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The original set of area codes for
long-distance calling all included
a second digit of “1” or “0.”
When those 144 codes were
used up, a new system was
adopted — anything goes! In 18
months, Central New Yorkers who
misdial 680 or 315 could find them-
selves making a long-distance connection to one of the
locations below. Not to mention, if you really mess up,
680 is the international calling code for Palau, an island
near the Philippines.

680-555-5555

684: American Samoa

689: Metro Orlando, Fla. (overlaid on 407)

580: West Oklahoma (split from 405)

380: Columbus, Ohio (overlaid on 614)

980: North Carolina (overlaid on 704)

312: Chicago

314: St. Louis

215: Philadelphia

615: Nashville

345: Cayman Islands

LOCAL OR LONG DISTANCE?

The girl on the right is clearly feeling scrambled, and there’s tension in the face of the girl on the left

as they ride the Scrambler at Valley Field Days, presented by the Valley Men’s Club at Meachem Field

in Syracuse. The girl in the center, obviously the ringleader, seems to be enjoying the moment.

EMOTIONAL ROLLER COASTER

108 years ago: On July 30, 1907, an arch in an 1838 stone
culvert supporting the Erie Canal where it passed over
Onondaga Creek gave way, creating a huge hole in the
bottom of the canal. The ensuing vortex of water was so
strong that five canal boats were sucked in and destroyed.
The back wall of the Amos Mill, which backed up to the canal,
also collapsed, adding barrels of flour to the debris. That
section of canal had to be closed and drained until it could be
repaired, which was a devastating blow for the local economy.
After holding up for an additional 107 years, the culvert was
repaired again this year and is still in place, carrying Erie
Boulevard over Onondaga Creek.

— Dan Conners of the OHA

The day the bottom
fell out of the canal

LOCAL HISTORY

“People shouldnot
swim inwater that
contains sewage,
whichcommonly
occurs ... aftera
rain.”
— JUDITH ENCK, REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE U.S.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, WARNING THAT
JUMPING INTO ONONDAGA LAKE COULD BE “SENDING THE
WRONG MESSAGE” ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE POLLUTED
LAKE. (FIND MORE ON THE LAKE PLUNGE ON PAGE E-3.)

postscript

1-d

2-b, d, e, f, h

3-False. Fitzpatrick needs no funds. He has no opponent.
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IN THEIR WORDS

IMAGES OF CNY See more photos on syracuse.com/photo

Each week, the Onondaga Historical Association
looks back at important events:

Take a look back at this week in history with
photos from Central New York and around the
world at syracuse.com/photos

News: By email: citynews@syracuse.com Phone: 315-470-2265
Twitter: @syracusedotcom

Customer service: Go to syracuse.com/psplus, or Phone: 315-470-NEWS
(6397) (M-F 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.)

BY THE NUMBERS

Advertising: To place a Classified ad, go to syracuse.com/
placead or call 315-470-0032

HOW TO CONTACT US

Michael Greenlar / mgreenlar@syracuse.com

$547
The estimated cost to motorists
in extra wear and tear on their
vehicles caused by substandard
roads in the Syracuse area. The
national average is $516.

30
The percent of roads in the
Syracuse area rated as “poor.”
Another 23 percent are rated
“mediocre,” 17 percent “fair”
and 29 percent “good.”

19
The Syracuse area’s rank for
poor roads among urban areas
between 250,000 and 500,000
people. No. 1 for poor roads in
that category is Flint, Mich.

Source: TRIP

That’s the title of a report issued last
week by TRIP, a group that advocates
for spending on highway transporta-
tion projects.
The group annually makes the case

that spending on road and bridge
projects is inadequate to guarantee
the safety and economic well-being of
Americans.
TRIP says the growth in vehicle

travel is returning to pre-recession lev-
els after several years of little change.
The group points to a study that says
the United States currently has a $740
billion backlog in needed improve-
ments.

Bumpy roads ahead

1. The Syracuse Common Council and the Miner administra-
tion each hired a lawyer and appeared in court last week to
take on which of these issues?

� a. A living wage for all municipal workers and employees

of companies hired by the city.

� b. The chronic underfunding of city schools.
� c. The tax-exempt status of hospitals and universities.
� d. The definition of the word “employee.”

2. Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, the Democratic leader
who represents the Bronx, spent three days getting
acquainted with Central New York (Story, Page A-9). Among
the activities that were part of his tour, Heastie:

� a. Jumped into Onondaga Lake.
� b. Gave blood at a car dealership.
� c. Went down “Slide the City.”
� d. Met military leaders at Fort Drum.
� e. Sat down with folks at the Syracuse Media Group.
� f. Visited a dairy farm for the first time.

� g. Visited a marijuana farm for the first time.

� h. Met with political leaders about the economy.
� i. Applied for a job at a fast-food joint.

3. True of False: Former Assemblyman Mike Bragman
arranged for six baseball Hall of Famers to stop on their way
to Cooperstown and attend an event organized to help his
friend, Bill Fitzpatrick, who needs funds to seek a seventh
term as the Republican district attorney.

LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 1-8-8
EVENING: 9-4-9

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 7-5-4-6
EVENING: 9-7-6-1

LOTTO
4-8-11-18-33-54
BONUS: 27

PICK 10
6-8-12-19-38-39-45-47-50-52
53-56-61-66-67-69-70-72-73-76

POWER BALL
27-29-34-41-44
POWERBALL: 2
POWER PLAY: 3

TAKE FIVE
15-21-23-24-25

Home delivery

4 wks 13 wks 26 wks 52 wks

SUNDAY $10.00 $32.50 $65.00 $130.00
3-DAY 18.00 58.50 117.00 234.00

EFFECTIVE JULY 5

Canal boats are drawn into the hole created when
a culvert over Onondaga Creek collapsed. The back
wall of the Amos Mill also collapsed. (OHA photo)

The weather in June
was ridiculously moist. The
National Weather Service
recorded three times the nor-
mal rainfall in the month of
June.
The complaining has let up

in July. Here’s why:
3 The rainfall total so far,

through Friday, was 2.26
inches, a half-inch drier than
normal.
3 The heaviest rain came on

July 1. Since then, we’ve seen
just three days with more than
a quarter inch of rain.
3 The average tempera-

ture through Friday was 69.8
degrees. That’s 1.6 degrees
cooler than the average.
3 The highest temperature

was 91, and that was the only
time the high reached 90.

CLIMATE

After a soggy spring,
summer shapes up
to be nice and mild


