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What’s the secret to a big crowd
at the New York State Fair? It
helps if the weather is nice. It
helps if it’s a weekend. It helps
if it’s the final weekend. And we
learned last year that it doesn’t
hurt if you reduce prices, like on
Labor Day, when admission is $1.

Two of the biggest daily crowds since 1972 were
recorded last year. It takes a healthy 112,000 to crack
this list.

And for the record, the smallest state fair crowd
recorded since 1972 was a measly 23,896 who came
out for the first day of the fair in 1990. Must have
been a cold rain that day.

FAIRLY BIG CROWDS

122,870: 2014, Labor Day Monday

120,617: 2014, Saturday, Aug. 30

120,516: 1989, Saturday, Sept. 2

119,726: 1985, Sunday, Sept. 1

118,943: 2001, Saturday, Sept. 1

118,621: 2001, Sunday, Sept. 2

116,796: 1984, Saturday, Sept. 1

115,324: 2010, Saturday, Aug. 28

112,955: 2002, Saturday, Aug. 31

112,774: 1972, Wednesday, Aug. 30

10 BIGGEST ONE-DAY CROWDS SINCE 1972

And now a public service announcement. While you’re at the New York State Fair, take care of

your body. Stay hydrated. Yes, it’s a place to enjoy beer and wine slushies and other beverages, but

a healthy dose of water will help prolong your day. Also, rest your body occasionally on a bench, or

a patch of grass. (The Coliseum is a great spot to take a break indoors while watching equestrian

competitions.) And where else do you get to put your feet on a Footsie-Wootsie for a few quarters?

DRINK IT IN

A Clinton family vacation
LOCAL HISTORY

“ Itdoesn’tbring
communities together
whenpeopleare running
aroundwith rulers
measuringwhethera
sidewalk iselevateda
few inches.”
— RYAN MCMAHON, AFTER AGREEING TO REPAIR A CITY SIDEWALK IN
FRONT OF HIS HOUSE THAT WAS DEEMED INADEQUATE

postscript

1-b; 2-a; 3-a
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IMAGES OF CNY See more photos on syracuse.com/photo

Each week, the Onondaga Historical Association looks back at important events:

Take a look back at this week in history with photos from
Central New York and around the world at syracuse.com/photos
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641,000
Number of Upstate New York
residents who had tests for
vitamin D levels in 2014.

42
The percent of those residents
who had no medical reason to
have the vitamin D test.

$33million
The estimated amount spent
in 2014 on vitamin D testing in
Upstate New York.

600
The number of international
units of vitamin D that are
recommended daily for people
70 and younger.

Source: Excellus

Many Upstate New Yorkers
are getting unnecessary blood
tests to measure their vitamin
D levels, running up millions
of dollars in excessive medi-
cal costs, according to Excellus
BlueCross BlueShield.
The insurer said nearly nine

out of 10 Upstate residents have
no medical reason to have their
vitamin D levels tested.
“If your doctor suspects a

low vitamin D level, taking an
over-the-counter supplement
of getting more vitamin D from
your diet may be sufficient,” said
Dr. Marybeth McCall an Excellus
vice president.

Vitamin ‘Y’

1. The producers of the film “American Dresser,” star-
ring Tom Berenger, would be filmed this weekend at
the New York State Fair. Which actress has the lead
female part in the film?

� a. Miranda Lambert.
� b. Gina Gershon.
� c. Amy Schumer.
� d. Ashley Madison.

2. One of the new foods offered at this year’s fair is
an angus beef burger, topped with deep-fried pick-
les, deep-fried cheese curds, deep-fried bacon slices
and cheddar cheese, all stuffed between two grilled
cheese sandwiches. One of these delivers 1,600
calories. It is called:

� a. The Defibrillator.
� b. The Big Mac Heart Attack.
� c. Lunch for the state of Rhode Island.
� d. Take Me to Crouse.

3. The Wade Shows midway brought 13 new thrill
rides to this year’s fair. Which of these is one of
them?

� a. The Super Himalaya.
� b. The Daring Dredger.
� c. The Crumbling Grandstand.
� d. The City Sidewalk.

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul is a long-
time fairgoer. She was once a
member of 4-H, and competed in
cooking and sewing competitions
at the Erie County Fair when she
was a child.
On the opening day of the 2015
state fair, she made a point to
visit the 4-H exhibits. She learned
how to make felt and plant lettuce
seeds.
She also learned how frustrated
teachers are with her boss, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo.
Beth Chetney, a ninth-
grade English teacher from
Baldwinsville, sat down with
Hochul to express concerns about
teacher evaluations and student
testing.
“The issues you raise are legiti-
mate,” Hochul said. “I assure you
they are being talked about at high
levels. And you’re going to see
some changes.”
As Hochul made her way around
the fairgrounds, many didn’t
recognize her. Some who did

mispronounced her name. But as
the morning went on and more
protesters got glimpses of her, the
mood changed. They began shout-

ing thanks to her and encouraging
her to convince Cuomo, her boss,
to listen to their concerns.
— TeriWeaver

Cuomo’s lieutenant catches an earful

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul with a new friend on opening day of the 2015
New York State Fair. (David Lassman / dlassman@syracuse.com)

LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 8-0-0
EVENING: 7-7-5

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 6-0-7-0
EVENING: 4-1-5-1

LOTTO
15-17-25-33-34-37
BONUS: 36

PICK 10
7-12-21-22-26-29-30-37-39-40
42-49-52-55-56-60-68-72-75-78

OTHER LOTTERIES
There was one winner in Friday’s
Take Five drawing. The winning
ticket, sold in Scotia, brought a
$72,372.50 prize.

POWER BALL
18-21-25-28-29
POWERBALL: 16
POWER PLAY: 2

TAKE FIVE
2-5-12-32-33

16 Years Ago: On
Monday, Aug. 30, 1999
President Bill Clinton, his
wife, Hillary, and their
daughter, Chelsea, land-
ed in Syracuse aboard
Air Force One for a five-
day vacation in Central
New York. The Clintons
began with a visit to the
state fair, then headed
to Skaneateles. On
Tuesday, the president
played golf at Bellevue
Country Club. Wednesday
was a motorcade visit
to Auburn, Seneca Falls,
and Waterloo. Thursday
was another golf day for
the president at Lafayette
Golf and Country Club
while Hillary and Chelsea
cruised Skaneateles Lake.
That evening the Clintons

attended a fund-raiser
for Hillary Clinton’s still-
unofficial run for the U.S.
Senate. The five days of
visits, motorcades and
handshaking came to an
end on Friday when the

Clintons left on Air Force
One. Bill Clinton was only
the third sitting U.S. presi-
dent to sleep over in the
area.

— Dan Connors for the OHA

President Bill Clinton at the state fair. (P-S photo)


