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B onnie Crowe didn’t think she had any photographs of
her grandfather, at least not any that portray him on the
job. She told me if she found something, she’d call me
back.

Less than an hour later, she did. She’d discovered a black-
and-white image, very fragile, that she’d once kept in a wal-
let. Crowe works in the jewelry department at the Walmart in
Central Square, and I went there to meet her and to borrow
the photo. It shows a serious man in working clothes, near a
sign offering a discount for anyone with Green Stamps.
Easton C. Jones.
That name, long buried

under the layers of multiple
renovations, has again been
revealed above the entrance
of Jones’ old gasoline station
in downtown Syracuse, at 260
W. Genesee St.
From the late 1980s until

last summer, the building was
home to Mimi’s Bakery &
Café. While few remember it as a gas station, Gary Nigolian,
operator of Mimi’s, said he once found the image of a fly-
ing horse — symbol of Mobil — on a wall there during an
expansion.
In recent days, as people wandered past, the name above

the door triggered an obvious question:
Who was Jones?
“The best way I can put it,” Crowe said, “is that he did

what he was supposed to do. He was a good guy.”
By late summer, a Neapolitan-style pizza parlor is expected

to open in the building, immediately across Willow Street
from the Dinosaur Bar-B-Que. The new restaurant is a part-
nership between John Stage, Dinosaur co-founder, and his old
friend, Paulie Messina, a longtime Dinosaur bar manager.
Stage often incorporates historic elements into his restora-

tions, and he said he had no idea — going into the project
— that the building was once a gas station. According to
records at the Onondaga Historical Association, it hosted

Across from the Dinosaur,
a building speaks about
Easton C. Jones
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LOVES THE BAR&GRILL,
NOT CRAZY FORMALL
Management of TobyKeith restaurant blames Destiny USA for its sudden closure

Toby Keith,
left, performs
for an
enthusiastic
crowd at
the August
2013 grand
opening of
the restaurant
on the third
floor of the
Destiny USA
expansion.
(Ellen M Blalock /
eblalock@syracuse.
com)
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The name of a Richfield gas station and the station’s opera-
tor are visible in a view of the front door of what was Mimi’s
Bakery and Cafe. (Sean Kirst / skirst@syracuse.com)
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The saga of Destiny USA and
Toby Keith’s I Love This
Bar & Grill would make a
great country song.

Mall meets tenant. They fall in
love. They argue. They fight. A
lawsuit. A public, messy divorce.
The bottom line is this: Even

though Toby Keith’s says Destiny
was one of the chain’s stronger
locations, the restaurant company
says its relationship with the mall
grew so toxic, it decided to pull
out anyway.
“There’s a long history of

ongoing back and forth between
us and the Congels and the man-
agers of the mall,” said John
Thomas, vice president of opera-
tions at Toby Keith’s. “It was one
of those situations where we felt
like it was unrepairable.”
Rumors of the restaurant’s

demise had been swirling for

more than a year. Staff mem-
bers found out about the closure
when it happened Saturday night,
Thomas said.
The chain’s history of troubles

at Destiny USA and elsewhere
is well known. A number of its
locations have closed in recent
months with little warning,
including some that hadn’t been
open that long.
In addition to the legal battle

with Destiny, the restaurant
wound up in hot water with the
state last year after it failed to
pay nearly $300,000 in sales
taxes. The tax department hit the
venue with two tax warrants for
back taxes dating to 2013.
Toby Keith’s began paying off

the debt soon after the warrants
were filed and eventually settled
the entire debt.
Still, the spokesman for

the chain put the blame for
Saturday’s breakup squarely on

Destiny’s shoulders.
The mall broke numerous

promises over the years, Thomas
said. The venue had been expect-
ing more support, including help
with marketing.
Though the Destiny location

performed well, Thomas said, the
guessing game about what the
mall would or wouldn’t do next
was too much to handle.
He said repeatedly that the

company did not want to close in
Syracuse. “I love Syracuse per-
sonally,” he said.
Thomas also said the mall

used Toby Keith’s name to fill
its entertainment-focused third
floor with tenants and then lost
interest.
“The brand was used for that,”

he said. “The Toby Keith’s name
was highly sought after.”
No one from Destiny could be
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several eateries from the late
1970s until the opening of
Mimi’s: The Act 1 Deli. The
Headliner. The Hansel and
Gretel Sandwich Shop.

This month, as workers
stripped down the facade,
they found remnants of signs
for an old Richfield gas sta-
tion, dating to the 1930s.
On one wall, in big letters:
LUBE. And above the front
door, part of a “beautiful
octagon” that Stage said was
all but hidden until now:

Easton C. Jones.
While he died more than

40 years ago, the discovery
touched off a wave of memo-
ries for his family. Dolores
Jones Tanner, of Manlius,
was married to Dick Jones,
Easton’s son, a longtime
Liverpool High School bas-
ketball coach who died in
1993.

Dolores vividly remembers
the downtown gas station
and its owner. Easton was a
big man, she said, probably
6-foot-6. His nickname
was “Herk,” short for
Hercules. He served in
the Navy in World War
II, and he came home
to do what so many in
his generation did.

“My sense was that
he was a very quiet,
very reliable man who
saw it as his job to take
care of his family,” said
Dolores, now married to
William Tanner.

Easton could be
tough. Dick Jones told
his wife a story of how
he played three high
school sports and also
worked at the gas station
for his dad.

One night, Dick had
an important playoff
game that interfered with
his shift. His father told
him: You come to work,
or you lose your job.

Dick played. His dad
kept his word. It was a
while before Dick worked
at the gas station again.

Yet Dolores also
remembers a day when
her children were little,
and she was “in the midst
of spaghetti and diapers,”
and her father-in-law
stopped by, unexpectedly,
for a cup of coffee. He
stood there quietly, watch-
ing the kids play, then said
to her:

“I just feel so good about
this family. You’re deal-
ing so well with all those
guys.”

Dolores was stunned.
That was an era, she said,
when few men expressed
deep emotion. “It was the
nicest compliment I ever
had from him,” she said.

As for Bonnie Crowe, her
mother was Easton’s daugh-
ter, Ferne Jones Dykeman,
who died in 1997. Crowe
and her brother Bruce, now
of Florida, both remember
Easton as a Shriner. He’d
coil his big frame onto a
little motorcycle, they said,
and entertain children during
civic parades.

Crowe’s father, Benjamin
Proper, was a World War
II vet and a volunteer fire-
fighter in Fayetteville. In
September 1951, Proper
tried to extinguish a fire that
erupted at his workplace,
Stedford Chemical. There
was an explosion. Proper,
severely burned, died three
days later.

When it happened,

Crowe was 17 months old.
Her sister Linda was born
only a few days before their
father’s death. Easton Jones,
Crowe said, stepped in and
played a critical role for his
daughter and her children.

“If a pipe needed to be
fixed,” Crowe said, “he was
the one to fix it.”

More than anything, she
remembers his quiet, com-
manding presence: Once he
entered a room, he owned it.

By 1959, according to
OHA records, the gas station

was being oper-
ated by “Bud” Hennessy,
who died at 90 in February.
His son, Jack, who pumped
gas as a teenager at the sta-
tion, said the family gath-
ered in North Syracuse last
Saturday, for Bud’s burial.

As for Easton Jones, he
was only 61 when he died,
in 1971.

So that is the tale behind
the name on the wall of an
old building few remember
as anything except a restau-
rant. John Stage said that
for himself and for Messina,
opening a high-quality pizza

par-
lor has

been a
longtime

dream.
But a

renovation,
Stage said,
can be like an
“archaeological
dig,” and when
a building “tells
you what it wants
to be,” you ought
to listen.

From 1930 to
the early 1970s,
his new restau-
rant was a gas
station.

And for
about 18
years, from
1940 to
1958, the
owner
was this
big guy,
Easton

Jones, bet-
ter known as

Hercules.
Don’t be surprised, when

the new pizza place opens,
if he and Hennessy — in
some way — are in a place
of honor.

“Sometimes,” Stage said,
“you let a building speak for
itself.”

Sean Kirst is a columnist with
The Post-Standard. Email him
at skirst@syracuse.com. For Jack
Hennessy’s memories of the gas
station, visit Kirst’s blog at www.
syracuse.com/kirst

Pizza place will keep
retro gas station look
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HOW TO CONTACT US LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 8-1-4
EVENING: 6-4-3

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 1-4-7-8
EVENING: 2-4-7-9

PICK 10
2-9-10-14-15-18-20-26-36-37-

39-40-49-50-53-62-70-76-77-80

TAKE FIVE
8-11-17-26-30

PAGETWO

CASH4LIFE
16-30-35-38-51
CASH BALL: 1

— Post-Standard archives research by Johnathan Croyle

THIS WEEK IN LOCAL HISTORY

2014 – ONE YEAR AGO
May 17: The 20th annual Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure
is held at the New York State Fairgrounds.

May 17: Syracuse endurance runner Jeffrey Proietti is hit by a
car and killed during a run on State Fair Boulevard.

May 18: The newest stretch of the west shore hiking trail
around Onondaga Lake opens to the public.

2010 – FIVE YEARS AGO
May 19: Faith McCarthy is charged with attacking two
Syracuse police officers with a glass bottle.

May 20: Clifton Reynolds, a driver with multiple driving-under-
the-influence charges in his past, crashes twice in two days.
First, he drives into two cars and through the front door of the
Pier 57 restaurant in Liverpool. The next day he crosses over a
double-yellow line and collides head-on with an oncoming car.
Sheriff Kevin Walsh calls Reynolds a menace on the road.

May 22: The Fayette-Manlius Science Olympiad team places
10th in the nation. The 15-student team competed with 120
teams in 46 categories at the University of Illinois.

May 22: A 90-minute documentary about Syracuse 15th Ward
debuts at a gala at Syracuse Stage. The red carpet is rolled
out for the film’s stars, who live and grew up in the ward.

2005 – 10 YEARS AGO
May 18: Brittany Fish, 7, receives a 2005 National Courage
Award from the National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children in Washington, D.C. Fish was abducted from her
home in April 2004 and was missing for 20 hours.

May 21: More than
850 buglers, trumpet-
ers and other horn
players, including
Hannah Sollecito,
15, of Van Buren, fan
out along 40 miles of
roads in Western New
York and perform
“Taps” to highlight the
scarcity of buglers at
veterans’ funerals.

May 21: A father of
three, Joseph Tirado,
22, is shot dead out-
side his Tully Street apartment. Two men turn themselves in to
police the next day.

May 23: The Syracuse Common Council sets the minimum
wage for full-time city work at more than $10 an hour.

2000 – 15 YEARS AGO
May 17: New York State Assembly Leader Michael Bragman
declares he has the votes to depose and replace Speaker
Sheldon Silver. Silver responds by removing Bragman as
Assembly leader and cuts his pay by $34,500 a year.

May 21: Rep. Rick Lazio, Hillary Clinton’s likely opponent in
the Senate race, stops in Syracuse.

May 21: Sen. John McCain delivers the commencement
address at Colgate University.

May 22: An Air Force fighter jet is removed from Onondaga
Lake Park. It’s to be restored and displayed at the Empire
State Aerosciences Museum near Schenectady.

1990 – 25 YEARS AGO

May 17: The Oneida Indian Nation opens a bingo hall and
attracts more than 850 players. It replaces the hall that burned
down Feb. 21, 1988, amid a dispute over the role gambling
should play at the nation.

May 17: Robert Mosher is sentenced to 12½ to 25 years in
state prison for killing his girlfriend with a sword.

May 23: Gov. Mario Cuomo visits SUNY Cortland to say he
will ask state lawmakers to look elsewhere for a possible
nuclear waste site.

1965 – 50 YEARS AGO
May 17: General Electric announces it will hire 1,300 more
workers at its Electronics Park by May 1966. The new workers
will produce the “Porta-Color,” the first personal portable TV in
the U.S., weighing 24 pounds, and costing $249.95.

May 18: Nearly 700 lawyers, judges, friends and former class-
mates fill the Hotel Syracuse to pay tribute to State Supreme
Court Justice Donald Mead, a native Syracusan being thanked
for 25 years of service in all three branches of government.

May 20: Lt. Gov. Malcolm Wilson speaks at the opening of
the Guy B. and Grace N. Dickison Memorial Rehabilitation
Center on Seymour Street. It will house Consolidated
Industries of Greater Syracuse, a nonprofit social agency for
the development of a sheltered, supervised work environment
for the rehabilitation of the physically, mentally and socially
handicapped.

Lillian VanNess, of Colonie, checks her card at the Oneida
Indian Nation’s new bingo hall. (The Post-Standard)

Hannah Sollecito plays at the Wood-
lawn National Cemetery in Elmira.
(Al Campanie / the Post-Standard)
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Bonnie Crowe holds an old snapshot of her grandfather, Easton Jones, also shown below, who
operated a gas station at what later became Mimi’s Bakery and Cafe, across Willow Street
from the Dinosaur Bar-B-Que.


