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By ElizabethDoran
edoran@syracuse.com

More than a century ago, the
Erie Canal welcomed travelers to
Syracuse.
Today, the historic pathway — now

Erie Boulevard — is anything but
welcoming.
The commercial six-lane thorough-

fare is jammed with strip centers,
stores, gas stations and restaurants.
It’s not a place where people go to
walk, jog, or bike and it’s certainly
not known for its attractiveness.
Planners want to change that, and

they are running a contest to engage
the public and experts in submitting
their ideas.
The idea is to solicit proposals for

transforming the four-mile section
of Erie Boulevard that runs through
DeWitt and Syracuse into a revital-
ized, reborn corridor that people want
to use and appreciate. At the same
time, the improvements would honor
the historical importance of the Erie
Canal in Syracuse and DeWitt.
The contest, launched Wednesday,

seeks proposals, including out-of-the-
box ideas, for revitalizing that stretch
of the boulevard.
Planners agree that the four-mile

section has the most potential, but
also is the most challenging.
The winner, or winning team, gets

$3,000. The contest is open to any-
one, but the town of DeWitt and city
of Syracuse are looking for proposals
from residents, designers, architects,
ecologists, students and experts from
around the world.
“Elevating Erie” also will address

how to connect the Erie Canalway
Trail from DeWitt, where it ends at
Butternut Drive, through the city and
eventually into Camillus, where the
trail continues.
The statewide canal trail system is

cut off in the 14-mile gap between
DeWitt and Camillus — and planners
would like to change that and some-
how connect the trail through DeWitt
and Syracuse.
The competition is funded with

$125,000 from the state Department
of State.
“We’re looking for ideas on how to

make the Erie Canal corridor a place
people want to go while remember-
ing its importance as a historical cor-
ridor,’’ said Sam Gordon, director of
planning and zoning in DeWitt.
It could be anything from pedestri-

an walkways to bike paths, sidewalks,
green space, bus lanes, and maybe
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Unless his appeal of NCAA sanctions succeeds, Syracuse
basketball coach Jim Boeheim will have to stay out of the
picture for nine games this season. That means he can’t
go to his office and can’t talk to players or coaches. On
Wednesday, at ACC media day, Boeheim said he didn’t
know how he would spend the time. “I mean, my wife
doesn’t want me to be home for 25 straight days, I guaran-
tee you that. So that’s not going to work at all.’’ He ruled out
playing golf in Florida. “I’m playing golf and somebody takes
a picture of me. My team’s getting beat by 20 and I’m play-
ing golf in Florida. I don’t think that sells well.’’ B-1

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY SPORTS

So what will Jim Boeheim do during
his NCAA suspension? He’s not sure
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Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim was in a playful mood
Wednesday during the Atlantic Coast Conference
basketball media day in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo / Chuck Burton)

A view of the Erie Canal looking east from the Syracuse
Savings Bank building in downtown Syracuse.1878

1960s

2015

By the mid-20th century, Erie Boulevard had became a
major traffic artery delivering cars to ShoppingTown.

Today, Erie Boulevard is a car-friendly six-lane thoroughfare.

INSIDE
■ POLL: Reporters who cover ACC basketball predict the
Orange will finish ninth out of 15 teams. B-1

■ ASK MIKE: Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski says Boeheim’s
suspension “is a cruel interpretation of punishment.’’ B-3

■ FOOTBALL: SU’s Julian Whigham thought he might
be dying after an injury two years ago at Florida State. On
Saturday, he returns to FSU and says he’s not afraid. B-5

Celebrity businessman Donald Trump was again center
stage at the third GOP debate of the 2016 campaign, but for
the first time, the billionaire seemed reduced to the role of a
supporting cast member.
An early rumble between former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush and

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio showed they were willing to fight for
the spotlight. Retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson, the leader in
some recent preference polls, stuck to his soft-spoken style,
while Texas Sen. Ted Cruz had some highlight moments —
especially early on. A-14

GOP DEBATE

Trump more of a supporting player
in debate focused on economic policy
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INSIDE
■ COMMON COUNCIL: Candidates in the 2nd and 3rd
districts answer questions about cops, sidewalks and the
computer controversy. A-8

■ AUBURN, OSWEGO: Residents have a choice to elect a
new mayor, or stay with the incumbent. A-9

■ COUNTY LEGISLATURE: There are eight contested
races; learn more about the 9th and 14th districts. A-10

Onondaga Historical Association

Ben Carson, right, watches as Donald Trump speaks
Wednesday during the Republican presidential debate at the
University of Colorado in Boulder. (AP Photo / Mark J. Terrill)
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ByMichelle Breidenbach
mbreidenbach@syracuse.com

There is a rematch in the
race for the 9th Onondaga
County Legislature district.
Incumbent Democrat

Peggy Chase, of 440
Ridgewood Drive, Syracuse,
faces a challenge from
Republican Bob Andrews,
of 260 S. Edwards Ave.,
Syracuse.
Chase, a registered nurse,

won the seat in 2013 against
Andrews, who was holding
the office at the time.
The vote was close in

2013. Chase won with 1,438
votes to Andrews’ 1,261.
In 2013, Andrews was

appointed by Onondaga
County Executive Joanie
Mahoney to finish a term left
vacant by the departure of
long-time Democrat Mark
Stanczyk, who took a job in
Mahoney’s administration.
Andrews is director of

marketing and business
development for Alternatives
Industry, an enterprise of the
Madison Cortland ARC.
Enrollment in the 9th

District heavily favors
Democrats. Forty-seven
percent (6,232) of regis-
tered voters are Democrats
and 18 percent (2,434) are
Republicans. Twenty-six per-
cent (3,436) are not enrolled
in a political party.
The district covers parts of

Eastwood and the University
neighborhood in Syracuse.
Election Day is Tuesday.

Contact Michelle Breidenbach at
470-3186 or by email.

Deja vu:
Chase vs. Andrews

ByMichelle Breidenbach
mbreidenbach@syracuse.com

Republican Onondaga
County Legislator Casey
Jordan, of 8133 Rizzo
Drive, Clay, faces a chal-
lenge this year from Kevin
Tees, of 5100 Coffee Tree
Lane, North Syracuse.
Jordan, an attorney, was

first elected in 2006.
Tees is an auto claims

adjuster at Hanover
Insurance.
The 14th District covers

part of the town of Clay.
Political party enroll-

ment in the district is
almost evenly split. Thirty-
two percent (5,325) are
Republicans, 31 percent
(5,283) are Democrats and
27 percent (4,534) are not
enrolled in a party.

Jordan vs. Tees in an
evenly split district

ONONDAGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE
9TH DISTRICT

ONONDAGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE
14TH DISTRICT

Republican Bob Andrews is challenging Onondaga County
Legislator Peggy Chase, a Democrat, for the 9th District
seat.

Democrat Kevin Tees, left, is challenging Republican
Onondaga County Legislator Casey Jordan for the 14th
District seat.

There are eight contested
races for Onondaga Coun-
ty Legislature. The current
Legislature has 17 mem-
bers — 13 Republicans and
four Democrats. Legisla-
tors serve two-year terms.
They are paid a base salary
of $25,591 in addition to
health benefits and full-
time pension credits for the
part-time job.

Here are the races:

3rd District: Incumbent
Republican Legislator Tim
Burtis vs. Democrat Ed
Szczesniak.

4th District: Incumbent
Republican Legislator Judy
Tassone vs. Democrat
Patrick Foster.

5th District: Incumbent
Republican Legislator
Kathleen Rapp vs. Democrat

Bryan Seamans.

6th District: Incumbent
Republican Legislator Mike
Plochocki vs. Democrat
Susan Scheuerman.

7th District: Incumbent
Republican Legislator Danny
Liedka vs. Democrat Lorene
Dadey.

9th District: Incumbent
Democratic Legislator Peggy
Chase vs. Republican Bob
Andrews.

14th District: Incumbent
Republican Legislator Casey
Jordan vs. Democrat Kevin
Tees.

15th District: Incumbent
Republican Legislature
Chairman Ryan McMahon
vs. Democrat Tim Rudd.

— Michelle Breidenbach

ONONDAGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE RACES

even reopening the canal,
Gordon said.
Syracuse Mayor Stephanie

Miner said the canal was the
critical piece of infrastruc-
ture that promoted the city’s
growth, and it’s important to
rehabilitate this key historical
corridor.
The competition will focus

on four sites:
3 Boulevard:A four-mile

stretch from DeWitt to
Syracuse.
3 Block:A one-block area

located between Teall Avenue
and Peat Street in Syracuse;
3 Branch: The intersection

of Erie Boulevard East and
Towpath Road, location of
a former widewaters for the
canal; and
3 Bridge: The site connect-

ing the Old Erie Canal State
Historic Park over Interstate
481 to Towpath Road.

The contest also is looking
for ideas on how to make the
corridor “ecologically produc-
tive” by using green space,
landscaping, trees and more,
Gordon said.
Finalists will be highlighted

in a spring 2016 exhibition
at the Erie Canal museum.
Along with the overall winner,
there will be three individual
category winners, who will get
an iPad Pro.
Robin Dropkin, executive

director of Parks & Trails New
York, said people should think
big in submitting ideas to
“create a vibrant recreational
and transit corridor along Erie
Boulevard.”
Work on the Erie Canal

began in 1817 and was com-
pleted in 1825 as the “engi-
neering marvel’ of the 19th
century.
It was filled in and convert-

ed to Erie Boulevard in 1925.

Erie canalway corridor in line for an upgrade
ERIE, FROM PAGE A-1

One goal of a revamped Erie Boulevard would be to help link the canalway trails that are disconnected for 14 miles from DeWitt
to Camillus. (Post-Standard archives)

� BRIGHT IDEA: So they want to take one of our busiest com-
mercial strips, which has been designed for ease of access by
automobile and mix in bikers and pedestrians? Brilliant.
— FirmButFair

� BIKES AND FEET: Add sidewalks and a bike lane to both sides
and it would be a great improvement — not that expensive and
would make it much more accessible for those who don’t drive.
It is not easy to travel on foot from one plaza to another.
— BlueFan

� NO NEED: What is it with the “planners” that they can’t help
but find new ways to spend tax payer money. This is just but
one example of ways that we are over taxed. Erie Boulevard
does not need an overhaul.
— christoff9

� THREE IDEAS: Traffic light synchronization. Pot hole repair.
Enforce the no litter policy, no cigarette butts on the road.
— doc105

A sample of comments from syracuse.com:

ByMarkWeiner
mweiner@syracuse.com

The U.S. Transportation
Security Administration
will open its first PreCheck
enrollment center in Syracuse
on Tuesday, offering airline
travelers a chance to apply
for expedited security clear-
ance.
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer

said Wednesday the new
enrollment center will open
its doors on the first level
of Terminal A at Syracuse
Hancock International
Airport.
Schumer, D-N.Y., had

asked the TSA since March
to open the enrollment center
in Syracuse, which had been
the only large city in New
York without one.
Previously, the only option

for Central NewYork trav-
elers was to visit a TSA
PreCheck enrollment center
in Oswego, about 40 miles
north of Syracuse, which

offered only part-time office
hours.
Low-risk travelers must

appear in person at one of
the enrollment centers to
qualify for the TSA PreCheck
program. Each applicant is
fingerprinted and asked to
supply proof of citizenship.
Once accepted into the

program, airline travelers
are permitted to use desig-
nated lanes at airport security
checkpoints without remov-
ing their shoes, or removing
laptop computers or liquids
and gels from carry-on bags.
“This soon-to-be-open

center will mean Syracuse
travelers no longer have
to travel 40 minutes out of
the way to register and can
instead experience a more
convenient travel experience
with reduced wait times,”
Schumer said Wednesday.

Contact MarkWeiner at 571-970-
3751 or by email.

TSA ready to open
PreCheck center
at Syracuse airport

By SamanthaHouse
shouse@syracuse.com

A ceremony will be held
this week to remember a
slain Syracuse officer on the
25th anniversary of his death.
Investigator Wallie Howard

Jr. was working undercover
on Oct. 30, 1990, when he
was ambushed by drug deal-
ers near a grocery store on
South Salina Street. Howard,
31, died after Robert “Bam
Bam” Lawrence shot him in
the head.

Howard was survived by
two children.
The Syracuse Police

Department will mark the
anniversary of Howard’s
death on Friday. The cer-
emony will start at 2 p.m. at
Forman Park, located at East
Genesee and Almond streets.
The community is invited

to attend the ceremony. It
is part of Law Enforcement
Appreciation Week in
Syracuse.

City police ceremony to mark
25th anniversary of
Wallie Howard Jr.’s death
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Big Trends for
Black Friday with
Kevin Tampone

Business reporter Kevin Tampone will offer a look at re-
gional retail news and the big trends for Black Friday 2015,
including Thanksgiving store hours and the associated
backlash and why Black Fridaymight not be the best day
to shop anymore
FREE for ps.plus gold members. $5 for non-members.
To register, go to syracuse.com/psplus
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