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LOCAL

A statue of the Virgin Mary was pushed off its pedestal at
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Syracuse
over the weekend. (Photos by Samantha House / shouse@syracuse.com)

By SamanthaHouse
shouse@syracuse.com

The Rev. Father Michael
Dosyak broke bad news to
parishioners Sunday morn-
ing: A statue that stood on St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church’s grounds
for more than 50 years had
been toppled.
Dosyak had been preparing

to lead his church’s Sunday
service when he discovered
the church’s Virgin Mary
statue had been pushed to the
ground.
Sickened to find the statue

behind its pedestal on the
rectory’s front lawn, Dosyak
said he called police. Then,
with a heavy heart, he took
time during his church’s 8:30
a.m. service to inform parish-
ioners.
“People are sad,” he said.

“People are hurt.”
Nick Holl, a parishioner

and volunteer, said the statue
was donated to St. John the
Baptist by his parents about
55 years ago. His parents
immigrated to the United
States from Germany and
found a religious home at the
Syracuse church.
Holl gazed at the fallen

statue late Sunday morning,

shaking his head.
“It makes me feel very sad

because my parents donated
this,” the Syracuse man
said. “Somebody felt that it
shouldn’t be standing.”
The back of the statue

was slightly damaged, Holl
said. Restoring the statue and
anchoring it to the pedestal,
he estimated, will cost about
$4,000.
The church has fallen vic-

tim to vandals in the past,
Holl said.
Last year, a car swerved

off the road and crashed into
the brick barrier surround-
ing the statue. The scattered
bricks were replaced and
later cemented together.
The blue spotlight that

illuminates the Virgin Mary
statue at night is still stained
black from all the times van-
dals have spray painted the
light.
The Syracuse Police

Department responded to the
church after Dosyak called
911 about the crime. When
he was told vandalism was
not considered an emergency,
Dosyak said he became
upset.
“Police hurt me by that,”

he said.

Church’s statue
toppled by vandals

A spotlight
that shines
on the statue
was sprayed
with black
paint by
vandals.

By Geoff Herbert
gherbert@syracuse.com

E-Z Pass users are being
targeted by a new phishing
scam with an old trick.
AAA Mid-Atlantic tells

WTVR that drivers with
E-Z Pass accounts in 15
states, including NewYork,
are receiving fake emails
claiming they owe money. A
clickable link sends victims
to a website that resembles
the E-Z Pass home page, and
asks for credit card informa-
tion.
What they’re really doing

is downloading a computer
virus that gives thieves access
to personal data.
ABC News reports the

spammers claim recipients
didn’t pay a toll, enticing
them to click and become
vulnerable. The culprits may
not even know if their targets
used E-Z Pass or other toll-
way transponders, but cast a
wide net in hopes of catching
the millions that do.
“This is absolutely a clas-

sic phish and what they
bank on is sheer numbers
because they are sending
spam email to literally mil-
lions of people,” former FBI
Special Agent Brad Garrett
told ABC.
According to Consumer

Affairs, the scam is simi-
lar to claims about funds

owed from bank accounts or
Netflix balances due. The
communications look official,
but don’t include any specific
information about the recipi-
ent, such as their name or
account number — and may
contain spelling or grammar
errors.
Anyone who receives an

email claiming to be E-Z
Pass and demanding payment
is advised to either go to their
state’s E-Z Pass website (by
typing it in, not clicking the
email’s link) or call E-Z Pass
at 1-877-762-7824.

E-Z Pass users targeted by
email scam: Avoid the trap

RED FLAGS
Some things to look
for indicating a scam-
mer is phishing for your
information:

■ No mention of your
name or account num-
ber.

■ No details about the
toll road you were sup-
posedly driving on.

■ E-Z Pass logo might
not look same.

■ Vague link pointing to
an invoice that “can be
downloaded here.”

ByKen Sturtz
ksturtz@syracuse.com

An 85-year-old man in prison for run-
ning a man off a Cato road and causing

his death during an alcohol-
fueled road-rage incident
will not be released on
parole.
The state parole board

denied parole for William
LeVea, the Cayuga County
District Attorney’s Office
has announced. He will not

be eligible for parole again until 2017.
“We are gratified that the parole board

considered the outpouring of public out-
rage at the prospect of this defendant’s
release,” District Attorney Jon Budelmann

said in a statement.
LeVea pleaded guilty in 2011 to aggra-

vated vehicular homicide and driving
while intoxicated for the November 2009
killing of Christopher Spack. During the
high-speed drunk-driving crash, LeVea
repeatedly rammed Spack’s vehicle until
it spun into another vehicle.
LeVea was sentenced to six to 18 years

in prison. A request last year that he be
released early on medical grounds was
denied.
The decision not to release LeVea

early, even as his health fails, was based
in part on the parole board’s belief that
he’d return to crime if released. LeVea’s
decades-long criminal history includes
robbery and two assaults, one of which

was so severe the victim died from his
injuries. LeVea was also accused of
assaulting a prison staff member.
In determining whether he would be

released on parole, the board reviewed
copies of the criminal case paperwork,
photos, audio tape, letters, petitions
signed by the public, letters from the pub-
lic and testimony from LeVea’s victims
and their families. They also reviewed
LeVea’s prison disciplinary records and
medical records.
LeVea is currently housed at the

Fishkill Correctional Facility in Dutchess
County.

Contact Ken Sturtz by email or at 766-7833.

LeVea, 85, denied parole for road-rage killing

LeVea

(Photos by Kevin Rivoli / krivoli@syracuse.com)

Cazenovia Lake was the backdrop Sunday for

the Cazenovia Triathlon and Aqua-bike competition.

Athletes could choose the Intermediate Race, a

1,500-meter swim, 25-mile bike and 10K run; the

Spring Race, with an 800-meter swim, 14-mile bike

and 5K run; or aqua-bike events, for athletes who just

wanted to swim and bike. There also were relays.

SWIMMING, CYCLING, RUNNING

View a
photo
gallery

from the
Cazenovia
Triathlon and
Aqua-bike
competition at
syracuse.com/
photos

OHAdirector responds to comments about Ska-nonh at the former SainteMarie site

ByMichelle Breidenbach
breidenbach@syracuse.com

Gregg Tripoli, executive
director of the Onondaga
Historical Association,
responded to a recent story
about the transformation of the
old Sainte Marie Among the
Iroquois to the new Ska-nonh
Great Law of Peace Center.
The name is pronounced

like “Skah-no” with the last
nh silent. It is a greeting in
the Onondaga language that
means peace and wellness.
The Great Law of Peace

Center will teach the his-
tory and values of the
Haudenosaunee, or Iroquois
Confederacy, in keeping with

their oral history tradition.
There will be plenty of objects
and art, but they are not the
focus. The objects will be used
to support the oral history.
The center explores the

Great Law, which was
established on the shores
of Onondaga Lake to make
peace among five warring
Haudenosaunee nations.
Tripoli wrote: “It was cer-

tainly not a perfect world. The
resulting union created one of
the most formidable entities
on the continent and was the
first representative democracy
in the west. The concept and
story of the Great Law was
used by Founding Fathers, like

John Adams and Benjamin
Franklin, to help convince
13 separate colonies to come
together to form a more per-
fect union.
It created a society that

put women in positions of
leadership, which helped
inspire the women who started
the Women’s Rights move-
ments in Central NewYork.
It launched the colloquial-
ism, “Bury the Hatchet” and
brought us the real legend of
Hiawatha. The story of the
Great Law includes imag-
ery and symbolism that are
repeated in our national seal
and represented on every dol-
lar bill.”

Tripoli replied to Syracuse.
com reader comments:
CrookedNose wrote: “Why I

wonder do people get all up in
arms against Native culture?
I personally wish there was
more things in Syracuse to
remind us of the Onondaga
people.”
Tripoli: “It is a story, and

a history, that should make
our community proud and
will interest everyone who
doesn’t know that these, and
many other important and
fascinating components of our
national history and identity,
originated right here on the

Great Law of Peace Center
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shores of our little lake as part
of the amazing story of our
native neighbors.”
MyOpinion wrote: “Another

ridiculous waste of tax dol-
lars.”
Tripoli: The Center was

developed and is being built
with NO taxpayer funds. 25
(percent) of the total cost
came from the surplus of
Room and Occupancy Tax,
which no resident pays unless
they are living in a hotel. Two
$80,000 grants came from
Empire State Development
and the rest of the funds were
from private sources, includ-
ing local foundations.
neveryouwrote: “Exactly

how much money has come
from the Onondaga Nation?”
Tripoli: The Onondaga

Nation provided the larg-
est individual component of
the private funding. In addi-
tion, Nation representatives
and leaders have donated
thousands of volunteer hours
toward the development of the
narrative and the design of the
Center. The facility is current-
ly an unutilized community
asset that is in great shape and
is located in our county’s most
visited park.

The additional non-taxpayer
funded cost of turning it into
a completely new attraction is
actually very small compared
to what most new museums
require.

The real waste of taxpayers’
money would have been to let
it remain unused.

(Tripoli said the exact
amount of the Onondaga
donation is private, unless the
nation chooses to share the
dollar amount.)
aberrant wrote: “The French

fort had a large spiked wooden
wall around it to protect the
settlers from the super nice
native people. There, history
is fixed.”
russtarby wrote: “when the

French ‘fort’ was first estab-
lished in the early-1930s, it
had adapted the image of a
Western ‘fort,’ totally buying
into the Hollywood-driven
idea of cowboys versus
Indians ... unfortunately that
wasn’t really the story behind
the Jesuit mission...”
Tripoli: The Mission of

Sainte Marie was, in fact, a
mission and not a fort. The
palisades (the “spiked wooden
wall”) make it look like a fort
and it will probably always be
known as the “French Fort.”
The truth is, both native and
non-native communities at the
time commonly used palisades
around their structures as pro-
tection against animals and
elements, as well as enemies.

As part of the design, we
hope to provide the visitor
with a description, as well as
a depiction, of what the lake-
front may have looked like
prior to 1600 so we hope you
will come to check it out when
it opens.
Contact Michelle Breidenbach

anytime by email or at 470-3186.

NEWS

Announcements

OBITUARIES

Vera June (Feeney) Fiore
August 20, 2015

Vera June (Feeney) Fiore,
86, of Auburn, died Thurs-
day. Survivors: husband,
Francis; six children,
Kathleen Winslow, Lorena
Culver, Jeannine Peters, Lu-
cinda Coughlin, Francis Jr.,
Joseph. Services: 1 p.m.
Tuesday in St. Mary’s
Church, Clark St., Auburn. Ar-
rangements by Pettigrass FH.

Matthew J. French
August 18, 2015

Matt French, 47, passed
away peacefully in his sleep,
Tuesday, August 18, 2015, in
Clifton Springs Hospital and
Clinic.

Brzostek.com Auctions, Ap-
praises, Antiques, Estates, Real Es-
tate. No Commission on Real Estate!
Call 315-678-2542 or 800-374-SELL

Obituary List
August 24
Vera June (Feeney) Fiore, 86
Matthew J. French, 47
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No taxpayer
funds used
for center

(Photos by Dennis Nett | dnett@syracuse.com)

The Fil-Am Association

of Central New York

presented its Filipiniani

Estillo 6 Filipino fashion show

Sunday at the Holiday Inn

on Electronics Parkway in

Salina. The show featured

the clothes of six well-known

fashion designers from the

Philippines. Above, models

hit the runway. At right,

fittings take place before the

show begins.

FASHIONABLE FILIPINO DESIGNS

“If someone sneezes in
NewYork Mills, we all
know it. We see the same
people at sporting events,
at the grocery store and
everywhere else, and we
talk. We stick together,
and we inform each
other.”

Despins said the high
opt-out
rate is
because
parents
there
under-
stand
the
issues.

“We
fought
for our school, our kids,
our teachers. We will con-
tinue to do so. We stand
up against what is wrong
and fight for change,’’ she
said.

Despins said many
parents believe the tests
are too difficult, poorly
designed and ineffective,
with straight-A students
failing with no explana-
tion.

State education offi-
cials, however, say the
tests are effective ways
to measure student and
school progress, and
determine who needs
extra help.

MANY, FROM PAGE A-1

Many
parents
believes
tests are
too hard

“We fought
for our
kids, our
teachers.”
PARENT KATE
DESPINS

More than three dozen people stood outside the KeyBank in Syracuse’s Eastwood neighborhood on Sunday, one week after 71-year-old David Stiner was
found wounded at that same location. Stiner died from his injuries Aug. 16. (Catie O’Toole / cotoole@syracuse.com)

Stiner is shown with an insurance agent. (Provided)

CRIME AND SAFETY

A Parish man is facing multiple charges after he
unlawfully entered an Oswego County home and
fought with a resident who called 911, deputies
said.

When Derrick C. Losito and an unnamed co-
defendant entered a New Haven home on Aug.
15, a resident inside the home called 911, said the
Oswego County Sheriff’s Office. Losito and his co-
defendant got into a “physical altercation” with the
victim, cutting the 911 call short.

Losito, 32, was arrested five days after the inci-
dent and charged with second-degree burglary and
fourth-degree conspiracy, both felonies. He was

also charged with fourth-degree criminal mischief,
a misdemeanor, and second-degree harassment, a
violation.

Losito, of 20 Dimon Road, was arraigned in
Scriba Town Court and remanded to the Oswego
County Jail in lieu of $2,500 cash or a $5,000 bond,
deputies said.

The burglary investigation remains open.
— Samantha House

Suspect killed, 2 officers injured
after Upstate NY shooting

The suspect in an attempted carjacking in Troy
was killed Saturday after exchanging gunfire with
police, reports say.

Two officers with the Troy Police Department
were responding to an attempted carjacking near

115th and Fifth avenues around 11 p.m. Saturday
when they spotted a man who fit the suspect’s
description, said Time Warner Cable News.

Officer Joshua Comitale and Officer Chad Klein
were approaching the suspect when the man pointed
a gun at the officers and opened fire, police said.
The officers shot back.

Comitale, who has served the department for
seven years, was shot in both legs, said the Times
Union. Klein, a Gulf War veteran who has worked
for the department for nine years, was shot in the
shoulder.

Police said the suspect continued to struggle
when officers handcuffed him, reported the Times
Union. The injured man later died.

Comitale and Klein are being treated at Albany
Medical Center Hospital.
— Samantha House

Man charged with burglarizing
home in Oswego County, fighting
with a resident

View a photo gallery
from the fashion show at
syracuse.com/photos

By Catie O’Toole
cotoole@syracuse.com

Jarrett Williams clasped his
hands and held back tears Sunday
evening as he stood at the site
where his father was shot and
killed one week ago.

David Stiner, 71, of Syracuse,
was sitting in his parked pickup
truck, waiting for a friend to run
an errand, when a witness saw
two armed men force their way
into the truck in the 2800 block
of James Street in Syracuse’s
Eastwood neighborhood, police
said.

Minutes later, Stiner was
found in the parking lot behind
KeyBank, at 2801 James St. He
had been shot in the head. Stiner,
a grandfather, Vietnam veteran
and retired mechanic who still
owned an auto shop business in
the city, died that night, Aug. 16.

“He was a good person,”
Williams said during a candlelight
vigil Sunday outside the KeyBank
in Eastwood. “He didn’t deserve

to go out the way it happened.
I’m always going to wonder
why.”

Syracuse police have not
released any suspect information
or details about the investigation
into the city’s 18th homicide.

“They got something on cam-
era, but they said it’s under inves-
tigation,” Williams said. “They’re
not giving us any indication (why
Stiner was shot and by whom).”

One week after the homicide,
Syracuse police detectives said
they “are still actively working”
on the investigation. Anyone with
information can call detectives at
442-5222.

While they continue to wait
for answers, more than three
dozen members of Stiner’s family
and friends, as well as Mothers
Against Gun Violence members,
gathered Sunday night to light a
candle in Stiner’s memory and
to pray. Family and friends cried
and hugged, but also remembered
the good times they had with the

man they nicknamed “Nooney.”
“His favorite words were, ‘Hey,

boyeee,’” said Stiner’s nephew,
Teddy Gray, 62, of Alabama.

Gray said Stiner, his “favorite
uncle,” would give anybody any-
thing. “If you didn’t even pay him
back, it didn’t bother him,” Gray
said, pausing before the punch
line: “Because you wouldn’t get
no more.” The crowd laughed.

“He loved everybody,” Gray
said. “Even if he didn’t know
you, if you needed something, he
gave it to you.”

Williams said he doesn’t under-
stand why his father’s killers
“didn’t just ask” if they needed
something.

“This is unbelievable,”
Williams said, as a tear ran down
his face.

“This gun violence has got to
stop. This is what it’s about,” he
said. “He was very giving, very
open-hearted. I’m just ready to
lay him to peace.”

Stiner’s funeral is today.

Family seeks answers to David Stiner’s death


