Syracuse region, which is
Onondaga, Madison and
Oswego counties, appeared
to lose jobs at a faster pace
than the rest of the state.
But that trend appeared to
be a problem with the data,
and not the economy.
The number of jobs statewide grew by 16,400 private
sector positions to 7.7 million private sector jobs.

up dining areas, for which they do
not get tipped. The suit says work-

before if it was true,” he said. He
said all the restaurants pay “above
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— Marnie Eisenstadt

UPDATE

State OK delays
Byrne Dairy store
A year after Byrne Dairy
announced plans to construct the largest store in
its chain on Route 20 in
LaFayette, the project is still
on hold.
The town of LaFayette
approved it, but it still
needs approval from
the state Department of
Transportation for a curb cut
on Route 20 to allow a second driveway into the store.
The new Byrne Dairy
would be built just west of
the McDonald’s. It would
share a driveway with
McDonald’s, but also wants
its own driveway just west
of the shared one.
The grocery/convenience
store would be 7,030
square feet and include a
10-pump gas station. Most
Byrne stores are typically
under 4,000 square feet.
State DOT officials said
the Syracuse region has
approved the access
needed to construct the
new driveway and is now
reviewing the property
appraisal. Final determination is made in Albany, said
Gene Cilento, speaking for
the state DOT.
Byrne officials said they
will start construction after
approval is given and hope
to open the store this year.

A former
grain warehouse, built
in 1885 on
North Warren Street
in Syracuse,
has managed to survive for 130
years. The
building
is for sale.
(Photos by Rick
Moriarty / rmoriarty@syracuse.
com)

LONELY

A LOOK INSIDE CANAL-ERA SYRACUSE WAREHOUSE
TRANSFORMED INTO OFFICE, APARTMENT
By Rick Moriarty

rmoriarty@syracuse.com

— Elizabeth Doran

A 130-year-old Erie Canal-era warehouse transformed into a loft apartment
and office is up for sale.
Built in 1885, the Grainery building
looks lonely sitting in the 100 block of
North Warren Street in Syracuse. But
that wasn’t always the case.
It was once surrounded by other buildings, including the Durston Block building built in 1883 and designed by famed
Syracuse architect Archimedes Russell.
The Oswego Canal flowed behind the
building and joined with the Erie just a
block to the south.
The Grainery is the block’s only survi-

COURTS

City wants bike path
sidewalk reopened
The city of Syracuse
wants its sidewalk and bike
path back.
The sidewalk and bike
path on one block of the
eastern side of University
Avenue have been fenced
off since construction began
last year on a new Syracuse
University bookstore.
Construction on the
85,000-square-foot building at University Avenue
and East Adams Street
came to a halt in June when
the university tried to fire
the builder, Cameron Hill
Construction LLC.
Since then, the university
and the builder have been
battling their differences
out in state Supreme Court.
The sidewalk and bike path
in front of the construction
site are covered with fabric,
dirt and stone and blocked
by concrete barriers and a
chain link fence.
Bill Ryan, Mayor
Stephanie Miner’s chief
of staff, said with the project stalled, it wants them
opened back up, he said.
Ryan said the city is willing to remove the barriers
and fencing, but likely will
need the court’s permission to do so because of an
injunction issued by Judge
Donald Greenwood.
— Rick Moriarty

The kitchen
is located
in the
building’s
third-ﬂoor
apartment.

vor. That makes it North Warren Street’s
only remaining building because the
street consists of only one block.
Its neighbors to the left and right are
now parking lots, the buildings that once
stood there victims of the urban decay
of the 1960s and 1970s. Just a few feet
behind the building, where the Oswego
Canal once flowed, thousands of cars
and trucks whiz by daily on Interstates
690 and 81.
In 1987, Daniel Leary, an architect and a member of the Syracuse
Landmark Preservation Board, turned
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the building’s first two floors into his
office and the top two floors into a
three-bedroom loft apartment for himself. Leary left many of the building’s
original wooden beams exposed.
Leary sold the building to Benjamin
Ogden in 2006. Bart Feinberg, a real
estate agent with The Sutton Cos., said
Ogden used it as an artist loft. Ogden
moved to Manlius last year and has put
the 6,000-square-foot building up for
sale for $725,000.
The property includes a 17-car, fenced
parking lot. Feinberg said the building is
best suited for a single tenant who could
use the first two floors for an office
and the top two as living quarters. An
elevator serves the building’s first three
floors.
The building comes with 130 years
of history. Leary named it The Grainery
(an alteration of granary) because it
originally was used to store grain, likely
transported on the nearby canals.
The building started out with three
stories. The fourth floor, with its mansard roof, was likely added early in
the 20th century, said Dennis Connors,
curator of history for the Onondaga
Historical Association.
The owner in 1896 appears to
have been John Surbeck, a native of
Switzerland, who was running a flour
and feed business and made Swiss and
Limburger cheese, Connors said.
Starting around 1914, the building became the home of Paul deLima
Coffee, which is now headquartered in
Liverpool.
A heating and plumbing contractor used it as its headquarters from
the 1930s to the 1960s, according to
Connors.
Its bigger neighbor, the Durston
Block, became mostly vacant by the late
1960s. Connors said it was acquired by
the city for back taxes in 1970 and sold
the following year to a private developer,
who tore it down for a parking lot.
Contact Rick Moriarty at 470-3148 or by
email.

loft
Above: A
spiral staircase
was added in a
1987 renovation.
Left: The thirdﬂoor apartment has a
breakfast bar.
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