Even with the many challenges — fiscal, staff-

ing, programming — confronting the Everson,
Hoone believes there is a great opportunity for
museums in smaller markets like the Everson to
do things that are difficult to do elsewhere.

Gregg Tripoli,
executive director, Onondaga Historical Association

“I’d just like to say welcome.” Tripoli said he
didn’t believe Dunbar was in need of advice at
this point. “I pledge any assistance from the
OHA, but I’m sure she knows what she’s doing.”

Anna Tobin D’Ambrosio,
director and chief curator at Munson-Williams-
Proctor Arts Institute in Utica

Dunbar is fortunate to be joining the Central
NewYork region that embraces arts across the
board, fine arts and performing arts, and has a

vibrant community that supports the arts. She looks forward
to meeting Dunbar and continuing the Munson-Williams-
Proctor and Everson partnerships.

Elizabeth Dunbar

Robert and Roberta
With amodest life but rich in love, high school
sweethearts leave $1million to students in Phoenix
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