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HOSPITALITY

Dinosaur BBQ in Harlem shuts 
temporarily after small fire

The Dinosaur Bar-B-Que in Harlem has closed tempo-
rarily after a small fire started on a recent Sunday, owner 
John Stage said.

“It was a very minor fire,” Stage said. “It came out of the 
pit a little bit and went up the ceiling. The sprinklers came 
on.”

It happened at about 5:30 a.m. Nov. 25, he said. No one 
was in the restaurant at the time and no one was injured.

Stage said he plans to reopen soon — perhaps by this 
weekend. Stage said the exhaust system at the restaurant 
had to be rebuilt before reopening. 

“We can’t get gas until we complete that project,” he 
said.

The Dinosaur has been in Harlem since 2004. The cur-
rent restaurant is at 777 W. 125th St. It opened in 2010 after 
moving from 646 W. 131st St.

The original Dinosaur opened in Syracuse 30 years ago. 
Today it has eight locations. 

This fall, Stage bought a majority of the company back 
from Soros Strategic Partners.   — Teri Weaver

RETAIL

Destiny USA to host holiday 
musical, dance performances

 Destiny USA unveiled its “Season to Celebrate” holiday 
musical performance schedule, which features festive per-
formances from Central New York musicians and dancers.

The performances will be held on the first level in the 
canyon area of the Syracuse mall.

“From the holiday decorations to the festive sounds of 
instruments and caroling throughout the canyon, it’s the 
perfect opportunity for families to enjoy an annual holi-
day tradition indoors at Destiny USA,” Director of Market-
ing Nikita Jankowski said in a news release.

Here’s the performance schedule:
10 a.m. Saturday — 93Q’s Christmas Spectacular.
2 p.m. Sunday — The Movement Box Dance.
12 p.m. Monday — Onondaga Central Schools Band.
7:30 p.m. Monday — CNY Flute Choir Performance.
7 p.m. Dec. 14 — Marcellus/West Genesee Schools Band.
2 p.m. Dec. 15 — Light of the World Ballet.
5 p.m. Dec. 17 — Chittenango Middle School Orchestra.
10 a.m. Dec. 19 — Phoenix Middle School Musical Event.
12 p.m. Dec. 20 — Chittenango High School Orchestra.
10 a.m. Dec. 21 — Pulaski High School Band.     

— Sarah Moses Buckshot

SAFETY

Ground beef recall linked to 
salmonella outbreak expanding

A massive ground beef recall that was launched earlier 
in the fall is growing.

The nation’s largest beef processor, JBS USA, recalled 
nearly 7 million pounds of ground beef in October over 
concerns of salmonella contamination. The company 
is now expanding the recall to an additional 5.1 million 
pounds, according to USA Today.

The 12.1 million pounds of beef were produced between 
July 26 and Sept. 7 at the JBS Tolleson Inc. plant in 
Tolleson, Arizona.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and 
Inspection Service said it’s concerned some consumers 
may still have recalled ground beef in their freezers Any-
one who still has affected beef should throw it away or 
return it to the place of purchase, the agency said.

The recalled beef has an establishment number of “EST. 
267” inside the USDA mark of inspection on the pack-
aging. A full list of affected products and product labels 
is available on the Food Safety and Inspection Service’s 
website.

The beef was sold at retailers including Sam’s Club 
stores in over two dozen states and at Walmart locations in 
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada and Texas, USA 
Today said.

Some products were packaged with brand names 
including Kroger, Cedar River Farms Natural Beef, Show-
case and Gourmet Burger.

The initial recall came after an investigation into a 
salmonella outbreak identified JBS as the common sup-
plier of beef found to be the probable source of the illness. 
Investigators have found 246 salmonella cases in 26 states 
so far, according to CBS News.   — Kevin Tampone

Don Cazentre   dcazentre@nyup.com

Congress Beer, the traditional Syracuse 
lager that re-launched this summer, is now 
back in cans.

It’s the first time the beer has been canned 
since the 1960s, when the Haberle Congress 
brewery on Syracuse’s North Side closed. 
The beer has been available in draft only 
since it was re-introduced this summer by 
Willow Rock Brewing Co. of Syracuse in part-
nership with the Onondaga Historical Asso-
ciation.

“Cans were the most iconic package for 
Congress and we’re excited to bring them 
back,” said Rockney Roberts, co-owner at 
Willow Rock.

Cans of Congress will go on sale this week-
end at the Willow Rock brewery, at 115 Game 
Road (that’s behind Danzer’s restaurant on 
Ainsley Drive). Four-packs of 16-ounce cans 
sell for $9.99. The launch begins at noon Sat-
urday.

There are also special deals on Congress 
swag during launch weekend, including a 
Congress Holiday Gift Pack, which is a four-
pack of Congress cans, a Congress pilsner 
glass and a coaster, for $15.

After this weekend, Congress in cans will 
be found in selected local retailers and bars 
while supplies last, Roberts said. Branching 
Out, a bottle shop in Camillus’ Township 5, 
will be one outlet, with more to come.

Willow Rock plans to begin production of 
Congress and its own beer lineup on its new, 
expanded brewing system in the near future, 
Roberts said.

From the 1890s to the the early 1960s, 
Congress was the most popular “hometown” 
beer in Syracuse, brewed by the Haberle 
brewery at the corner of Butternut and North 
McBride streets. The brewery closed in 1962. 
In its day, it was the Syracuse equivalent 
to Genesee in Rochester and Utica Club in 
Utica.

The modern re-launch of Congress Beer 
is spearheaded by the OHA, which acquired 
the trademark rights to sell Congress Beer 
merchandise several years ago. Last year, it 

secured the rights to brew a beer under the 
Congress Beer name as a way to raise money 
for its operations.

The OHA tapped Willow Rock, a small 
craft brewer located between Syracuse’s Uni-
versity’s South Campus and Brighton Ave-
nue, to recreate Congress. 

Roberts and co-owner Kevin Williams 
used a set of notes on the recipe and proce-
dures donated to the historic association by 
the last Haberle brewmaster when the brew-
ery closed in 1962.

It was Williams’ and Roberts’ challenge 
to recreate a beer that they could produce 
in a modern craft brewery but that would 
also honor the tradition of a light colored, 
light-bodied “pre craft beer” lager.

The beer they came up with is a relatively 
low-alcohol beer, at 4.8 percent, that they 
describe as “approachable,” “easy drinking,” 
“light-bodied and crisp” and an “everyday” 
beer.

It’s made exclusively from New York state 
ingredients.

BEVERAGES

Syracuse’s Congress Beer 
back in traditional cans

Congress Beer, brewed by 
Willow Rock Brewing Co. of 
Syracuse in partnership with 
the Onondaga Historical 
Association, is back in cans 
for the first time in 50 years.   
Don Cazentre,   
dcazentre@nyup.com

Don Cazentre   dcazentre@nyup.com

 It only started five years ago, but already 
it’s one of Upstate New York’s most treasured 
holiday traditions.

After all, where else are you going to find a 
27-foot tall tree made entirely of empty beer 
kegs? With its own special beer for the light-
ing ceremony, too.

The Genesee Brewery Keg Tree will be lit 
Friday near the Genesee Brew House over-
looking Rochester’s High Falls. 

It’s a bit bigger and brighter than in past 
years, with 525 empty kegs and 20,000 
lights.

The party is 6 to 9 p.m. next to the brew 
house at 25 Cataract St., off St. Paul Street, 
near the big Genesee Brewery. The lighting 
itself is at 7 p.m.

The brewery expects — and is prepared 
for — thousands of onlookers.

“Our keg tree has become somewhat of a 

holiday landmark in Rochester, so we know 
that people are going to come in masses on 
Dec. 7 to see it lit,” said Mike Gaesser, Gene-
see’s “Keg Tree Creator.”

The lighting ceremony includes live music 
and food and beer trucks. 

There is no cost for entry and the event is 
open to people of all ages.

There’s also the release of Keg Tree Ale, 
a version of the brewery’s famed cream ale 
made with cinnamon. 

Keg Tree Ale will debut Dec. 7 at the Gen-
esee Brew House, the pilot brewery and tap-
room adjacent to the big Genny brewery. 

It will be available on draft and in growl-
ers and crowlers until supplies run out.

This year, the lighting ceremony also fea-
tures special hand-made holiday wreaths. 
With each wreath purchased, one will be 
donated to the community.

BEVERAGES

Genesee’s keg tree is beeriest tradition

The Genesee Brewery Keg 
Tree will be lit on Friday.   
Genesee Brewery

COUPON

Pre-made Cash ’N Carry Vanity Tops

RomaTileNY.com
Corner of Wolf & Park St • 315-471-7856

•Includes one white drop-in sink
•Back and one side splash
•Variety of colors
•Other sizes & Prices available

~ Celebrating 40 Years in Business ~
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Piano Organ Center

Join the Fun!

Ask for Bob Carbone or Barb
315-454-3823

102 Lawrence Road East, North Syracuse 13212
www.pianoandorgancenter.com

A revolutionary adult music method
that’s fun and easy.

• 6 week classes – all materials provided
• Lowery Quick Start keyboard included

Begin a new hobby with Quick Start.
PIANO • ORGAN • KEYBOARD

HALF OFF
$29.95

NOW ONLY
$1495

10 WEEKS FOR

$29.95

Ask for Barbara 

A revolutionary adult music method
that’s fun and easy.

• 10 week classes - all materials provided
• Lowery Quick Start keyboard included

S8908030-01


