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COMMENTARYInside: Time to fix
the city’s sidewalk
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By JackieWarren-Moore
Guest columnist

At least three people who love
me advised me not to write this col-
umn. They told me “it was way too
personal.” It is personal and politi-
cal; everything personal is usually
in some way political. I’m talking
about being pro-choice and speak-
ing personally about how grate-
ful I am for the options Planned
Parenthood offers women at one of
the most difficult times in their lives.
It was in 1977 when I faced the

most difficult decision I had ever
made. I was a single mother of one,
working full time and barely keep-
ing our heads above water, when
I became pregnant. I prayed and
made my decision. I had an abor-
tion. I’m not saying this as a badge
of honor. I’m stating it as a matter
of sad fact. I’m grateful to the staff
at Planned Parenthood who offered
options and support throughout the
whole process. I thought about that
support recently as more attacks
are being launched at Planned
Parenthood.
When I was in seventh grade,

before the Supreme Court legalized
abortion, not one but two young
women I knew died as a result
of back-alley abortions. I’ll spare
you the horrid details that surfaced

after the fact. All I can tell you is
they were young, beautiful, giggly,
poor girls who got pregnant (not
by themselves, mind you) and then
were faced with one option alone.
They walked down that back alley
and never came back.
I spoke with Betty DeFazio,

director of community affairs
at Planned Parenthood. She has
worked there for 14 years and
knows firsthand the importance of
the work they do. She spoke about
the attacks on the Title X Family
Planning Program. At least 7,500
women in this area rely on that pro-
gram for birth control, breast and
cervical screenings, sexually trans-
mitted disease testing and treatment.
Unfortunately, some tend to link all
of Planned Parenthood’s services
together and cast guilt and shame
on the heads of women in need of
services.

I personally refuse to be ashamed
of any mistakes I’ve made and
actions I’ve taken to correct them.
I’ve learned from all of them and
“call it life.” I am comfortable talk-
ing about this because I have daugh-
ters and granddaughters and women
friends all over this nation. Millions
of my sisters know this story and all
its ramifications. I think it’s impor-
tant to speak about it and take action
to support each other and the pro-
grams and services we deserve.
Planned Parenthood and other

women’s services programs are in
jeopardy. I think it is our obliga-
tion to protect it. I want all options
open to women when they need it,
not just the one option that took the
girls I knew. May they rest in peace
— and may no other sister have to
take that walk. Call or write your
congressperson and let them know
how you feel.

PLANNED PARENTHOODWAS THERE FORME

By Simon Perez
Newhouse School

The shooting and killing
Wednesday of a TV news crew in
Roanoke sent shock waves through
the broadcasting community. We’re
a large but incestuous group, where
everyone used to work with — or
knows someone who used to work
with — someone else in the busi-
ness. After news of the tragedy
broke, TV reporters and videog-
raphers around the country filled
their social media feeds with posts
of sorrow, and, interestingly, with
posts of resignation: We feared this
was coming.
To be clear, the preliminary facts

lead one to believe the WDBJ
reporter and videographer were not
targeted because they worked in
television, but instead because they
were former co-workers. Which
means they could have worked at
a fast-food restaurant, a hospital, a
university, and the outcome would
have been the same.
Still, this is a wake-up call for

newsroom managers everywhere
to take another look at what their
crews confront in the field.
It’s getting more dangerous out

there for TV news crews. Over

the past 10-15 years, I’ve noticed
a change in how the public treats
reporters and videographers. It
used to be the person on the street
would shy away from the camera
and microphone, either out of
fear or awe or respect. No longer.

NEWSCREWS FACE
HOSTILITY ON THE JOB

A
vante Owens hadn’t
saved enough money
for the bus, so he
walked home last
Thursday after
football practice
at the Institute of
Technology, at
Syracuse Central. He

used West Street, the most direct
route, even though it cut down on
his options: It’s a busy street, with
a long stretch where pedestrians
hoping to cross from one side to
the other don’t have the benefit of a
stoplight.
Near Otisco Street, Avante

paused to contemplate the traffic
signals for a new crosswalk, set to
go into operation Monday. “Would
I use it, if you could cross without
cars coming?” Avante said.
“Yes!” he said, answering his

own question, with emphasis.
For as long as he remembers,

crossing in that area of West Street
has been an anxious, risky proposi-
tion. A half-century ago, engineers
and civic officials weren’t thinking
about 15-year-olds, walking home,
when they began the work that did
away with what had been a two-
lane street.
The state built West Street in the

early 1960s, at a cost of almost $3
million. According to records at the
Onondaga Historical Association,
more than 110 buildings were
knocked down to create the West
Street arterial, six lanes of traf-
fic from Herald Place to West
Onondaga Street, an arterial at
the core of an expansive highway
dream:
West Street would become one

leg in a downtown “Inner Loop”
for motorists, joined by Adams
Street, Interstate 81 and Interstate
690. The larger goal was allowing
motorists to jump onto West Street
and travel south to Seymour Street,
which would be widened into a
“connector,” leading toward a west-
ern highway that never happened
known as the Geddes Expressway.
You see a remnant of the plan in

exit ramps for Route 695 that seem
to end at West Genesee Street,
in Fairmount. If it had all come
together, they would have merged
into a stretch of highway sweeping
toward the farmland and housing
tracts of Onondaga, a highway
linked to I-81 and known generi-
cally as the “western bypass.”
It was supposed to include a link

that would run straight through
Syracuse, a connector that would

have leveled
a swath of
city fabric.
But the con-
struction of
West Street
— and the
demolition
and distress
that went
with it —
was the beginning of a civic lesson
best summarized by one word:
Stop!
“It’s hard to imagine how much

damage could have been done
if they continued,” said Andrew
Maxwell, director of policy and
innovation for Syracuse Mayor
Stephanie Miner. By the late 1960s,
residents of the Near West Side
were protesting state plans to make
the heart of their neighborhood a
cut-through for a highway. They
won the support of a common
councilor named Lee Alexander,
the future mayor, who in 1967 said:
“When it comes to highways, the

state regards cars before people.”
That opposition, coupled with

changing realities, caused the
project to fade away. “The need

WEST
STREET
WISE

AREDESIGNED ARTERIAL
REVERSES THE PHILOSOPHY
OF ‘CARS BEFORE PEOPLE’

Avante Owens, walking home from football practice, crosses West Street, a former two-lane street that in the 1960s was turned
into a six-lane arterial. Fifty years later, the streetscape is being made more friendly for walkers. (Sean Kirst / skirst@syracuse.com)

WDBJ-TV7 news morning anchor
Kimberly McBroom, left, hugs
meteorologist Leo Hirsbrunner
after their newscast. Reporter
Alison Parker and cameraman
AdamWard were killed during a
live broadcast Wednesday. (AP Photo
/ Steve Helber)

SEAN KIRST
skirst@syracuse.com
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just never emerged as they
thought it would,” said James
D’Agostino, director of
the Syracuse Metropolitan
Transportation Council. “At
the time we were on a growth
curve, and no one could ever
see it stopping, and it did.”

West Street became a
reminder, a six-lane memo-
rial to that massive highway
dream. “What they did with
it is the same thing they did
with Interstate 81,” said Pete
O’Connor, director of public
works for the city. “They sepa-
rated a neighborhood from
downtown.”

O’Connor grew up in the
James Geddes apartments,
on the Near West Side. He
remembers, from his child-
hood, how easy it was to cross
the old West Street and reach
the shops and theaters at the
heart of the city. That changed
with the construction of the
arterial. It wasn’t until a few
years ago that city officials
began working with the state
in an attempt to knit the street
back into the neighborhood it
borders.

Maarten Jacobs, director of
the Near West Side Initiative,
recalled a key moment in the
effort: The state held a public
forum in 2013 about Interstate
81, at Fowler High School.
The initiative rallied dozens of
neighbors. They stood up, one
by one, to vent their frustra-
tions about West Street.

Spurred by similar con-
cerns, Maxwell and O’Connor
said the city contacted state
transportation officials about
rethinking West Street: They
wanted bicycle paths, on-street
parking, fewer lanes. The
state, conscious of handling
heavy traffic, was initially
reluctant, Maxwell said.

So O’Connor said he wrote
a letter to Carl Ford, regional
state transportation direc-
tor. Before the coming of the
interstates, O’Connor wrote,
the city — not the state —
controlled West Street.

Maybe, O’Connor wrote, it

was time for the state to give
it back.

While that didn’t happen,
the dynamic began to change.
“Carl’s been awesome, phe-
nomenal about all this,” Jacobs
said. Engineers from the city
and the state listened to people
who live nearby. The result,
Maxwell said, was a collab-
orative $1.2 million project
that shifted the entire concept
of West Street:

There’s a new bike path
along the old service road.
The arterial has gone from six
lanes to four in many areas,
and it now offers on-street
parking. For the first time,
there’s a sidewalk on the west-
ern stretch of West Street, near
downtown, and there’s talk of
eventually using the eastern
edge as a pedestrian link for
the Onondaga CreekWalk.

There is also a new fence on
the median, both for decora-
tive purposes and to discour-
age people on foot from trying
to cross at dangerous points.
How much risk do they face?
Motorists driving too fast have
already slammed into that
fence and damaged it three
times, O’Connor said.

Monday will offer the most
powerful symbol of change:
The state will unveil its new
crosswalk near downtown,
with a signal that turns red,
stopping traffic, when pedes-
trians press a button. That
means the elderly, or parents
with little children, or people
using wheelchairs will no lon-
ger need to travel all the way
to West Fayette Street to find a
safe way to cross West Street.

The crosswalk, too, involved
compromise. With the old
traffic patterns, Maxwell said,
state engineers worried about
whether it would be safe for
pedestrians to cross, even with
a light. State transportation
officials, who weren’t avail-
able for comment last week,
were reassured once the city
agreed to close off a nearby
section of Marcellus Street,
thus eliminating another
source of traffic.

“It’s an amazing effort, in

so many ways,” said Marilyn
Higgins, a Syracuse University
vice president for community
engagement and one of the
founders of the Near West
Side Initiative. The neighbor-
hood was so appreciative, she
said, that it gave Ford, the
state’s regional transportation
director, a community “risk
taker” award last summer.

Higgins and Jacobs said
there’ll be a community cele-
bration at the crosswalk, in the
near future, that will include
a marching band that will be
able to march safely across the
street.

Rick Destito, a developer
whose family lives on the
Near West Side, called the
crosswalk a symbol of a turn-
around in civic philosophy: If
you look at newspaper clip-
pings from the late 1950s and
early 1960s, when the arterial
was built, no one was thinking
about what it meant for people
on foot.

In 1960, Mayor Anthony
Henninger said new express-
ways would be the “blood-
stream” of a revived down-
town. The city’s 1959 general
plan spoke of the primacy of
“rubber-wheeled vehicles.”
The idea was creating loops of
highway, both around down-
town and the entire metropoli-
tan area. West Street would be
the launching pad, a template,
at the heart of all of it.

The arterial, completed in
July 1964, turned into some-
thing else.

“It feels like a wall,” Destito
said. “There are a lot of things
about a city you don’t notice
until you try and walk around
with little kids in strollers.”

The new crosswalk, he said,
is a small project that makes a
sweeping statement on where
we’re going, in Syracuse:

“Rubber-wheeled vehicles”
will stop, so human beings can
cross the street.

Sean Kirst is a columnist with
The Post-Standard. Email him at
skirst@syracuse.com or write to him
in care of The Post-Standard, 220
S.Warren St., Syracuse 13202.

Crosswalk signals change
in philosophy on streets
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Reporters and videographers
are now routinely subjected
to insults, demands to turn off
the camera, attempts to inter-
fere with reporting and even
violence. It’s gotten so bad
in some markets, depending
on the assignment location,
news crews are required to
be accompanied by an armed
guard. This May in Oakland,
the guard had to draw his
weapon to interrupt an attempt
to steal a news vehicle — with
the reporter still inside!

This is not to say TV news
should be insulated from the
public. More transparency
about how we do what we do
would lead to a greater under-
standing of the craft and the
demands it puts on its practi-
tioners. Respect is a two-way
street.

Nevertheless, while this
issue is on everyone’s mind,
newsroom managers should
review the policies that govern
how news crews are to act in
the field. When is it OK for
a reporter or videographer

to say, “I’m not safe.” What
should the reaction be from
the newsroom? Is a producer
prepared to overhaul an entire
newscast at the last minute
because the field crew says it
fears for its safety? How are
younger reporters, who are
less experienced and, perhaps,
more willing to take risks,
taught when it’s OK to aban-
don an assignment? What are
the signs a crew should look
for in the field that signal dan-
ger is just around the corner?

This becomes even more
critical for multimedia jour-
nalists who must shoot, edit,
report and conduct their live
shots all by themselves. They
work alone. Is sending one
person to the aftermath of the
gang shootout to be live at 11
p.m. really a good idea? The
police are long gone. The jour-
nalist is standing there illumi-
nated for all to see. Is it time
for TV stations to send an
extra person to every live shot
as an extra set of eyes — just
to be safe?

At the Newhouse School,

we tell our students they
should never risk their safety
to get a story. But that’s not
enough. Every semester
professors advise students —
story by story — on the poten-
tially dangerous scenarios they
might encounter and should
avoid. The hope is they’ll take
that training into their careers.
But the pressures those young
reporters feel in their first jobs
to succeed, to be dependable,
to get the big story all make
it more likely they’ll take a
chance that’s not worth taking.

As we saw in Roanoke,
news crews are so focused
on their jobs, they can be
unaware of what’s going
on around them. They need
advice and continued support
from the newsroom to make
sure they come home safely at
the end of the day.

Simon Perez is an assistant pro-
fessor of broadcast and digital
journalism at Syracuse University’s
S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications. He continues to
work as a television reporter during
the summer.

Journalists face on-the-job dangers
beyond the disgruntled co-worker
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Pedestrians for years have had to cross six lanes of West Street. (Post Standard file photo, 2011)


