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      T H E  P OST- STA N DA R D       T U ES DAY, JA N UA RY 2 9, 20 1 9    C3

A member of the Adanfo Ensemble plays the drum Sunday night at the annual Syracuse University Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration at 
the Carrier Dome.   Photos by Michael Greenlar, mgreenlar@syracuse.com

 pretending his mother was a nanny.
“That’s the amazing thing about human beings,” he said. 

“If we choose, we have the ability to overcome even the most 
insurmountable obstacles.”

The comedian has faced no shortage of personal tragedy: 
Noah grew up poor, in an abusive home with a violent step-
father who would later shoot his mother in the head follow-
ing their divorce.

“Without humor, there are many things I would never get 
through,” he said.

As the current host of Comedy Central’s Emmy 
award-winning “The Daily Show,” Noah uses his humor to 
remind his viewers that on the other side of their own cur-
rent obstacles, they still exist. And while he doesn’t neces-
sarily think everything is funny, levity is how Noah chooses 
to move about the various worlds he lives in.

Noah says as human beings, we all laugh, maybe at differ-
ent things, but humor is ingrained and innate, and to laugh 
is a visceral expression of joy

“I see babies laugh all the time,” Noah said to a chuckling 
crowd. “Like what are you even laughing at? You know noth-
ing! I find that fascinating.”

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Noah reflects on 
race and humor

A New Generation Eternally Lifting Souls (A.N.G.E.L.S.), a 
singing group based in Syracuse, performs a piece drawing 
attention to the Black Lives Matter movement and the loss of 
African-American lives.

whimsy of folksier versions of New Yorker 
cartoons.

Playing a series of Almost-townspeople, 
the company does nearly flawless work. 
From the exquisite comic timing of Red-
house stalwarts Laura Austin and John Bix-
ler, to the longing in Lilli Komurek’s soul-
ful voice, they capture the joy and pain of 
being human. Basil Allen, face nearly hidden 
behind a massive beard, is befuddled by his 
feelings and other’s reactions. A funny Derek 
Emerson Powell is three enthusiastic guys 
looking for love in the wrong places, but find-
ing it anyway. As his partner in two scenes, 
Alyssa Otoski-Keim shines as an unhappy 

ironing board-wielding young woman and a 
snowmobiler confused by her emotions.

THE DETAILS
What: “Almost, Maine,” by John Cariani
W h e r e :  R e d h o u s e  A r t s  C e n t e r,  

400 S. Salina St., Syracuse
When seen: Friday
Length of performance: Approximately 

two hours with intermission
Attendance: about 100
Family guide: Some sexual situations, 

but no nudity or vulgar language. High 
school students should be OK.

Runs through: Saturday
I n fo r m a t i o n :  C a l l  3 1 5 - 3 62 -2 7 8 5 

or go to theredhouse.org.

‘Almost, Maine’: Story of a folksy town

Rosemary Sinnette Nesbitt, it holds claim 
to being the longest continually perform-
ing, non-professional troupe in the state.

Board of directors President Josh Taylor, 
who doubles as set designer and construc-
tor, says he grew up in the guild, inheriting 
enthusiasm for it from his mother and step-
father and grandmother, Mary Ellen Van-
Tassell. He says the focus will continue to 
be on the word “community,” and he men-
tions familiar Baldwinsville names like 
Jensen, Hill, Baker, Kisselstein and others 
that can claim generations of members.

In a move to establish consistency 
throughout the seasons and boost com-
mitment, Josh is part of a revitalized board 
that includes not only the usual officers, 
but also artistic team leaders.

Josh’s wife, Korrie Taylor, a 2000 grad-
uate of Liverpool High School and a mem-
ber of the class of 2004 at Castleton Univer-
sity, is producing director. Colin Keating, 
well-known in regional theater, is artistic 
director, and Erin Sills is production chair. 
A full listing of leaders is on the company’s 
website and Facebook page.

The Taylor children, Trent, 7, and 
Tatum, 6, are what their parents call part of 
the “theater babies” who grow up, as their 
father and many other members did, hang-
ing out at rehearsals and helping.  Their 
parents say they hope they’ll be part of the 
BTG summer camp, where students from 
kindergarten through high school focus on 
backstage skills as they help prepare the 
guild’s summer show, “Willy Wonka.”

Josh says the summer production casts 
age-appropriate roles, not just students.

Such involvement is evident in the cur-
rent run of “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee,” a musical comedy 
that is slightly risqué and a whole lot of fun, 
according to Korrie. Some of the celebrity 
spellers making cameo appearances are 
former Onondaga County Executive Direc-
tor Nick Pirro; TK99 personality Glenn 
“Gomez” Adams, and Baldwinsville High 
School’s assistant principal, Kris Denton. 
Mark Baker who, with his wife Sandy, has 
been assisting with the production, will 
also appear, along with their son, Syracuse 
Post-Standard journalist Chris Baker.

Membership in BTG is open to anyone 
18 or older; there is no requirement to vol-
unteer other than the willingness to offer 
whatever talent might benefit the group.

“Community and quality are attri-
butes we have always treasured,” Mark 
Baker says. “As we’ve begun staging some 
of the more ambitions shows, the produc-
tions have been drawing audiences from a 
broader area outside the village. And, with 
that growth comes terrific talent from a 
wider pool of regional actors.”

Baldwinsville

   Onondaga Historical Association

For 20 years, Syracuse photographer 
Michael Greenlar documented four genera-
tions of Algonquins in the bush of Quebec, 
Canada. His work focuses on the matri-
arch, Lena Nottaway and the knowledge 
she passed on through her 15 children. Not-
taway taught Kokomville how to use every 
element of the environment to become a 
self-sustaining community. 

The series of photographs is a testament 
to the cultural survival of the Algonquin 
people of Barrier Lake, La Vérendrye Park, 
Quebec, Canada. Despite broken treaties 
and clear-cut logging, these First Nation 
people continue to use the land as their tra-
ditions dictate.

The exhibition is in partnership with Art 
Rage Gallery. An opening reception will be  
3 to 5 p.m. Thursday at the Skä•noñh Cen-
ter, 6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway, Liver-
pool. This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Donations are encouraged.

EXHIBITION

Opening 
reception 
for Greenlar’s 
photo exhibit
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“That’s the amazing thing about human beings,” Trevor Noah told the audience. “If we choose, we have the ability to over-
come even the most insurmountable obstacles.”  Several groups performed at the celebration, including the Black Celestial 
Choral Ensemble of Syracuse University;  YAT Hip Hop group; members of the Higher Standards Camp from the Southwest 
Community Center, right; Black Reign Step Team and SU’s a cappella group, Orange Appeal.

Alyssa Ashley Otoski-Keim and Derek 
Emerson Powell share a kiss in “Almost, 
Maine” at Redhouse Arts Center.    Courtesy 
of Genevieve Fridley

ArtRage Gallery in Syracuse is showing the 
work of Post-Standard photographer Mike 
Greenlar, whose new book documents four 
generations of Algonquins in Quebec, Can-
ada.    Mike Greenlar, mgreenlar@syracuse.com


