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The folks at Vernon Downs Casino
say they’re losing business to the
new Yellow Brick Road Casino
in Chittenango, which the
Oneida Indian Nation
opened June 2, and to new
slots at Sav-On gas stations.
Weekly revenue at Vernon
Downs has dropped by
almost 9 percent this summer,
leading minority shareholder
Gary Greenberg to say, “We can’t go
on like this.”

WIZARDS OF ODDS

State total: $37.46 million

Resorts World Casino, Queens: $15.40 million

Empire City Casino, Yonkers Raceway: $10.46 million

Saratoga Casino Raceway: $3.44 million

Finger Lakes Gaming and Racetrack: $2.52 million

Hamburg Gaming: $1.36 million

Monticello Casino and Raceway: $1.32 million

Batavia Downs Gaming: $1.11 million

Tioga Downs Casino: $1.07 million

Vernon Downs Casino and Hotel: $760,000

Source: New York State Gaming Commission

ONE WEEK OF VIDEO GAMING REVENUE
Net win (revenue after payouts) for week ending Aug. 1

A woman hugs one of the musicians between sets of the Jazz in the City concert Thursday night

in Syracuse’s Kirk Park. The park was alive on a cool, comfortable evening with dancing to the R&B

sounds of the Blacklites with Rick Chisholm. It was the first of four Thursday concerts, supported

by a grant from the National Endownment for the Arts. The next Jazz in the City event is 7 to 9 p.m.

Thursday at 700 N. Salina St. in Little Italy, with the Urban Jazz Coalition with Elan Trotman performing.

JAZZY TIME AT KIRK PARK

70 Years Ago: On Aug. 6, 1945,
the first atomic bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima, Japan, from the B-29
bomber Enola Gay. Another bomb was
released over Nagasaki three days
later. On Aug. 15, the Japanese surren-
der was announced and V.J. Day cel-
ebrations began. The official surrender
ceremony took place on the battleship
USS Missouri on Sept. 2. Three days
after the ceremony, Lt. Bud Stapleton,
of Syracuse, climbed to the top of the
Nippon News building in downtown
Tokyo and raised the American flag, the
first to fly over the city since Japan’s
surrender.

— Dan Connors for the OHA

Lt. Bud Stapleton raises the American
flag over Tokyo. (OHA photo)

Stars and Stripes over Tokyo
LOCAL HISTORY

“Iwokeupand
sawthisbat
attached to
myarmand I
flung it across
the room.”
— KIMBERLY DURAND, OF SALINA, WHO
FELT A STING ON HER ARM WHILE
SLEEPING. THE BAT TESTED POSITIVE
FOR RABIES, SO DURAND IS
UNDERGOING A SERIES OF SHOTS

postscript
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2. They are all allowed.
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IMAGES OF CNY See more photos on syracuse.com/photos

Each week, the Onondaga Historical Association looks back at important events:

Take a look back at this week in history with photos from
Central New York and around the world at syracuse.com/photos
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2.2
Million cubic yards of sediment
dredged from Onondaga Lake’s
bottom and pumped to the
containment area in Camillus.

2.46
Billion gallons of water that
drained from the sediment
and was filtered at a water
treatment facility.

150
Truck trips per day to provide
the cover material to bury the
sediment, each truck carrying
23 cubic yards of dirt.

Source: Honeywell

The dredging of contaminated muck from the
bottom of Onondaga Lake ended in November
after a three-year operation. The sediment was
pumped to a containment area in Camillus, a for-
mer Allied waste bed, where the muck was poured
into long tubes that allowed water to seep out and
be collected for treatment.
Now Honeywell is burying the long tubes. The

plan is to seal them — and the mercury, benzene
and other chemicals inside them — within a layer
of polyethylene, and then cover them again and
allow grass to grow over them.

Burial grounds

1. Which of these features of the original Rainbow
Lounge at the old Hotel Syracuse will not be brought
back as part of the $70 million renovation?

� a. The circular bar.
� b. The terrazo floor.
� c. The art deco design.
� d. The ban on unescorted women.

2. Tickets were still available for the Miranda Lambert
concert Sept. 3, the first event to be held at the
new Lakeview Amphitheater? Which of these is not
allowed at the concert?

� a. Umbrellas.
� b. Lawn chairs.
� c. Blankets.
� d. Blake Shelton T-shirts.

3. East Syracuse is considering a local ordinance that
would address residents’ concerns about odor, noise
and filth. What is it the village would ban?

� a. Chickens.
� b. Deer.
� c. Rabid bats.
� d. Sediment from the bottom of Onondaga Lake.

Barrie Gewanter, local director
for the NewYork Civil Liberties
Union since 2003, has been
appointed executive director of a
new Onondaga County/Syracuse
Commission on Human Rights.
She was nominated by

Onondaga County Executive
Joanie Mahoney and unani-
mously confirmed Tuesday by
the Onondaga County Legislature
She starts Aug. 24 with a salary of
$82,500.
Gewanter, 51, of Syracuse, was

a leading advocate for creation of
a jail oversight commission after
the deaths of two inmates.
In her new position, Gewanter

will handle internal and external
complaints in all county govern-
ment departments.
Gewanter said her challenge is

to start both committees from the
ground up.
“The main challenge is standing

up a human rights commission that
has been dormant or nonexistent
for five years,” she said. “At the

same time, creating a new entity to
receive and investigate serious com-
plaints and incidents at the jail.”
Gewanter said she will continue

her advocacy for human rights
advances, including a ban on dis-
crimination based on a person’s
“actual or perceived sex, or their
gender identity or expression.”
Legislator Kevin Holmquist,

R-Manlius, said he and Gewanter
are probably on opposite sides of
most issues, but he has enjoyed
working with her over the past
decade.
“She’s been a calming influence

when there’s been a lot of loud
people on all sides,” he said. “I
think she will be a great addition
to county government and I look
forward to working with her.”
A graduate of Webster

University with a master’s in soci-
ology fromWashington University,
Gewanter has been recognized
for her work for civil liberties and
social justice.
—Michelle Breidenbach

A ‘calming influence’ for human rights takes on new post

LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 7-3-9
EVENING: 5-6-9

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 8-0-1-9
EVENING: 5-3-1-1

LOTTO
6-21-27-41-43-56
BONUS 42

PICK 10
8-10-11-13-14-16-25-26-32-34
37-38-43-47-50-61-67-75-79-80

OTHER LOTTERIES
There was one top prize
winner of $73,221 in Friday’s
Take Five drawing. The
winning ticket was sold in
Yonkers.

POWER BALL
9-34-48-52-54
POWERBALL: 15
POWER PLAY: 4

TAKE FIVE
2-7-8-19-22

Barrie Gewanter has spoken out
recently about the use of force by
police, surveillance camers and
anti-nuisance ordinances. (Post-
Standard file photo, 2010)


