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BUY BACK
FITZPATRICK

COMMENTARY

HOT TOPIC | Entergy’s plan to close Oswego County nuclear plant

Letters and
comments
The Readers’ Page carries
selected signed letters submit-
ted to syracuse.com/opinion.
Letters should be 250 words or
less. Include your name, address
and phone number. Longer let-
ters, up to 600 words, will be
considered if they show exper-
tise. Email your letter to letters@
syracuse.com with “Letter” in
the subject box or mail it to The
Readers’ Page, 220 S. Warren
St., Syracuse NY 13202.

Anything you send us becomes the property
of the Syracuse Media Group, publishers of
The Post-Standard. It will not be returned.
Such submissions, to name just a few
examples, may be a letter to the editor, a
comment posted on syracuse.com, a car-
toon, a picture, a poem and the like. Any
such material may be excerpted, edited for
length or content, and may be published or
used in any other way, for example, in the
Neighbors section or on syracuse.com.

To the Editor:
Over the past five months,

the Onondaga Historical
Association has displayed a
special exhibit featuring images
and artifacts from the former
Hotel Syracuse.
Historic images came from

the photographic files in the
OHA’s permanent collection
ranging from a 1923 view of
construction to the 1948 interior
of the famous Rainbow Lounge,
along with historic scenes of
the Cavalier Room, the Persian
Terrace and other locations.
The exhibit also featured more
recent images taken this past
year by professional photogra-
pher Bruce Harvey that reveal
the hotel’s “irreplaceable maj-
esty,” as OHA described it.
The exhibit was free and

open to the public, and we were
humbled to see it extended
due to the interest it garnered.
It was made possible through
the sponsorship of Holmes,
King, Kallquist Architects;
the Klepper, Hahn & Hyatt
engineering firm; Hayner Hoyt
Corp.; and IPD Engineering,
all of Central NewYork, and
MLGArchitects of NewYork
City.
The exhibit closed Oct. 25,

but the artifacts are not gone
from the public’s view. Through
an ongoing partnership between
the hotel and the OHA, all of
the room art will be provided
by OHA, including prints of
historic local photography and
artwork from their collection.
We will have OHA’s art in our
lobby, conference room and
other areas throughout the hotel.
OHA will also be assisting in
our museum room and selling
hotel- and city-related items in
our gift shop.
All of us involved in the

project/renovation are deeply
appreciative of the formal
collections and displays of
memories, such as the exhibit
at OHA as well as the stories,
photos, artifacts and other
memories that the community
has shared with us through the
HotelSyracuseRestoration.com
website.
The OHA has been a tremen-

dously valued partner from the
beginning of this historic hotel
redevelopment. The association
has helped to re-create many
components of the original
hotel ambiance and experience
and will continue to be a close
partner as part of the hotel’s
new life. For that, we are enthu-
siastic and thankful.
This project and this commu-

nity are close to my heart. I’m
looking forward to giving the
OHA another century of new
memories to share with future
generations.
———
ED RILEY
Marriott Syracuse Downtown

(Former Hotel Syracuse)

Thanks, OHA,
for sharing
Hotel Syracuse
memories

The last few words were
cut off an article published on
this page in Sunday’s Post-
Standard. The piece about
desegregating schools was
written by Syracuse University
professor George Theoharis for
The Washington Post. Here is
the ending:
No matter how much we

seek to improve the back of
the education bus, it will always
be the back.

Correction

John T. Sullivan Jr. is the former chair-
man of the New York state Democratic
Party and a former Oswego mayor. He
lives in Saratoga Springs.

By John T. Sullivan Jr.
ames A.
FitzPatrick was a
Plattsburgh attor-
ney who became
chairman of the
NewYork Power
Authority. The
Oswego County
nuclear plant
is named in his

honor, and was built in the 1970s to
help diversify NewYork’s energy-gen-
erating capacity and to provide lower-
cost power than commercial genera-
tors. It could do that, in part, because
it is a state authority and pledged to
operate in the public interest, and profit
is not its only bottom line. Progress is
as important as profit when you are a
public authority.
The FitzPatrick plant was sold in

2000 to a for-profit New Orleans-
based energy company called Entergy.
George Pataki was then governor, and
it was his appointed board that negoti-
ated the sale, pledging that Entergy
would continue to honor NYPA’s con-
tracts with municipalities and, among
others, the NewYork City subway sys-
tem, with low-cost FitzPatrick power. It
turns out that sale was a mistake.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s NYPA needs

to buy back the plant, keep it open
and find ways of distributing its power
to parts of the state where it is still
cheaper than locally produced power
and desperately needed.
When temperatures soar in the sum-

mer, NewYork’s grid system strains

to keep the lights on. Shutting down
a safe, reliable, non-carbon-polluting
source whose product is or could be
competitively priced in the more dense-
ly populated urban areas of NewYork
would be a huge mistake. Keeping
NewYork energy self-sufficient, with
reliable and reasonably priced power,
is a job for which the NewYork Power
Authority was created. We must not let
it abandon ship. We need to hold the
authority accountable and make it do
the right thing: Buy FitzPatrick back.
NYPA also should be leading the

charge to fix NewYork’s power grid
system. We need to remove bottlenecks
so that nuclear and other power gener-
ated in the more sparsely populated
areas, which are welcoming to the
nuclear industry, can make its way to
the urban population centers. They
need the power, but don’t want to live
near the risk of unachievable mass pop-
ulation exodus that might be necessary
in a calamity. That risk is minimal, but
it is still real. There is a 1 in 163,000
chance of the plant being affected by
an earthquake. I am willing to accept
that risk and so are most other Central

NewYorkers, for the concomitant ben-
efit. The plant should remain open.
James A. Fitzpatrick must be turn-

ing over in his grave given the fate
of his namesake. It is being forsaken
by a Southern state-oriented utility
conglomerate whose only concern is
shareholder profit. It doesn’t have to be
this way. NewYork still needs power.
Nuclear power has proved to be safe
and reliable for over 40 years. It needs
to remain in the mix as we migrate to
greener, non-fossil-fueled energy.
Entergy’s website states:
“Generating electricity with nuclear

energy prevents the emission of pol-
lutants like sulfur dioxide (SO2) and
nitrogen oxides (NOx) and greenhouse
gases like carbon dioxide (CO2) asso-
ciated with burning fossil fuels.
During 2013, environmental emis-

sions avoided due to nuclear power
plant operation in NewYork state
included tons of sulfur dioxide, 14,000
tons of nitrogen oxide and 22 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide.
Emissions of SO2 lead to the for-

mation of acid rain. NOx is a key
precursor of both ground-level ozone
and smog. Greenhouse gases like CO2
contribute to global warming.”
NewYork state and Oswego County

need the 600 good-paying jobs and the
positive $70 million-plus impact of the
FitzPatrick plant on the local and state
economy. NewYork state can fix this,
and the solution is for NYPA to stand
up, be counted and buy back the plant.
Nothing more and nothing less.
According to its website, “NYPA’s

primary mission has always been to
allocate low-cost, reliable power to
invigorate the state’s economy.”
Enough said. Time for action. Buy it

back, NYPA. Fix the problem.

To the Editor:
My heart goes out to the

workforce at the FitzPatrick
nuclear power plant and their
families, but the closing of the
plant was entirely predictable.
It was no secret that the

engineers who designed the
facility posited a 40-year life
span right from the time of
its commissioning. That time
frame should have given union
leaders and local and state
governments, an excellent
opportunity for long-range
planning to manage and miti-
gate the effects of the eventual
loss of the facility.
While all contingencies

can never be covered, such an
effort would have been worth-
while. It appears that it was
never undertaken, leading to
a sense of growing panic and
a looming economic crisis in
Oswego County.
———
JAMES SEYBERT
Canastota

Plant closing
no surprise

J To the Editor:
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s

reaction to the announce-
ment about the FitzPatrick
plant closing is laughable.
He is the one person who
could save the plant. Instead
he’s pointing fingers.
If he treated the carbon-

free power produced by our
neighbors at FitzPatrick like
he treats wind and solar, the
plant would remain open.
The costs would be no more
than we pay for renewable
energy.
His own energy plan,

“Reforming the Energy
Vision,” calls for a 40 per-
cent reduction in greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions. He
has directed his Public
Service Commissioners to
provide taxpayer and rate-
payer dollars to wind and
solar projects. These do little
to reduce GHG emissions
and produce very few long-
term jobs.
However, he refuses to

acknowledge the role of
nuclear power, which pro-
duces the majority of the
carbon-free power in the
state and provides thousands
of jobs.
Cuomo has been trying

to close the Indian Point
plants since he has been in
office, and now he refuses to
lift a finger for the Oswego
County plant.
The power needed to

replace FitzPatrick will not
come from wind and solar. It
will come by burning natu-
ral gas, producing tons of
GHG and other pollutants.
In addition, The loss of fuel
diversity will compound the
loss of jobs, taxes and other
benefits the plant brings.
When natural gas prices

return to normal levels,
FitzPatrick will not be there
to keep the electric rates in
check. The price we pay will
rise.
Cuomo wants to make

NewYork great again. We
have been No. 2 for too
long. Through his lack of
vision and lack of leader-
ship, we will be great. We
will finally pass Hawaii and
pay the highest electric rates
in the nation.
———
DAN RUDDY
Oswego

Cuomo’s energy
plan should
include nuclear
power

A sample of comments on syracuse.com/opinion.

� WON’T HELP BUSINESSES:
So they can pass the over-
priced power on to other
businesses so they can lose
money and have to leave
NY?
— bmoose

� NOT STATE’S BUSINESS:
New York state in no way,
should buy this plant. NY
should not be in the nuclear
energy production busi-
ness, and, if Entergy loses
money with this plant, why
would anyone think NY
state would do better? ... If
another private entity can
buy it and run it success-
fully, great, but not the state.
— My Opinion

� WELFARE IS CHEAPER:
Why should New York buy
a power plant for a billion
dollars that will lose money
every day it is open and
needs to be decommis-

sioned in just a few years.
It would be a total and
complete waste of money.
It would be cheaper to pay
welfare to every ex-employ-
ee of the plant.
— Notimeforcons

� FOLLOW GERMANY: Paying
the workers “welfare”
doesn’t generate any-
thing of economic value.
... Germany has a great
“unemployment”- type
program that pays busi-
nesses directly to keep the
employees working during
economic slowdowns. ...
Keep the employees on the
job, and they can perform
services ... like equipment
and facility maintenance,
production line improve-
ments, etc. That way, when
the economy begins to pick
back up, there is no lag
time.
— syracuser

� DON’T BURDEN TAXPAYERS:
I want to see FitzPatrick
remain open in a bad way.
But I don’t want the working
citizens of New York, who
are already taxed more than
anyone else in the nation,
pay for it by way of the New
York Power Authority.
— Zenith

� SAVE IT: Buy the plant
back. It was a mistake to
sell it just like it was a mis-
take for Niagara Mohawk
to sell to National Grid
and the present electrical
deregulation. The plant
might be old but it still can
produce power and keep
us from the chance of out-
ages and maybe if not the
state of New York, someone
else might be able to make
the plant profitable even in
these insane deregulated
times.
— Oy gevalt

The control room. (NYPA, 1985)

The concrete pedestal for
the turbine generator of
the FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant dwarfs
workers as the exterior wall
rises. (NYPA, 1971)

The plant was named for
NYPA Chairman James A.
Fitzpatrick, of Plattsburgh.
(The Post-Standard, Feb. 14, 1987)


