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Meet Harriette Thompson: At age 92,
she is the oldest woman in the world to
finish a marathon.
In May, she finished the San Diego

Rock ’n’ Roll Marathon in 7 hours, 24
minutes and 36 seconds. It was her 16th
journey through 26.2 miles to the finish
line. Since then, she has been invited to
throw out the first pitch at baseball games
and shoot the starting gun at other races.
Thompson returned to Syracuse

University, her alma mater, Friday to
receive the Melvin Eggers Senior Alumni
Award. Her best marathon advice: Think
positively.
“When you’re out there, never let your-

self think you can’t do it,” she said. “Just keep say-
ing, ‘Oh, this is easy.’ Think of that in your mind.”
Thompson studied piano at Syracuse University

and graduated in 1947.
Two hours later, she married C. Sydnor Thompson

Jr. in Hendricks Chapel. They were eager to live
together, even though her mother said, “Your father
is going to peel you.”
She lost her husband to cancer in January. She said

she has lost many family members to the disease and
is a survivor herself.
Thompson, who lives in Charlotte, N.C., started

running marathons at age 76 to raise money for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. She is a member of
Team in Training, which has members in Syracuse
and all over the country. Thompson has raised more
than $100,000.
—Michelle Breidenbach

Time is running out to apply for
an absentee ballot for the Nov.
3 elections. Here’s who quali-
fies:

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

■ Members of the military and their dependents.

■ Voters who are out of the county.

■ Voters who are ill.

■ Voters who are permanently disabled.

■ Voters who are unable to vote in person due to reli-
gious scruples.

■ Voters who have duties for the board of elections.

■ Voters who are victims of domestic violence.

If you can’t vote in person Nov. 3, here is how to get
an absentee ballot:

■ You have to apply.

■ Find an application on the Onondaga County Board
of Elections website at ongov.net/elections.

■ Fill it out and postmark it by Oct. 27 or drop it off in
person by 5 p.m. Nov. 2.

You can find the Onondaga County Board of Elections
in Syracuse at 1000 Erie Blvd. W. Contact the board at
435-3312.

The office will stay open late and add Saturday hours
on the remaining dates:

Monday, Oct. 26: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 27: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 31: 9 a.m. to noon
Monday, Nov. 2: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

DO YOU QUALIFY?

The New York Stock Market crash

LOCAL HISTORY

“Thishorrible
event inNew
Hartfordhashit
usall veryhard,
thinkinga
churchwould
dosuch things.”
— THE REV. RANDY CZYZ,
SENIOR PASTOR AT WORD OF LIFE ASSEMBLY
OF GOD, BALDWINSVILLE, WHICH IS
UNRELATED TO THE WORD OF LIFE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN NEW HARTFORD,
SCENE OF A DEADLY BEATING
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IMAGES OF CNY See more photos on syracuse.com/photos

Each week, the Onondaga Historical Association looks back at important events:

Take a look back at this week in history with photos from Central
New York and around the world at syracuse.com/photos.

News: By email: citynews@syracuse.com Phone: 315-470-2265
Twitter: @syracusedotcom

Customer service: Go to syracuse.com/psplus, or Phone: 315-470-NEWS
(6397) (M-F 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.)
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BY THE NUMBERS

Advertising: To place a Classified ad, go to syracuse.com/
placead or call 315-470-0032
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2
Degrees warmer than normal
expected for the month of
November, on average.

36.8
The normal low in Syracuse
on Nov. 1; by Nov. 30, it’s 28.2
degrees.

54.2
The normal high on Nov. 1,
dropping to 42.2 by the end of

the month.

9
Inches of snow that fell in
Mexico and Parish a week ago,

in spite of the meteorologists.

Source: Glenn Coin

It looks like November is going to be warmer
than usual thanks to El Niño, according to
AccuWeather.com.
Meteorologist Tom Kines said November tem-

peratures in Central New York will likely be 1.5 to 2
degrees above normal.
“Two degrees doesn’t sound like a big deal, but

that’s something that most people are going to
notice over the course of a month,” Kines said. “It
means a delayed start to winter.”
Two degrees above normal is especially signifi-

cant in a month like November, where the normal
lows hover around freezing. Those 2 degrees can
mean the difference between snow or rain.
AccuWeather and other meteorologists are

predicting a warmer-than-average winter in the
Northeast. That’s due to this year’s particularly
strong El Niño, the abnormal warming of waters in
the East Pacific that can affect U.S. weather.
Don’t plan on Thanksgiving dinner on the deck

yet, though. Kines cautioned that an above-aver-
age month doesn’t mean that every day in that
month will be warmer than normal.
— Glenn Coin

El Niñovember

1. In the Northeastern United States, the only place
that gets more snow than Tug Hill is:

� a. Mt. Equinox, Vt.
� b. Mt. Washington, N.H.
� c. Mt. Weather, Va.
� d. Whiteface Mountain, N.Y.

2. Explorers of Lake Ontario have found a ship that
wrecked in 1862 named:

� a. The Empire State
� b. The Bay State
� c. The Gordon Lightfoot
� d. The Pequod

3. When “Back to the Future Day” rolled around on
Oct. 21, Lockheed Martin employee Carl Newman
could celebrate in his DeLorean. But his wife calls
the futuristic stainless-steel gull-wing vehicle:

� a. The Tardis
� b. The Tuna Can
� c. The Tumbler
� d. The Mystery Machine

LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 6-5-4
EVENING: 5-1-4

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 2-6-0-0
EVENING: 8-6-2-3

LOTTO
1-9-45-51-55-57
BONUS: 31

PICK 10
1-2-16-19-21-35-39-41-47-48-50
53-55-59-63-67-68-76-78-79

OTHER LOTTERIES
One second-place ticket in
Wednesday's Lotto won $76,620. The
ticket was sold in Schenectady. Two
top tickets in Friday's Take Five each
won $39,577.50. The tickets were
sold in Floral Park and the Bronx.

POWER BALL
20-31-56-60-64
POWERBALL: 2
POWER PLAY: 3

TAKE FIVE
4-22-26-28-31

86 years ago: On Oct. 29, 1929, the New York
Stock Market crashed, becoming one of the fac-
tors that would lead to the Great Depression. On
the day known as Black Tuesday, over 16 million
stocks were traded, and billions of dollars were
lost. Over-speculation was one of the causes
of the collapse. Many banks were also guilty of
speculating in the stock market with their deposi-
tors’ money. When people heard that banks didn’t
have enough funds to cover all the deposits, they
rushed to withdraw their money. This caused a run
on the banks and forced many to close. A federal
bank holiday shortly after Franklin Roosevelt took
office in 1933 helped restore confidence in the
banking system and was a step in the right direc-
tion on the long road to economic recovery.

— Dan Connors for the OHA

Merchants’ National Bank and Trust Co. was one
of the Syracuse banks that closed in 1933 for the
bank holiday but soon reopened.
(Image courtesy of OHA)

Harriette Thompson, 92, plays the piano Friday at Crouse
College, on the same stage where she played her senior
concert. (Michelle Breidenbach / mbreidenbach@syracuse.com)
■ See a video at syracuse.com/videos.

Harriett Thompson,
world’s oldest female
marathon finisher

(Scott Schild / sschild@syracuse.com)

With talk of lake effect and wintry mix in the air, it's nice to be reminded how beautiful Syracuse can be. This rainbow over the
Institute of Technology at Syracuse Central on Oct. 16 should do the trick.

SAVING DAYLIGHT: It’s almost time to turn your clock backs an hour. Daylight saving time officially ends at 2 a.m.
next Sunday. It used to end in late October, but Congress in 2007 moved it back to the first Sunday of November. (It be-

gins the second Sunday in March.) States and territories can opt out. Those that don’t practice DST are Arizona, Hawaii,

Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and American Samoa.

THE WEATHER IS SOMETIMES BEAUTIFUL


