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Marlana Watson is a staff ser-
geant with the Army National
Guard. She served as a medic

at Bagram
Air Base
Afghanistan.
In November

last year,
she was in
her Beattie
Street home in
Syracuse, play-

ing Call of Duty, when she heard
gunshots. Real gunshots.
She went outside and saw that

two boys, ages 13 and 15, were
shot. One of the teens was shot
in the buttocks. She took off the
teen’s sock to use as a bandage.
She recruited a neighbor to

maintain pressure on the wound
while she attended to the other
teen, who was shot in the thigh
and calf. Watson and her sister
cared for the other teen until
police arrived.
Both teens survived the shoot-

ing.

Wednesday, she received the
Medal of Valor, NewYork’s high-
est military honor, from Gov.
Andrew Cuomo.
Without hesitation, Staff Sgt.

Watson placed her own personal
safety at risk in order to help
those in need,” Cuomo said in a
statement. “I commend her heroic

actions and am proud to see this
exemplary NewYorker receive this
well-deserved honor.”
Watson now lives in Lindenhurst

and serves as a recruiter at
the Army National Guard’s
Farmingdale office on Long
Island.
— Jacob Pucci

Medal of Valor winner braved gunfire in Syracuse

Wade Shows will bring 13 new
rides to the New York State
Fair’s midway, including a spe-
cial set of rides for children.

NEW THRILLS

The Comet II: Single-car roller coaster that originated at
the Texas State Fair and has traveled with Wade Shows
since 2010.

The Extreme: Spins riders 360 degrees while swinging
them 50 feet above the midway.

The Freak Out: Swings riders back and forth high in the
air while turning them side-to-side.

The Mega Drop: Takes riders up 130 feet in the air and
drops them, simulating zero gravity.

The Space Roller: Riders swing on one end of a coun-
terweighted boom arm while their seats spin randomly.

The Super Himalaya: A music-oriented ride that takes
riders up and down a circle of hills using centrifugal
forces.

AT LEAST FOUR KIDDIE RIDES:
Puppy Love, Monster Trucks, Elephants by the Numbers
and The Star Dancer Observation Tower.

Rides making their first appearances on the Wade
Shows midway this year:

The Flying Bobs: A spinning music ride.

The Orient Express: A dragon-themed coaster ride.

The Up, Up & Away: A balloon-themed ride.

Sept. 2 is Wade Shows Wednesday: Buy a wristband for
10 rides for $10. Ride-all-day wristbands are $20. The
Mega Pass lets a person ride all day all 12 days. It’s $70
before the fair opens Thursday and $90 the first few days.

SIX NEW THRILL RIDES
THAT WERE NOT PRESENT
IN 2014:

LONELY AT THE TOP

53 Years Ago: On Aug. 29, 1962, the New York Central Passenger and Freight
Station on Erie Boulevard closed because passenger traffic was declining and
the large station was too expensive to operate. A new station opened on Manlius
Center Road in East Syracuse. The abandoned railroad station became a car dealer-
ship. Later, it was converted into the Greyhound Bus Station. Originally opened in
1936, the station was built for the new elevated New York Central Railroad tracks.
The building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on Sept. 11, 2009.

— Dan Connors of the OHA

End of the line for the New York Central station

LOCAL HISTORY

“If somebodyhasa
need for speed,
we’dmuch rather
theyput thepedal
to themetalwithin
our fourwalls than
outon the road.”
— KAREN DAVIS-FARAGE, OF POLE POSITION RACEWAY,
WHO IS AGAIN OFFERING ONE FREE RACE TO
MOTORISTS WHO HAVE RECEIVED A SPEEDING TICKET
BETWEEN MEMORIAL DAY AND LABOR DAY.
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IMAGES OF CNY See more photos on syracuse.com/photos

Each week, the Onondaga Historical Association looks back at important events:

Take a look back at this week in history with photos from
Central New York and around the world at syracuse.com/photos

News: By email: citynews@syracuse.com Phone: 315-470-2265
Twitter: @syracusedotcom

Customer service: Go to syracuse.com/psplus, or Phone: 315-470-NEWS
(6397) (M-F 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.)
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One Central New York high
school made Newsweek’s 2015
“Beating the Odds” list, which lists
the top 500 high schools with
low-income students, according
to the magazine.
Thirty-eight percent of the

students in the Vernon-Verona-
Sherrill school district come from
families who qualify for economic
assistance programs, such as the
free or reduced-price lunch pro-
grams, according to the New York
state Education Department.
This list, separate from the

overall America’s Best High
Schools Newsweek list, ranks
schools that do an excellent job
of preparing their students for col-
lege while also overcoming the
obstacles presented by economi-
cally disadvantaged students, the
magazine said.
The schools are ranked based

on performance while also factor-
ing in student poverty.
While the overall list looks at

high schools that perform at or
above the 70th percentile within
each state, the “Beat the Odds”
list is different.
For this list, the rankings looked

at high schools whose economi-
cally disadvantaged students per-
formed better than the state aver-
age on standardized state tests.
The rankings measured stu-

dents’ socioeconomic status
using the percentage of students
eligible for free or reduced-price
lunch.

Beating the odds

1. The Oneida Indian Nation announced Friday that it
would create 30 new jobs by turning the bingo hall
at the Yellow Brick Road Casino in Chittenango into:

� a. Boxing ring
� b. Amphitheather
� c. Aguarium
� d. Table games

2. The No. 1 moneymaking grandstand show for the
state fair in the last four years was:

� a. Jason Aldean
� b. Brad Paisley
� c. Sugarland
� d. Kid Rock

3. Which specific type of people are the makers of
the Tom Berenger movie “American Dresser” look-
ing for in today’s casting call at the Ramada Carrier
Circle in DeWitt?

� a. Salty old bar patrons
� b. Rough-looking truck drivers
� c. Sith lords
� d. Local patrons and party-goers

Two teens were shot in front of 410 Beattie Street in November 2014.
(Jolene Almendarez / The Post-Standard)

LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 6-6-5
EVENING: 0-3-7

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 0-6-8-5
EVENING: 1-7-7-1

LOTTO
1-12-22-31-50-58
BONUS: 37

PICK 10
1-4-9-20-27-35-36-41-42-43
45-47-48-51-58-60-65-71-72-78

OTHER LOTTERIES
Take 5: One first-place ticket sold in
the Bronx won $71,488.50 Friday.

Mega Millions: One second-place
ticket sold in Pennsylvania won
$1 million Friday.

POWER BALL
4-12-14-21-55
POWERBALL: 7
POWER PLAY: 4

TAKE FIVE
1-19-29-30-35

422
out of the top 500, the ranking of
Vernon-Verona-Sherrill Sr. High School
in Newsweek’s “Beating the Odds” list.

78
The college readiness score

for V-V-S

40.6%
The poverty index for the school district
in Oneida County

Source: Newsweek

Wade Shows workers were setting up the Midway at the New York State Fairgrounds on Saturday.
Wade will have 62 rides this year, plus Everything Bacon, with bacon on a stick, chocolate-covered
bacon and a bacon-wrapped corn dog. See the photo gallery at syracuse.com/photos

Also: Guide to Miranda Lambert shuttle, parking, A-6. Behind the scenes stories, Empire Magazine. Plus syracuse.com/statefair

(Scott Schild | sschild@syracuse.com)


