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Nancy Reagan was buried Friday
in a Marsellus Casket made in
Syracuse before the company’s
factory closed in 2003. John
D. Marsellus, great-grandson
of the founder of Marsellus
Casket Co., said the top-of-the-
line model was similar to the
one she selected for her husband,
President Ronald Reagan, when
he died in 2004. “It’s one of the finest hardwood
caskets made in the world,” Marsellus said. The
company was sold in 1997; Marsellus-style caskets
are now made in Mississippi.

— Rick Moriarty

REST IN PEACE

Harry S. Truman: Died Dec. 26, 1972

John F. Kennedy: Nov. 22, 1963

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis: May 19, 1994

Edward Kennedy: Aug. 25, 2009

Richard Nixon: April 22, 1994

Nelson Rockefeller: Jan. 26, 1979

Cardinal Terence Cooke: October 6, 1983

Leonard Bernstein: Oct. 14, 1990

Arthur Ashe: Feb. 6, 1993

Vince Lombardi: Sept. 3, 1970

Mickey Mantle: Aug. 13, 1995

FAMOUS MARSELLUS CASKET CLIENTS

Yes, given the big parade downtown on Saturday, a photo of green shamrocks would also
have been appropriate, but they didn’t happen to be blooming where photographer Mike
Greenlar was wandering on Wednesday, when the temperature in Syracuse hit 78. Still, we’re
thankful he spotted these crocuses (or croci) blooming on the 300 block of Hillside Street in
Syracuse. As we enjoy the warming effects of the El Nino weather pattern this year, think of what
the alternative could be. Remember what was happening on this date in 1993? For a reminder,
turn to Page B-2.

SPRING AHEAD

125 years ago:
At 6 a.m. on the
morning of March
14, 1891, a fire was
discovered at the
Hier and Leighton
cigar factory at
West Fayette and
Franklin streets.
Strong winds
spread the burn-
ing embers east
along Fayette
and Washington
Streets, ignit-
ing many build-
ings along the
way, over to
Montgomery Street. There the fire tore through the Montgomery Flats, a six-story
residential structure with shops on the ground floor. Fortunately, the tenants were
able to evacuate in time and no lives were lost. Utica and Oswego fire companies
and two New York Central firefighting locomotives were called in to help extinguish
the blaze. More than a dozen buildings were damaged by the fire. The area where
the Montgomery Flats was located became the site for the Yates Hotel and is now
the parking lot next to Key Bank.

— Daniel Connors for the OHA

1891 cigar factory fire spread downtown
LOCAL HISTORY

“They’reall
working
together.
Theseare
thedevil’sdisciples
here.”
— GARY THIBODEAU SPEAKING FROM PRISON IN A POST-
STANDARD INTERVIEW AFTER A JUDGE DENIED HIM A NEW TRIAL
IN THE 1994 DISAPPEARANCE OF HEIDI ALLEN. THIBODEAU, WHO
HAS MAINTAINED HIS INNOCENCE, SCOFFED AT THE
SUGGESTION BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY THAT HE CONFESS.

postscript

1-b; 2-c; 3-None of the above, although d is tempting.

ANSWERS
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IMAGES OF CNY See more photos on syracuse.com/photos

Each week, the Onondaga Historical Association looks back at important events:
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$360
The amount earned in one
40-hour week by a worker
making the minimum wage of
$9 per hour.

$263
The amount that worker must
spend on necessities like rent,
utilities and taxes in one week.

$97
The remainder of the week’s
wages to be spent on food,
transportation and everything
else.

Twenty-five Syracuse-area politi-
cians, union organizers and others
last week pledged to try to survive on
$360 a week to increase pressure on
state lawmakers to raise the minimum
wage to $15 an hour.
The minimum wage challenge was

being organized across NewYork by
the Service Employees International
Union to back Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s
proposal to gradually hike the mini-
mum wage from $9 to $15.
The participants agreed to limit

their total expenses to $19 a day and
to take public transportation to work
at least one day.
Many of the participants plan to

attend a rally March 15 in Albany.
—MikeMcAndrew

Syracuse on $19/day

1. Buffalo developer and former GOP gubernatorial
candidate Carl Paladino made news in this year’s
presidential race by:

� a. Contributing to the campaign of Sen. Ted Cruz.
� b. Threatening to campaign against House
members who don’t support Donald Trump.

� c. Offering himself as a vice presidential running
mate to Marco Rubio.

� d. Endorsing George Pataki.

2. Ben Walsh, the city’s deputy commissioner for
neighborhood and business development, said he
would leave his City Hall position and devote his
energies to:

� a. Finding a job with a shorter title.
� b. Running for village trustee in Elbridge.
� c. Developing business for a local law firm.

� d. Merging the governments of Syracuse and
Onondaga County by 2029.

3. If the Syracuse University men’s basketball team is
not invited to the NCAA tournament, the person who
should bear the biggest share of blame will be:

� a. President Obama.
� b. Jim Boeheim.

� c. Mike Hopkins.
� d. Fab Melo.

K
athryn Ruscitto, the
president and CEO of St.
Joseph’s Hospital Health
Center, announced she will

retire at the end of this year.
Ruscitto, 61, became St.

Joseph’s 13th president and CEO
in 2011. She has worked at the
hospital since 2001. Before joining
St. Joe’s, she worked for Loretto
and Onondaga County.
Ruscitto said she decided to

retire because she’s checked off all
the goals she set since joining the
hospital. “This is very much a per-
sonal decision for me, one I made
on my own,” she said.
During Ruscitto’s tenure, St.

Joseph’s completed a multimillion-
dollar renovation of its campus.
Ruscitto spearheaded the hospi-
tal’s involvement in the revitaliza-
tion of Syracuse’s North Side.
Ruscitto’s announcement comes

eight months after St. Joseph’s
was taken over by Trinity Health
of Livonia, Mich., one of the
nation’s biggest health systems.

“I still feel absolutely convinced
it was a great decision for this
organization to join Trinity and I
have no regrets at all,” she said.
In addition to the hospital’s

financial challenges, Ruscitto has
had to deal with several thorny
issues, including an outbreak of
Legionnaire’s disease last fall.

Ruscitto said every chal-
lenge has been an opportunity to
improve the way the hospital oper-
ates. “There are bumps in the road,
but it’s what you learn from those
and how you go forward that’s
important,” she said.
— James T. Mulder

Ruscitto leaving St. Joseph’s with ‘no regrets’

Kathryn Ruscitto, right, with Miss America Nina Davuluri at the St.
Joseph’s Hospital gala dinner-dance at Turning Stone in May 2014.
(Gary Walts/ gwalts@syracuse.com)

LOTTERY
NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 5-5-5
EVENING: 3-1-5

WIN FOUR
MIDDAY: 6-4-8-5
EVENING: 6-9-2-1

LOTTO
6-9-12-15-22-37
BONUS: 32

PICK 10
2-9-17-25-27-33-37-41-42-43-
48-49-55-56-64-65-68-72-74-75

OTHER LOTTERIES
There were no first-place tickets in
Friday’s Take Five, but 196 second-
place tickets each won $958.50.

POWER BALL
11-28-50-57-62
POWERBALL: 23
POWER PLAY: 2

TAKE FIVE
19-27-33-36-38

The aftermath of the Montgomery Flats fire, in a photograph
taken from City Hall. (OHA photo)


